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PREFACE. 



Hating from long experience found that 
ehildren and youth imbibe ideas most easily, 
when placed m the form of question and answer^ 
and not finding any historical- work of that 
kind, of sufficient length to mterest the mind, 
I have comjnled these Sketches for the use 
of Schools, endeavouring to intermix mor- 
al with hbtorical instruction, and to obvi- 
ate those objections which arise in the minds 
of youth against tfie justice of God, when 
they read the wars of the Israelites.—* I have 
attempted also to give them a general no- 
tion of the government of God, and of the 
truth of the Scripture, by a partial account of 
the fulfilment of prophecy. I am sensible that 
all this has been done by many able writers ; but 
as their works are too expensive to put into the 
hands of children, and of greater magnitude 
tiian they have time or patience to study, I hare 
compiled this abridgement for their benefit. 
This h?story; may also be useful in private fami- 
lies, which are not able to purchase the larger 
works from, which it is selected*^ 



d by Google 



d by Google 



UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 



i^>< 



%LuJES. What account can you give of the creation 
of the world ? 

jins, God created the visible v^orld in six days. A 
chaotic mass seems first to have been instantaneously 
created out of nothing, and then gradually reduced to 
order and beauty. \ 

Q, How do we know the woi'ld was thus formed ? 
^ji. By faith we understand that the worlds arc fra- 
med by the word of God, so that things which were sceUf 
were not made of things which do'appear. Heb. xi. iii. 
Reason is capable of approving, appropriating, and ap- 
plying the information con-vcyed to us by the word of 
God ; but not of anticipating it. The scriptures, in 
harmony with reason, tell us, that God is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting ; and that all else had a beginning : 
but of that eternity past, that vast abyss, which involves 
all our reflections in confusion, nothing is mentioned 
4o gratify idle curiosity. 

Q. How was man created ? 

ji. ^om the dust t>f the earth ; ,^< God ^aid, let us 
make man in our own image." The language here 
used is that of consultation— by which it appears that 
the three persons in the sacred Trinity concurred in 
counsel and operation, in the creation «f man, as after- 
awards in his recovery from the fall. 

Q. In what sense was man created in the hnage of 
God? 

wf . It could not have been with respect to his body ; 
for God is a spirit, which no bodily shape can in any re- 
spect resemble : it must, therefore, have been in tbe 
B 
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rational soul ; and though as a creature his knowledge 
was limited, yet, in a degree, his mind, will and affec- 
tions, resembled his Creator. 

Q, What did God do on the seventh day ? 

ji. He rested from all his works, and commanded 
Adam to keep that day holy, that is, to consecrate it to 
religious worship ; as this, even in Paradise, would be 
conducive to his h^'^niness and God's glory. 

Q. What covei ..- did God enter into with Adam ? 

^. He covenanted to give him everlasting life, on 
condition of his perfect obedience, giving him com- 
mand over every living creature, to which he gave 
names, and of whose properties, and nature, he seems 
to have had a much better knowledge than the most sa- 
gacious observers since the fall have acquired. 

Q. What had Adam given him for food ? 

^. Every tree of the garden of Eden, except the tree 
of knowledge of good and eviL That one tree was left 
as a test of his obedience. ^ 

Q. Did Adam continue faithful ? 

^. No. — The devil, under the shape of a serpent, 
tempted Eve, our mother, and she took of the forbid- 
-den fruit, and persuaded Adam to join with her in the 
repast. 

Q. What art did Satan make use of to seduce our 
first mother ? 

wf. He operated on her ambition and vanity, persua- 
ding her that the reason God had forbidden them to eat 
of that tree was, to keep them in a subordinate state, 
and that if they eat thereof, they would be as gods, 
Jinowing good asid evil. Eve, like many of her foolish 
jdaughtera, believed Satan instead of God ; and found by 
sad experience, that to know^ good and evil, was good 
lost, and evil entailed upotT herself and her posterity. 
Satan in his artful address, takes no notice of the nume- 
rous gifts of God, but only of this one limitation. Of 
what arguments Eve made use to seduce Adam we are 
not informed ; though St. Paul insinuates, that he was 
not deceived in the same manner and degree as his 
wife: Yet he partook of the fruit, forfeited his own 
rijpht to heaven, and brought death on all his descend- 
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ams. The divine image was defaced, and the image 
of satan stamped on Adam and all his race. 

Q. Are all mankind doomed to endless misery, by 
Adam's transgression ? 

j1, God entered into a new covenant of grace, pro* 
mising that by the seed of the woman, (which is Christ) 
as many of the children of men as should believe, and 
turn from the evil of their ways, should be saved. 

Q. What became of Adam and Eve after the full ? 

A, I'hey were driven out of the garden of Eden, and 
the ground was cursed for Adam's sake. Instead of 
the delicious fruits of Paradise, he had to subsbt by hi» 
own labour on the herbs of the field. The animals also 
became subject to death. Thus sin, not only introdu- 
ced sorrow to man in his own person, but the additional 
weight of woe in seeing all creation suffer with him. 

Q, What children had Adam ? 

A. Scripture gives us the n jmes of only three : Cairt" 
the eldest, who was a wicked man, and slew his broth-^ 
er ; Abel, who was a good man, and beloved of God, 
which excited the envy of Cain, and tempted him to 
murder his brother. Thus Adam saw the dreadful de- 
pravity of our nature acted out in the person of his 
eldest son. 

Q, What is it supposed were Eve's ideas when Caia 
was born ? 

ji. It* is supposed that Eve considered him as the 
promised seed. How soothing to the maternal heart 
must have been such a possession. The name she gave^ 
him signifies possessed; and perhaps her partiality 
nurtured those seeds of pride and envy which produced 
the fatal event just related. At Abel's birth no such 
high expectations seem to have been entertained. The 
name of Abel signifies vanity. 

Q. What became of Cain ? 

A, He was driven out from the presence of God, andj 
dwelt in the land of Nod. The earth received a new 
curse for his crime. It refused to yield its strength to- 
a murderer's hand. Pursued by his fears, he fled from 
the face of man. 
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Q. Of whom coukl Cain be afraid^ now Abel wasr 
dead? 

A, It is believed that Adam had many more children 
beside Cain and Abel. The number might have been 
at the time of AbePs murder, (which happened in the 
year 129) increased by a moderate calculation, to seve- 
ral hundred. Cain, it appears from the narration, de- 
coyed his brother into solitude under the mask of 
fiiendship. What added to the malignity of the act 
was, that Abel was a good man, and hia brother. 

Q. Was man's first disobedience a slight evil ? 

ji. No ; it introduced the most desperate wickedness 
into the world : Yet death, at whatever time, or in what- 
ever shape it arrives, is a .messenger of joy to a good 
man. Happy Abel ! thj dust is mingled with its native 
earth, but thy spirit is flown to the God who gave it. 

Q. What were the feelings of Cain after he !iad ac- 
complished his bloody purpose, when the envied, hated 
virtues of his brother, no longer reproached him. No 
eyes saw him commit the murder-^Was he not thea 
at rest ? 

A* Yes, the eye of Cain saw him, the eye of God saw 
him : hence the whole earth became all eye to behold, 
all tongue to accuse him ; and, flee where he might, a 
guilty conscience still pursued liim, with the cry of 
murder. 

Q, What does this teach us I 
* A. This horrid transaction teaches us to stifle the 
first emotions of envy and wrath, for malice in the heart 
is the embryo of actual murder. It also teaches us, that 
the believer's happiness is not in this world. In Cain 
we see the father of all those murderous tyrants, felse- 
]y called heroes, who have to this day filled the earth 
with bloods 

Q. Does history relate any thing more of Cain and 
his descendants ? 

A, Ca%i seenis imnoediately to have left the ordinan^. 
ces of God, and the society of his worshippers : this 
might have been in consequence of the curse denoun- 
ced upon him. But continuing impenitent, he proba- 
bly soon after fiung off all appearance of religion, which 
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of course, introduced idolatry into his fainilf. Cain 
probably, had many children before this event ; for we 
read of his building a city soon after, which must hava 
been peopled by his descendants. The city was named 
after his son Enoch : thus Cain attempted to get to him- 
self a name by worldly grandeur, as he had forfeited 
the praise of virtue » 

Q, Who wasLamech? 

^. A descendant from Cain, who deviated from the 
original institution of marriage, by taking two wives. 
He seems by his own account, to have been a murderer 
also; and by comparing his case with that of Cain, to 
have encouraged himself by the patiehce of God in 
sparing Cain, to expect impunity in sin and to defy the 
vengeance of his adversaries; 

Q^ What other son of Adam is mentioned in history ? 

vf. Seth, who was given in the room of Abel ; and in 
his days men began to call on, or by, the name of the 
Lord ; that is, in a public manner to protest against the 
wickedness of the worlds and to separate from the so«^ 
ciety of idolaters. 

Q. What progress did the arts and sciences make in 
the first age of the world ? 

ji. The descendants of Cain appear to have made th« 
first attempts to acquire those arts which are stillthe 
delight of worldly men. They invented musical in- 
struments, the harp and organ ; they wrought in brass, 
and iron, and probably adorned their houses and per- 
sons with that costly furniture,, and those decorations 
which constitute the " pride of life, and the lust of the 
eye:" While the children o£ Seth, more simple in 
their lives, were more eminently endowed with the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding.. Thus we find 
Enoch, the seventh from Adam, so eminent for his- 
piety, that he was introduced into the immediate pres- 
ence of God, without undergoing the change of death.. 

Q. At what time did this event happen h ^ 

A, About 57 years from the time Adam was laid in 
th^ dust, Enoch was translated to heaven, the glorious- 
typa of the Messiah, who was at last lo obtain the finals 
B2. 
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vlctoiy over death, and all the eneinie& of man's saTrer-^ 
tion. — B. C. 3017 ; A.M. 987. Enoch was bom A. M. 
623» He was contemporary with Adam 308 years. 

Q. How was the history of the creation handed down ? 

jl Enoch, most probably, learned from Adam's own 
mouth the history of the creation, and hb whole stock 
of knowledge, both natural and divine ; and this in- 
structs us in one reason of the longevity of the patri* 
archs. As there was then no writte^n word» the know- 
ledge of religion must have been impaired, if not en* 
tirely lost, had one generation succeeded anotlier in the 
rapid manner they now do ; but before the written worcl 
was given, God graciously lengthened life to many 
centuries, whereby the father was enabled to instruct 
his posterity to the seventh and eighth generation. 

Q. Does history relate any particulars of EtiochV 
life? 

ji. Enoch was illusti*ious, not only in the church, but 
Among the heathen nations. The Babylonians consid- 
ered him as the author of their astrology, and alledge 
that he is the same which is called Atlas by the Greeks, 
Who, from his knowledge of astronomy, was hyperboli- 
cally said to sustain the heavens on his shoulders. H^ 
was also a prophet, and foretold the end of the world, 
and the general judgment ; and, impressed with the 
solemn truths he preached to others,^ daily improved by 
them himself. The life of a virtuous man is compri- 
sed in a few words, while the history of an Alexander^ 
a Caesar, or any of the scourges of mankind, fill volumes. 
But what comparison is there between the bubble repti- 
tatibn bestowed by the historian, or the poet^ to the 
pi*aise of the spirit of God^-who has declared that 
Enoch pleased God, and was not, for God took him.' 

Q, \Vhat provoked God to bring the flood upon the 
earth ? 

A, The worshippers of God, for a long time, kept 
themselves dbtinct from such as were idolaters or 
openly profane : But, at length, when the human race 
had greatly increased, "the children of Seth observed 
among the daughters of Cain many beautiful women, 
"Whose personal charm» were probal^y heightened by 
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their knowledge of mtisic and ilresa ; and the daugh- 
ters of Jubal, the father of all »uch as handle the harp^ 
and organ, acid of Tubal Cain, the instructor of everyr 
artificer in brass and iron, and probably of gold and sil- 
yer, called in the arts of their parents to support the 
impression made by their fair looks. The children of 
God, as they are called in scripture, were induced by 
unworthy motives to contract marriages with these 
daughters of men, as they are styled^ intimating thelv 
depraved characters. 

Q, What evil followed from these connections I 

ji. The daughters of Cain, having no internal wbrth^ 
to balance their showy accomplishments, drew their hus- 
bands, (as might have been expected) into every species' 
of vice ; so that the whole world was corrupt before God, 
and every imagination of man's heart was evil, without 
ally mixture of good. Thus the Creator having, dis- 
played his wisdom, powery. and goodness, in the works 
which he had made, and the riches he had conferred on 
man, m whom especially his glory had shone, exhibited^ 
an awful instance of his justice^ and hatred of sin, by 
destroying the whole of Adam's wicked race with sl 
fiood, except one man. and his &mily. 

Q. Who was this man I 

A. Noah, who dared to be singular in that corrupt 
age. Noah was a just man, and perfect in his genera*^ 
tion ; he walked with God.— How honourable to be thu» 
^istingu^ed I Gccklnc^s tufifiorted by the countenance 
of nudtUudea^ is. amiable and praise-worthy, 6ut good^ 
nesa standing atone^ summing the torrent of universal' 
ofifioaitiony is sufierior t(k all firaiie ,- and such was the 
goodness of Noah. He was a preacher as well as a. 
practiser of righteousness. 

Q. bi what year was the flood brought upon the 
earth ? 

A. In 1656. To what a little measure shrinks tha 
whole history of mankind before the flood. 

Q, How was Noah saved ? 

Jl. Noah^ being warned by God of things as yet not 
seen, moved with fear, prepared an Ark for the saving 
of his house, by which he condemned the world, and 
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became heir of the righteousness which is of &ith* 
God, in the midst of judgment, remembering mercy, 
will not destroy the righteous with the wicked ; neither 
will he perform that by a miracle, which may be effec- 
ted by the blessing of Providence upon human fore* 
sight and industry. 

Q, What were the shape and dimensions of the Ark ? 

wf . It seems to have been built like the hulk of a 
ahip, except that it was flat-bottomed, square at each 
end, and roofed as an house ; it was pitched within and 
without, to keep it tight and sweet ; and divided into 
many little cabins, for its intended inhabitants. The 
Ark was above 160 yards in length, 27 in breadth, and 
16 in height. Learned men have proved, that these 
dimensions were larger than was necessary to contain 
all the animals to be preserved, and sufficient provision 
for them.-— Such an huge vessel, with so few hands on 
board, required the immediate guidance and protection 
of the Almighty, to weather out the storm : But the 
same power that deluged the earth by a word, could 
make the sacred bark outride the tempest. 

Q. How long did God forewarn sinful man of the ap- 
proaching deluge ? 

ji. God's long suffering waited 120 yearsy during 
which time Noah was a preacher of righteousness ; and 
if a general reformation had taken place, perhaps a 
respite would have been granted, as there was after- 
wards in like circumstances to Nineveh* And as there 
was sufficient room in the Ark, if individuals had re- 
pented, and by faith sought admission into it^ they 
would doubtless have been admitted. 

Q. But had Noah's preaching no effect ? 

jf. What few believers the earth contained were ta- 
ken from the evil to come. Methuselah it is compu- 
ted, died a year before the flood. He was born 243 
years before Adam died. In his person the creation 
and the flood almost meet ; and it does not appear that 
after his death, one righteous person remained, except 
in Noah's family. Our Saviour has informed us of the 
real state of the case. They were all engaged about 
tlieir own business or pleasure. They ate, they drank, 
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married wives, and were given in marriage, until Noah 
entered the Ark, and the flood came and destroyed 
ihcm all. Being thus employed, they treated Noah's 
warnings with indifference or contempt: But what 
must have been their feelings when t^jey saw the rains^ 
descend, the sea burst its barriers, overwhelming the 
loftiest towers, covering the highest mountains to which 
they fled for shelter ! How much soever they despised 
Noah's madness, or pitied his folly in building that un- 
wieldy vessel, they must now have admired his wisdom 
and envied his happiness. 

Q. Was the earth well peopled at the time of the 
flood ? 

^. Considering how long men-lived, we have every rea- 
son to believe that the world was filled with inhabitants. 
Doubtless there were many fiourishing kingdoms, and 
had been many important revolutiions in state, in which 
many renowned characters, now buried in oblivion, had 
distinguished themselves. The inspired historian only 
observes, that there were giants in those days, who be* 
came mighty men, renowned of old— while he dwells 
with delight on the saints, who were perhaps despised 
and hated in their generation, but in the sight of God^ 
the only excellent of the earth. 

Q. How ©Id was Noah when he entered the Ark ? 
X He was in his six hundredth year when he enter* 
ed the Ark with his wife, his three sons, Shem, Ham^ 
and Japheth, and their three wives^ 
Q. What did he take with him I 
A. He took seven pair of every clean beast— (proba- 
bly by clean beast was meant such as Were serviceable 
to man, and such as were exclusively Offered in sacri- 
fice to God) ; and of beasts that were not clean, by two ; . 
and birds also by seven, to keep seed alive upon th«: 
earth. 

Q. How were these animals gathered into the Ark t 
A. There must have been a very extraordinary mir- 
acle, perhaps by the ministration of angels, in bringing 
those animals and birds by pairs to Noah, and render- 
ing them submissive to him, and peaceful witli^ each' 
other : Yet it seems to have made no impresMon on the 
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hardened spectators. After Noah had entered with al] 
those he was commanded to take, the Lord shut them 
in, probably by the ministration of angels, which was a 
pledge to Noah that the Lord would protect him, 

Q, What was the height of the flood ? 

ji. It rose upwards of 50 cubits, which is more than 
eight yards above the highest mountains ; so that the 
whole human species, and most of the animals perish- 
ed, except those which were with Noah. What dif- 
ferent feelings must have agitated the mind of Noah, 
seeing himself and family riding securely amid this 
wild tumult of the elements, the presence of God his 
only comfort, while he witnessed the desiruciion of the 
earth and its inhabitants, with his companions and rela- 
tives, to whom he had preached, for whom hO' had pray- 
ed, and over whom he had wept in vain ! 

Q. How long did the flood continue ? 

^. A considerable time after the whole race of man 
was destroyed. Noah might have been tempted to be 
weary of his confinement, and almost to question the 
Lord's faithfulness ; but, at length God heard his pray- 
ers, and remembered him, and all the living animals in 
the Ark. He caused a strong wind to pass over the 
clouds ; the waters which rose at his command, he 
caused to return to their original bed ; and in just five 
months, or an hundred and fifty days, the Ark rested on 
Mount Ararat, a high summit of that long ridge which 
extends from Armenia east. And 40 days afterwards 
the tops of the mountains were seen. 

Q. What method did Noah take to discover if the 
waters began to abate from the earth ? 

ji, Noah sent out a raven, in order that he might 
learn the state of the earth. This bird subsists on flesh, 
and either returned no more, or continued to hover 
about the Ark, without being received into it. After 
seven days he sent forth a dove, which soon returned, 
and was again received into the Ark ; and on a second 
trial brought an olive branch in her mouth, which was a 
token that the plains were dry, and vegetation put forth. 
On the third trial, (seven days between each) the dove 
returned no more, by which Noah knew that the earth 
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•was dry. — He therefore removed the covering^ fi om 
the Ark> and went out with all his family, having con- 
tinued in the sacred vessel one year and 10 days; but 
he did not quit it till God commanded him. 

Q« What was Noah's first employment afier he left 
tl\e Ark ? 

v^. He built an altar unto the Lord, and offered of 
every clean beast and fowl a burnt offering. This burnt 
sacrifice, typical of the Saviour's offering, being an act 
of faith, devotion, and gratitude to his gracious delive- 
rer, was accepted : and the Lord promised Noah that 
he would no more curse the wickedness of man, by der 
stroying the whole creation as he had done, and added, 
*^ though the imagination of man's heart is evil from 
his youth, yet seed tinie and harvest, day and nighty 
winter and summer, shall not cease." 

Q, Has this proujise been fulfilled ? 

ji Partial failures of seed lime and harveat, or other 
irregularities arc not inconsistent with this gracious 
promise : accordingly the heavenly bodies have ever 
since performed their courses, and the seasons their 
succession ; the earth has produced its increase for the 
use of man, notwithstanding his ingratitude. God set 
the rainbow in the clouds as a mark of the covenant. 
As we do not read of any rain before the flood, but that 
a thick mikftdr dew went up and watered the face of the 
earth, perhaps the windowa-of heaven, or the clouds 
were never opened to give rain, but a gentle dew at 
night was sufficient for vegetation. 

Q, What change was made in the state of man after 
the flood f 

ji. God granted him animal food ; he also established 
bis dominion afresh over the beasts— a wonderful proof 
of which we have to this day, in the case with which 
animals so much stronger than man, submit to be his 
servants. It is supposed also that the seasons were 
changed, and rendered more inconstant, and that nox- 
ious elements are the natural causes which shorten the 
life of man— which was abridged at first to 100} and a& 
ierwards tp 70 yearsn 
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Q, Of what crime was Noah guilty ? 

vf. After the deluge Noah began again to cultivate 
the earth : h^ planted a vineyard, made wine^ and was 
betrayed into excess on that occasion. Ham seems to 
liave been a man of bad character, and probably delight- 
ed to betray the weakness of his father to his brethren, 
, that he might retaliate for the reproofs he had received 
from parental authority. It is supposed that Canaan 
was guilty of the same disrespect as his father. The 
conduct of Ham in exposing his father to his brethren, 
and their delicacy in turning aside from their father's 
disgrace, form a striking contrast. 

Q, What curse was denounced upon Ham for this 
act? ^ 

vf. The spirit of God opened to Noah the events of 
future ages, and he cursed Ham in the person of his 
eldest son Canaan: foretold that his race should be 
servants to their brethren— -a prophecy which we see 
fulfilled to this day on the wretched Africans, who de- 
scended from him. There has never been, a son of 
Ham who has shaken a sceptre over the head of Ja- 
pheth. Shem has subdued Japheth, and Japheth Shem ; 
but Ham never subdued either. 

Q. What blessing did Noah pronounce on Shem and 
Japheth ? 

•/^. They deserve to be blessed wiih minferous and 
thriving families, who ha^e practised duty and obedi- 
ence to their parents. This accordingly was the bles- 
sing entailed on Shem and Japheth. The descendants 
of Shem include all the posterity of Abraham, and the 
Liord Jesus, in whom the nations of the earth are bles- 
sed. Thus Jehovah was especially the God of Shem. 
The other descendants of Shem*s family have been ve- 
ry prosperous, and far more civilized than the children 
of Ham. Japheth seems t6 have bcfn the progenitor 
of above half the hupaan race ; and the principal suc- 
cess of the gospel among the Gentiles has been among 
his descendants.-^Thus God enlarged Japheth, and 
persuaded him to dwell in the tents of Shem. The de- 
scendants of Japheth under the Greek and Roman em- 
piresi and under th^ European powers, have succeeded 
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to that aTXthorUy» which wa$ long given to the chiWren 
of Shem. These prophecies, so evidently fulfilling in 
all ages and nations, demonstraie the divine original of 
the bible. 

Q. How long did Noah live after the flood ? 

^, He survived 350 years. He lived to instruct a 
new race of men in the knowledge of God ; lived to 
see his posterity increased to a vast multitude, and to 
exhibit to a short lived race of men, an example of pa- 
triarchal dignity and longevity, and died at the age of 
^50 years. From that time the life of man began gra- 
dually to decrease, till it shrunk to its present little 
measure. 

Q. Who was Nimrod ? 

jf. He is called in scripture a mighty hunter before 
the Lord. He seems at first to have distinguished him- 
self by bunting wild beasts, which gradiially gave him 
courage and address, to attach a number of valiant men 
to his person. He became their leader, and from shed- 
ding the blood of beasts, he began to make war on his 
fellow creatures, in defiance of that command of God 
to Noah, ^' whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall 
his blood be shed.^' He established the first kingdom^ 
and is supposed to have built both Nineveh and Baby-, 
lori, 

Q. What occasioned the dispersion of mankind ? 

^ God had promised to Noah that his seed should 
replenish the earth. This could not be done while 
they remained attached to one favourite spot. A par- 
tial division is supposed to have taken place at the birth 
of Peleg, about TOO years after the flood. As men all 
sgoke one language, and had almost universally cast off 
the fear of God, they did not regard his intimations of 
dividing into separate governments ; but as they jour- 
neyed to the East, (probably under the direction of 
Nimrod,) pitched upon a plain in the land of Shinar, 
where they ^egan to erect a city, and a tower which 
should reach unto heaven. Had they panned this lofty 
tower as a place of refuge in case of another flood, they 
would have chosen a mountain instead of a plain. It 
aeems rather to have been erected as a centre of unioni 
C 
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that ihe^Y might not be divided^ and to get to themsdres 
a great name, that they might be long admired and 
talked of. Vain desire ! History does not even men« 
tion their names, and their work remains on record to 
perpetuate their folly. 

Q» How was the work hindered ? 

ji. God confounded their language that they could 
not understand each other : thus the very plan which 
they had formed to prevent their dispersion^ was the 
immediate occasion of it. 

Q, In what consisted the whole of their daring ini«- 
piety I 

A, We are not expressly informed; perhaps th€ 
builders of Babel, being the descendants of Ham, inten- 
ded to lay the foundation of a mighty empire, of which 
Babel should be the metropolis; and by their own 
strength to defeat the plans of the Almighty, who had 
by the mouth of Noah foretold their subjugation .-"--• 
Noah, Shem, Eber, and other pious persons, not being 
concerned in this impious project, escaped the penal- 
ty, and retained their original language. 

Q. Who was Abram ? 

A. He is called in scripture, the father of the faith- 
ful. He descended ^m Shem, and to him the original 
revelation made to Adam might have been transmitted 
through only three intermediate persons, though at the 
distance of .2000 years. £nos, the grandson of Adam* 
lived till Noah was 74 ^ears old ; and Shem, the son of 
Noah, lived almost as long as Abraham. 

Q. Why was Abi:aham called out from his people ? 

A, The knowledge of God, and the memory of the 
creation, began to be mixed with fable, and men walked 
every one in his own way, forgetful of him who made 
them. To stop the progress of idolatry, to reserve a ' 
remnant for himself among whom his true worship 
might be maintsdned, and his oracles established, till the 
coming of Christ, God made choice of Abram to be 
the fkthep of a|)eculiar people to himself, while he suf- 
jfcred others to A^alk in their own ways. 

(j>. At what period was Abram called t 
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A, 426 years after the deluge, 2083 from the crea- 
tion, 1921 before Christ, 

Q, What promises did God make to Abram ? 

Ji, He promised to give him an offspring as the sand 
on the sea shore, or thb stars in the firmament, and that 
through Christ, who should proceed from him> all na- 
tions should be blessed. 

Q, Has that promise been fulfilled ? 

ji. Yes ; for not only his children by Isaac, but nu- 
merous other nations descended from Abram, ivhich re^ 
main a distinct people to this day, as the Arabs, &c. and 
real christians . in all ages, are called the children of 
faithful Abraham. 

Q, What acts of faith are recorded of Abram ? 

^. At 75 years of age he left his father's house, and 
liis country, not knowing whither God was about to 
lead him. In what manner God revealed his will to 
Abram we know not, neither doth it become us to 
enquire : he also believed the promise God made to 
him of a numerous and thriving family, when as yet he, 
had no child. 

Q. In what country did he go to sojourn ? 

A, In the land of Canaan, which God promised to 
give to his posterity. 

Q. Who was Lot ? 

A, A beloved kinsman of Abram*s, whom he took 
with him. 

Q. What new trials had Abram to sustain in Canaan ? 

A. He was driven by famine from the land of Ca- 
naan. That country which God had promised him, as a 
portion to his seed, when increased to a vast multitude, 
could not now subsist his family, in their present di- 
minutive state ; yet he did not sit down in peevish dis- 
content with the gifts of God, but patiently sought a 
refuge in Egypt, where the famine had not reached. 

Q. Did Abram's faith ever faulter ? 

A. On his entrance into Egypt, Abram was seized 
with an unaccountable distrust, unbecoming his cha- 
racter, and equally injurious to God, to Sarai, and the^ 
King of Egypt. He was afraid of trusting the honour 
of his vife, during a temporary residence in a straDfik 
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land, to that Gocly at whose command he had given xx^ 
his native country and his all. He injured his wife, iiv 
supposing her capable of being allured by the splendor 
and flattery of the Egyptian court, to forget her duty 
to her huaband. He affronted a Prince, whom he knew 
not, by suspecting him capable of harbounng a base 
design against the peace and honour of a stranger, who 
had flung himself on his hospitality in a time of famine* 
He had recoiirse to cunning and &lsehood, when, can- 
dor and truth would have served his turn much better, 

Q. Did Abram reap any benefit from his falsehood ? 

A, The very means Abram made use of to preserve 
Sarai's chastity, exposed her to danger. As his wife, 
she was held sacred to himself, but as his sister, she 
might be lawfully addressed by another. Though Sa- 
rai wasnow 64 yef.rs old, such was the beauty of her 
person that Pharaoh's servants spoke of her to him^ and 
he sent to take her to wife. 

Q, What were Abram's feelings when his imposture 
was detected ? 

wf. He must have felt great remorse to see Pharaoh's 
innocent house punished for his fault, united with coa« 
scions shame at having acted wrong, and thereby 
afflicted the innocent ; and this is, perhaps, the se- 
verest punishment an ingenuous mind can suffer. 

Q. Wliat is the next most remarkable event record- " 
^d in Abram's life ? 

ji^ Thoufjh a pilgrim in Canaan, Abram's substance,^ 
by the blessing of God, increased till the land was not 
able to bear it— but every earthly good has its alloy. 
His brother's son had cast in his lot with Abram, and 
was cherished by him with tenderness and affection. 
But increased riches became a source of vexation ; a 
strife arose between the herdsmen of their respective 
flocks ; and it is remarked, that what augmented the 
folly of such a contention was, that the Canaanite and 
Perezite dwelt in the land ; so that their domestic 
quarrel exposed them to their common enemy. 

Q. How did Abram conduct on this occasion ? 

ji. The behaviour of Abram merits particular notice 
*ld commendation. « And Abram said unto Lot, kt 
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their be no strife, 1 pray thee, between thy herdsmen 
and njy herdsmen, for we be brethren. Is not the 
"whole land before thee — separate thyself, I pray thee, 
from me : if thou wilt lake the right hand, I will go to 
the left; or if thou go to the left hand, I will go to the 
right.** How great was Abram*s mind I How amiable his 
conduct I Abram was the elder man — he was a fatiieP 
to Lot, and had a right to choose ; but he generously 
gave up the choice to Lot, who seemed not to hesitate 
in taking it, and we do not find that he expressed any 
great reluctance at leaving Abram's family. 

Q. Was not this indifference a great fault in Lot ? 

A, It was so ; but he was still more blameable in the 
choice which he made of a residence ; selecting from 
the lust of the eye a well watered fruitful land, to in- 
crease his substance, already too large-— neglectful of 
the advantages of a religious and moral society. The 
plains of Sodom and Gomorrah appeared in the eyes of 
l>ot, beautiful as the garden of Eden, and thither he 
went to sojouin. But Abram remained in the land of 
Canaan. 

Q. What consolation did Abram receive after the de« 
parture of Lot ? • 

A. God appeared to him again, and renewed the 
promise of a numerous offspring. This promise put 
his faith to a sharp trial, for as yet he had no child, 
though far advanced in years, and had been long mar* 
ried. 

Q. What became of Lot ? 

A, He was soon brought to feel the imprudent 
choice lie had made of a residence ; for soon after a 
powerful confederacy was formed against the King of 
Sodom, who, with his allies, engaged the enemy in tha 
vale of Siddim, and was overcome, Sodom plundered, 
and Lot made prisoner. 

Q. How was(I^of rescued ? / 

A, C&y the valour and friendship of his venerable un- 
clct> Behold the good old man exchanging the 8hep>^ 
herd*« crook for the warrior's spear, and rushing with* 
all the ardour and impetuosity of youth, on the insult* 
ii)g victor ! Here we see Abram's character ia a.Qfi.w 
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point of view ; though avei'se from war, yet aaa wise- 
Prince, he was prepared for his own defence, when at> 
tacked, or to rescue a friend in distress, vjie had three 
hundred and eighteen trained servants in his own 
house, whom, together with a few friends, he armed on 
this occasion ; pursued the enemy by night, surprised 
• «nd discomfited thre four confederate Kings, with their 
victorious armies, rescued Lot, and recovered his goods, 
with all the captives. This happened before Christ 
1912. The King of Sodom offered Abram all the 
spoil he had taken ; but Abram refused to receive any 
part, save a portion for the men of Anor, Eshkol, and 
Mam re, his allies ; and what they had necessarily eaten 
on their enterprize. » 

Q. What shall we most admire in Abram, in this 
interesting transaction ? 

w^. The mind dwells with equal delight on the strength 
of Abram's affection for his nephew ; his honest indig- 
nation of violence and oppression ; the skill with which 
he planned his enterprize ; the vigour, boldness, and in- 
trepidity with which he executed it ; the moderation he 
exercised after his victory ; his disinterestedness in de- 
clining to share the spoil; and his justice and ^ood 
faith, in attending to the rights of his allies. His 
conduct on this occasion discovers a mind truly noble, 
and shews him to have been capable of being a mighty 
conqueror, and a potent Prince ; but he preferred the 
honour which come?, from God, above a great n^.Tne 
among men. 

Q, Who was Melcbizedcc ? 

ji, -Various have been the opinions concerning Mel^ 
chizedec/ He is called in scripture the King of Salem, 
(which was afterwards Jerusalem) and the priest of 
the most high God. He met Abram returning from 
battle, and blessed him ; and Abram gave him tithes of 
all he had. In Hebrews it is said that Christ was made 
« priest after the order of Melchizedec — that he was 
without father, without mother, without descent, with- 
out beginning of days or end ef years, being made 
like unto the son of God. Some have conjectured that 
it was Shem; who for Ms venerable age^ aDdc)ianiGter^ 
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was entitled to this respect ; but Shem's genealogy 
\ras well known. Others have supposed he was the 
son of God himself; hut in that the Apostle would not 
have said " he was made like unto the son of God." 
Christ could not have been said to be made like unto 
hinoself, or.a typie. .ofJuinsjlf. J Melchizedec was king 
of Salem, and we may be sure that Christ did not reign 
over any particular city as a temporal Prince. We 
must therefore conclude that Melchizedec was a mere 
man, whose genealogy the holy spirit did not chuse to 
reveal : but a good king, who loved peace and right- 
eousness, and maintained the true worship of God, 
while nearly all the world was sunk into idolatry. He 
was an eminent type of Christ ; and here we may re- 
flect with pleasure, that God has always mure true 
worshippers than we are acquainted with, even in the? 
worst of times./ It seemed as if the church was con- 
"^Bned to Abram^ family, when he was called forth from 
his father's house, to preserve a people for God 5 but 
here we find a whole nation, whose ruler is at once a 
king and priest of the most high God. 

Q. Did Abraham have, any further communicatioa 
with God ? 

J, Soon 'after this, God appeared again to Abram^ 
saying, <' fear not, 1 am thy shield ^^nd thy exceeding 
gneat reward.'* Abram had reason to^ar ; he had be- 
come the dread of one confederacy of princes, and th©^ 
nenvy of another : but protected by the shield of the Al- 
migh^r, he dwelt in safety. He had refused to be made 
rich by the king of Sodom ; and God promised himsel£ 
to rewai'd him. This renewed declaration of the di- 
vine favour, drew from Abram a dutiful, yet pathetic 
expostulation on the condition of his family, in which 
<the impatience and iretfulness of the man, was mingled 
with the submission and resignation of the believer. He 
was rich and respected ; he had been victorious over his^ 
enemies, and become a blessing to his friends ; but he 
was nnking into the vale of years, and hiS' great posses- 
sions were ready to descend to a stranger^ Eliezerof 
Damascus, steward of his household. 

Q. Was this complaint of Abeam - a si&fiil ? 
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A, ThojLigh there is much unbelief in this complaint 
of Abram's, we hear no disapprobation expressed 
against his ardour and impatience ; on the contrary, it 
procured from God a more distinct, decisive promise 
of the speedy accomplishment of his wishes. Abram*ft 
doubts were entirely removed by this promise, and his 
faith was counted to him for righteouMiess. The patri- 
arch, presuming still fanher on the divine goodness, 
entreated some present token of the certainty of 
the promises made to him. We may conclude 
that this request was not made through diffidence, 
but desire and love. We never wish from our friends, 
formal engagements-— this would inlplyadoubt of their 
attachment ; but we love to bear about with us tokens 
of their affection : in like manner, Abram wished for a 
sign, not from doubt, but because he loved much. 

Q. What did the Lord prescribe, in order to give 
^bram the desired token that his seed should possess 
* Canaan ? 

A, A solethn sacrifice of a heifer, a she-goat, and a 
ram, each of three years old ; a turtle-dove, and a 
young pigeon. As a ratification of the covenant be- 
tween the Lord and his servant was intended, the ani- 
mals were divided asunder, the birds alone excepted ; 
because the form of covenanting seems to have required 
that the persons concerned should pass between the 
parts of the sacrifice— perhaps intimating that he who 
broke the covenant might expect in like manner, to be 
cut asunder by the avenging sword of justice. The 
Gentiles as well as Jews, used a form of this kind in 
confirming covenants and treaties. When Abram had 
prepared the sacrifice, he watched it till about sun-set, 
when he was cast into a superaatural sleep, in which 
he received important and prophetical information, con-^ 
cerning his posterity for 400 years, which period con-, 
tains the time from Isaac's birth, tiU the departure of 
the children of Israel out of Egypt. 

Q. Wl^i wasi Ishmael ? 

A, He was Abram's eldest son — ^his mother's name 
, -was Hagar, an Egyptian, whom he married at the re- 
, ^uest of Sarai. B. C. 1 9 1 1 . 
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Q. WkSX. IS recorded of Isbmael ? , f . ^ ic- 
^. That he should be a wild man^ that his hand 
should be against every man, and every man's hand 
against him : which prophecy is fulfilling at this time, 
in the Arabs and various other tribes, who from the tiaae 
of Ishmaely tlieir father, have been wxmdering tribes of 
robbers. 
' " Q, Was^it lawful for Abram to have two wives I 

ji. Undoubtedly it was not ; and we have in all ages 
seen very bad actions sanctioned by good men, which 
should teach us not to condemn persons for a few 
faults, which do not accord with the general tenor of 
their lives \, and it absolutely teaches us not to take a 
mere man aa a model for ua to imitate, seeing tbat 
Abram, the friend of God, was guilty of twice denying 
his wife, beside the error of taking, according to a sin- 
ful custom which then prevailed, a second wife while 
the first was living. 

Q. What pumshmcnt did Abram feel in consequence 
of this sin ? 

A, His wife was taken from him, and he severely 
rebuked for denying her ; and from his marriage with 
Hagar, a continual strife and jealousy in his family, aa 
that he was forced to send Hagar and Ishmael from un« 
dcr his roof, which must have been very psdnful to so 
good a man as Abram. 

<?. What Jiad«,tJbejt done to^-be. thus sent away,? 
^./^.r Isaac^ who was the son of promise, was born when 
Ishmael was about 14 years of age.' He was the son 
of Sarah, whose name, with that of Abraham, was now 
changed, to signify that a multitude should spring from 
them : and the day shie weaned him, Abr^^am made a 
• great feast, and Sarah saw Ishmael niocibnjg'-««<which 
word seems to imply a profane contempt of the cove- 
nant and promise, as well as hatred of his brother- 
Sarah, however, appears to have been actuated by re« 
sentment and hatred, in requiring Abraham to send 
away Hagar and her son.— Abraham was grieved at 
IshmaePa misconduct, aqd Sarah's severity ; and he 
might also be perplexed how to reconcile the duty he 
owed to bis son and Hagar^ with the affection he bore 
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his wife'; but the Lord was pleased to make his ^ay 
plain, "Slid to shew him that Hagar and Ishmael must 
be sent away ; so Abraham arose early in the morning^, 
and gave Hagar bread and a bottle of water, and sent 
them away. 

Q, But was not Abraham to blame in making such a 
scanty provision for them ? 

wf. Bread and water denote necessaries for their in- 
tended journey : Ishmael was then more than 1 6 years 
old— -yet the provision was laid on Hagar*s shoulders, 
as more inured to labour. We must suppose the cir- 
cumstances were ordered by divine appointment ; per- 
haps for Hagar's humiliation) and with some view to 
Ishmael's future situation. Hagar however, wandered, 
or lost her way in the deSart, which accounts fot* their 
distress ; for it does not appear that the provisions were 
consumed, or that Abraham sent them away without 
money : but the water was spent, and the climate hot, 
so that Ishmael was overcome by heat and thirst, and 
I'eady to die. Hagar assisted him to reach a shade, 
ilnd, fully expecting he would die in that place, sat 
down at some distance, and wept. In this emergency 
the Lord hieard the voice of Ishmael, (i>erhap3 his 
prayer) and addressed Hagar by an angel, bidding her 
not fear, but rely on the promise given her before, 
that dod would make of him a great nation. At the 
same time the Lord directed her attention to a well 
df water near at hand, but not before observed by her, 
and she gave the lad drink and he revived. 

Q. What J)ecame of xlshmael ? 

.^•lThe\^or3 prospered Ishmael in his outward cir- 
;cumstances^, nor can we certainly conclude, notwith- 
standing "his past misconduct, his general character, or 
ihe typical meaning of his expulsion from Abraham's 
family, that he lived and died destitute of the special 
grace of God. He became an archer, and thus in his 
person the prophecy concerning him began to be ac- 
complished, and has ever since been fulfilling in his 
posterity. 

Q . Who was Isaac ? 

•^. He was the son of promise, born when Abraham 
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.tvas 10©, and Sarah about 90 years old-^B. C* 1896. 
But their long trial of faith and patience, was atp last 
clowned by a promising son, who as he grew up> 
shewed early marks of piety and goodness. 

Q. What is recorded most remarkable in Abralmm 
«iid Isaac's &ith ? ^ 

^. |When Isaac was about 24 years old, B. C. 1871, 
to prove Abraham's faith, God ordered him to take his 
beloved son, and offer him as a burnt sacri&c^ on Mount 
Moriah. / By what nieahs Gml spake to Abraham we 
know not, but that Abraham knew it was the voice of 
God, and not a delusion of Satan, is most certain ; for 
he hesitated not at the surprizing mandate, rpse early 
in the morning, and began the painful journey ; du- 
ring three days his faith failed not*— neither the strange- 
ness of the command to offer a human sacrifice, nor 
his love for his darling soA) nor the evil re^port such an 
action would bring upon his character, shook his con- 
fidence in God, or made him question the propriety of 
the divine command. Isaac's faith must also have been 
equally' great to submit to be offered. He might have 
supposed his father insane, had he not believed the ^ 
word of Abraham, who probably explained to Isaac the 
nature and obligations of the divine command.— When 
Isaac lay bound on the altar, he typified Christ, as bound 
by the high priest, and nailed to the cross. 

Q. Did not God know Abraham's heart before thi$ 
trial ? 

vf. Doubtless he did ; but the Lord saw good to re- 
quire experimental evidence of it, for the glory of his 
grace, for Abraham's comfort, and for the benefit of 
the whole church. The promises given to Abraham at 
this time, were intended not only for him, but that we 
might have strong "consolation, who have fled for re^ 
fuge to lay hold on the hope set before us in Christ. 

Q. What picture of ancient hospitality do we find ext- 
hibited in the history of Abraham ? 

wf. When he had dwelt 16 years in the vale of Mam- 
re, 'B.C. 1897, as he sat enjoying the coolness of the 
shade at hi& tent door, in the heat of the day, three 
meni under the appearai;k,ce of travellers, presentecf 
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themselves to bis view. It is generally agreed that 
two of these were created angels, and the other the 
eternal son of God, visibly appearing in a human form. 
Abraham seems to have been waiting for an opportu- 
nity of exercising hospitality, and supposing these to 
be weary travellers, invited them into his ^ent, (there 
being no inns at that time.) With kindness, which is 
true politeness, he attended to all their wants. He gave 
them water to wash their feet, which was as refreshing 
where they wore only sandals, and travelled through 
burning sands, though not as necessary, as bread. 
He gave them cakes of fine meal, baked by the hand of 
Sarah ; a calf from the herd, of Abraham's own choo* 
sing; and butter and milk from their own pasture.—- 
Their attendant was the man, who in former days put 
kings and their armies to flight, the guests descended 
angels. Contrasted with this picture of ancient hospi- 
tality, what are the most pompous entertainments and 
far-fetched luxuries of the present day ! 

Q, 'What was the purpose of this visit ? 

wf. In this interview, which was a short time before 
the birth of Isaac, God informed Abraham that he was 
going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, for their ex- 
ceeding wickedness. He would not conceal this thing 
from Abraham, both on accoimt of Lot, and because 
Abraham was his friend and servant, he would give 
him an opportunity to intercede for them, that God 
might shew the justice of Ids proceedings, and not 
-only give Abraham, but all good men, in all ages, rea- 
son to glorify him, who is the avenger of the innocent. 
The two whom we suppose to be created angels, de- 
parted from Abraham, who stood yet before the Lord^ 
before the same person with whon;^ he had been com- 
munino:. 

Q. Did Abraham intercede with God for the devoted 
^ties ? 

^, He humbly solicited that they might be spared, 
and assumed as an unquestionable truth, at the begin- 
ning of his suit, that the Judge of all the earth could 
not but do right. But knowing how the righteous 
Lord delighteth in mercy, he pleadi that aot^oaly the 
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pious remnant might be preserved, but likewise that 
the guilty might be spared, for their sakes. At first 
he seemed to hope, that 50 righteous might be found 
in Sodpm onlyi as the capital city«— but the event leads 
us to conclude, that not ten could be found in all the five 
cities. While Abraham plead for the guilty cities, he 
did not foi*get that he was but dust and ashes, a poor^ 
6inful» dying man. 

Q. What arguments did Abraham make use of? 
vf. 'He ingeniously obtained God's pi omis.e to sav^ 
the dty for tJie sake of tec nghteous, and probably 
thought he had now got \vithin the limits of Lot's 
family, and that among bis children and servants, that 
small number might be found. But alas ! he wa» 
nustakea. Lot did not go there from worthy motives, 
ami staid with unwarrantable pertinacity; accord- 
ingly he seems to have done no good, and to have got 
much harm himself, and his family still more. 
Q. Wa,%.JLot a good man t _ , -^ ^- 
•J. /From what the apostle says of ym,~(l Peter, 

? 2d Chap. 7'th vcr.) we must conclude that his character 
was on the whole good, and his example generally 

' worthy of imitation j yet he wanted firmness, and was 

• not fitfor his statign. 
"~9^i How great was the degeneracy of Sodom ? 
' vf. 'The unparalleled wickedness of that city is most 

' forcibly described by the simple narration in Scripture, 
and is an example of speaking practise too shameful to 
be mentioned in language, fit shews also to what a pitch 
8f wickedness sinners arrive, when laws are not en- 
forccid, and government is corrupt, and should niake 
us thankful that our government was formed under the 
direction of men, who had the feat^ of God before 
their eyes; and that we still have a remnant of righteous 
among us, or ere this we should have been like unto So- 
dom and Gontbrrah, And at th^ day of judgment, when 
God shall bring to light the hidden things of darkness, 
and manifest the secrets of all hearts, and when the 
wicked shall sufiTer the vengeance of eternal fire, we 
shall see the }tisticeof their condemnation, as we now 
see that of the abominable cities of Sodom* 
D 
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Q, What did /the an^ols do when they arrived at 
Sodom ? 

«^* They commanded ^ot to collect all his family, 
and flee from Sodom, for the Lord would destroy it : 
but out of Lots connections, only his wife, and his two 
" unmarried daughters obeyed his summons i so little 
reverence had they for his word ; and even these would 
have lingered till too late, had not the angels laid hold 
ef their hands, and, as it were, forced them to a place 
«f safety : and out of this small number, one was lost, 
loot's wife, in .unbelief, and love to Sodom, and its riches, 
regretting what was left behind, and proposing to re- 
turn, looked back, contrary to God*s express command, 
and was instantly struck dead, and petrified, and thus 
remained to. after ages a visible monument of divine 
displeasure^ 

Q, What jdo we learn from this portion of history ? 

-tf. We seein it, a striking illustration of the bene- 
volence of divine sovereignty. Neither Lot or any of 
his family, would have escaped from Sodom, had not 
God in mercy forced them from the city ; yet the favour 
shewn to Lot's family was no injustice to his sons in* 
law, and the rest of his household, who refused to hear 
his voice, and fjee for safety. It also shews the neces- 
shy of a redeemer and intercessor, for guilty man. 
Lot was saved as a righteous man; yet his deliverance 
^as owing to Abraham^s prayecsj ratherHhan his own 
goodness. 

Q. How was Abraham made, acquainted with the de- 
struction of Sodom ? 

Q. The morning after Sodom was destroyed, Abra- 
ham rose early, probably to enquire after the success 
of his prayers, and to renew them : but the awful scene 
he witnessed, efifectually precluded further interces- 
sion, for Sodom and the other cities. Dreadful change ! 
He beheld that beautiful plain, which h^ad allured the 
eyes of Lot, in one eventful day, converted into a vast 
smoking furnace ; cities and their. inhabitants swallowed 
up in one deluge of fire. 

Q, What appearance does the country now present ? 

Jf, The whole plain where those cities stood is ton- 
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verted into a lake, caHed the salt, or dead sea ; which 
exhibits an appearance in many respects extraordinary^ 
and dissimilar to all other seas or lakes. 

Q. What account can' you give of Sarah's death ? 
ji. She died at Hebron^in the land of Canaan, at the 
age of 127, B. C. 1860. She is the only woman whose 
entire age is recorded in scripture ; and her history 
proves, that life though lengthened to an hundred years, 
is still vanity and vexation of spirit; f "That beauty 
which conjugal affection had doated on, and which at 
the age of 89 was the admiration of princes, could not 
secure happiness to its possessor. Discontented becaus6 
she had no child, she induced her husband to marry a 
second wife, contrary to the law of (iod ; then tor- 
mented with jealousy, she committed an act of injustice 
and barbarity, which remains a lasting disgrace on her 
character ; for although the promises of God were 
accomplished by the expulsion of Ishma^l, from Abra- 
ham's family, this fact forms no excuse for Sarah's se- 
verity. 4'The last 37 years of her life, she seems to have 
been tranquil and happy, enjoying the unabated affec- 
tion of her beloved lord, and educating her only son 
Isaac, whose accomplishments and virtues, rendered 
him the favourite of God and man. But the time at 
length arrived when she must pay the debt of nature. 
Affecting change ! now the eyes of Abraham cannot 
endure to look upon her, whom once he shuddered that 
another should see with pleasure ; and he is as eager to 
bury her out of his sight, as he formerly was to retain 
her to himself. Let the lovely and admired think of this 
and be humble, remembering that the beauty of Saralt 
is now forgotten, while her jealousy and severity, and 
the other faults of her character, are placed fully before 
us. But notwithstanding her defects she was a partaker 
of Abraham's faith* and through the merits of her 
Saviour, is now enjoying the blessing of heaven. 

Q. What is the first money transaction on record ? 

A, The purchase of a burying place for Sarah. Abra- 
ham bought the field of Epbron the Hittite, and the 
cave of Macpelah. 

Q. What do we find to admire in this transaction I 
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A, The whole of this transaction is a beautiful pic- 
ture of the simplicity of ancient manners, and exhibits 
» style of unaffected kindness and civility, which strick- 
ingly condemns the coTctousness of the present day. 
Tender andafTectionate, Abraham was desirous of honor- 
ing in death, the remains of what he prized in life. 
Generous and independent, he refused to pay respect to 
Sarah's memory, with that which cost him nothing. 
Civil and polite, he repaid the courtesy of his neigh- 
hours with aiTability and condescension. Scrupulously 
just ahd honest, he would give nothing less than the 
full price for what was frankly offered him as a gift. 

Q. How was business conducted before this time ? 

A, Before this time, and long after, wealth was gen- 
erally estimated by the number and quality of cattle. 
But even so early as the time of Abraham, we find sil- 
ver employed as a more commodious mean of traffick. 

Q. Do we know of any events which happened, in 
other nations, before this period \ 

A, Egypt seems to have been at thir time, a polished 
kingdom and it was divided into four principalities ; 
Thebus, Thin, Memphis and Tanais. Some of the 
pyramids are supposed to have been built at a much 
earlier period : and the Egyptians, as well as Chaldeans, 
had made some progress in the study of astronomy. 
iThose countries which lay contiguous to the settlement 
made by Noah, and which were not affected by the con- 
fusicm of languages, we may suppose, retained most 
knowledge^ of God, and the best remembrance of the 
arts taught to Adam ; while those who removed far- 
ther off, and whose knowledge of the original language 
was lost, soon became barbarians, and we are told that 
the Greeks deified the man who first taught them to 
eat acorns, as a more wholesome food than the common 
herb of the field. In Abraham's time, Inachus, the 
most ancient kingacknowledged by the Greeks, founded 
the kingdom of Argos. 

Q. Did Abraham's grief for Sarali, diminish his care 
of Isaac ? 

A, After the death of Sarah anxiety about the dear 
object of their common aQection, much increased in 
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Ibe surviving parent. Afor$Aani, with the solicitude of 
a good Either, vras desirous of obtaining a wife fof 
Isaac, trho should be more refnarkable for prudence and^ 
virtuei than nobility or wealth. He judged it unwise 
to marry his son into a Hittite family, because they had 
deviated from the Worship of the true God. He could 
esteem their hospitality and kindness, while he con* 
demned their religion. Affecting view of the degene- 
racy of human nature ! that Isaac, the son of falthfbl 
Abraham, should be in more danger of being perverted 
l^ an idolatrous wife, than that a woman of Canaan 
should be converted to the worship of the true God, by 
a believing husband. 

Q. What was Isaac*s character ? 
wf. Isaac appears to have been of a contemplative 
turn of mind, and so little attached to the concerns of 
tliis life, that he trusted the most important transaction, 
to the wisdom of his fiftther. 

Q. What steps did Abraham take to procure a wife 
for Isaac I 

A. Like a good man, who acknowledged God even in 
the most ordinary concerns, he called the eldest servant 
of his house, and required him to swear that he would 
not take a wife for Isaac from among the idolatrous Ca* 
naanites, but would endeavor to procure him one of 
his own Kindred, among whonkthe worship of God was 
still in some measure retained^ This was undoubtedly, 
Eliezer of Damascus. About 60 years had now elap* 
sed since Abraham spoke of him, as the. steward of his 
household. He was therefore not only far advanced in 
years, but evidently a man of singular piety and wisdom. 
Q, What conditions did this servant make in this 
service ? 

Ji» Before ho engaged, he premised,' th&t should a 
proper person be found, and she would not consent to 
leave her home, and become a stranger in Canaan, 
whether Isaac ought, in that case, to go and live in Meso- 
potamia ? But the sojourning of the patriarchs in Ca- 
naan was a representation of believers in this world ;. 
and Isaac's returning back to that country, from which 
Abraham at God's command, had come, would bave,. 
D2 ^ . 
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counteracted the original call, and been an emblem oC 
a professor's apostacy. Abraham therefore decl&red hia 
assurance, grounded on the former mercies of God^ 
and his promises and covenant, which was confirmed 
by an oathj that he would remove all hindrances, and 
prosper the undertaking : for he would send his angel 
before him for this very purpose ; and this assurance^t 
with, the express stipulation, that his oath should not 
be otherwise binding, fully satisfied this faithful and 
conscientious servant, and he no longer scrupled thus 
to engage himself. 

Q. What are we to understand by his sending his 
angel ? 

A, It appears from scripture that the holy angels 
were created by God, complete in derived and de- 
pendent excellency ; that they are very numerous, and 
of different' ranks and orders-^-angels, principalities and 
powers ; that they still retain, and are now confirmed 
in, the image and favour of God, in holiness and felici- 
ty; that they excel in wisdom, knowledge, and 
strength ; are as a flame of fire, with perfect love, gra? 
titude, and active zeal ; and yet proportionably influen- 
ced by deep humility, and reverendal awe of God, 
They are represented as standing in his presence, wait- 
ing his commands, covering their faces in profound 
iidoradon, doing his will, and fulfilling his pleasure.-^ 
They are on this account called angels or messengers ; 
for though he needs them not, " puts no trust in them,'* 
and even, in comparison with his own infinite wisdom, 
" charges them with folly j" yet he is pleased to honour 
them with his commands, wJbich they execute with un- 
wearied alacrity ; and when he appoints, the meanest, 
or the most important services are alike delightful to 
them. They arc often sent to execute his awful ven- 
geance ; but more generally to minister to them who 
shall be heirs of salvadon. There is not a bright seraph, 
through all the heavenly hosts, who would not delight 
to attend to poor despised Lazarus, in a hospital or 
dungeon ; and they all rejoice over a repenting sinner. 
Our obligations to them arc great ; but they are our fel- 
low servants, and have therefore no claim to our wor- 
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ship. We may however love them, and rejoice at the 
thoughts of being with them, and like them forever. 

Q. In what place, and in what employment, was the 
destined bride of Isaac found ? 

«^» Eliezer took ten camels of his master, with every 
thing suitable for the occasion, and accompanied with 
other* servants^ went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of 
Nahor, where he found Rebecca, not indolently reclining 
under a canopy of state, or issuing forth to breathe the 
evening air, accompanied by a numer6us and splendid 
retinue of domestics ; but bearing a pitcher on her shouls* 
der to draw the evening's water for her famDy. As Abra- 
ham's servant wished to obtain a wife for Isaac who 
should at once unite in her character simplicity, indus!- 
try, humility, affability, and cheerfulness in observing 
the duties of hospitality, he asked Rebecca for a little 
water from her pitcher; and slie said, "drink, and I 
will give thy camels drink also.'^ Abraham's servant 
had attendants, and might have spared Rebecca this 
trouble ; but he would not interpose, that he might ob- 
serve her conduct, and wait an answer to the prayer he 
had just before made. The obliging deportment of 
Rebecca to the servant paved the way for her advance.*^ 
ment to the rank of his mistress.. 

Q. What moral precepts can be drawn from the char- 
acter of Rebecca I 

wf. From Rebecca we may leam^ that kindness and 
condescension are equally conducive to our honour and 
happiness ; and that an insolent, unfeeling, disobliging 
young woman, is an odious and contemptible monster 
in creation. Nor was Rebecca deficient in virgin mo^ 
deatyj th^t most attractive of allftmale graces. When 
asked, " wilt thou go with this man,"^ she ingenuously 
replied, " I will go." The honest simfilicity of nature 
«a« not then corrufited by modem refinement^ which is 
frequently subversive of sincerity, 

Q, What account can you give of the meeting of 
Rebecca and Isaac I 

.//. When Rebecca approached her destined lord, 
female d^Ucacy^ maiden diffidence and reserve, strongly 
marked her actions. She alighted from the camel^. 
took a yeil and covered herself 
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Q, Where did she find Isaac ? 

ji. Walking in the fields, to meditate on the works 
of God, and to praise him. This is the leading trait in 
this good man's character. 

Q. What requisites for happiness did Isaac and Re- 
becca possess ? 

Ji. The fear and love of God on both sides ; calm- 
ness, wisdom, fidelity and affluence, on the part of the 
husband ; humi^ty, decency, meekness, frankness and 
discretion, on the part of the wife. A dutiful and affec- 
tionate son will make a kind and indulgent husband. 
There is no reason to expect that one who has violated 
the first law of nature, morality and religion, by undu- 
tiful conduct to parents, will fulfil thei more difficult du- 
ties of the conjugal state^. 

Q. What chUdren had Isaac ^ 

./£. Esau and Jacob, who were twins, and were not 
bom till Isaac was sixty years old, and had been married 
20 years. Thus the faith and patience of Isaac were 
tried 20 years. Esau and Jacob were born 1 5 years be- 
fore the death of Abraham. 

Q. What is recorded of the latter part of Abraham's 
Jtfe? 

jf. Having seen his beloved son settled tp his satis- 
faction, he ciitered again into the married state, and 
v^as blessed with> six sons and ten grand-children, born, 
in his life time. In order to prevent strife after his 
death, as &r as human sagacity and foresight could do 
it, and knowing that property is the great source of 
contention among men, he settled all his worldly af- 
fairs, by bequeathing the bulk of his property to Isaac, 
the child of his first and principal wife.. He. made a 
suitable provision for the other branches of his family, 
and sent them into a distant part of the country, while 
he yet lived, that the peaceable temper of Isaac might 
net be exposed to trouble from the neighborhood of 
ambitious, violent and avaricious brothers, after his 
d^ath. The^ period at length arrived when Abraham 
must die, being an old man and full of years, at the aga 
of 175— A. M. 2.183; B.C. 1821. A life marked with 
uncommon, trials and blessings, distinguished by the^ 
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most brilliant viituesi but not wholly exempted from 
frailties and infirmities. It appears that an Intercourse 
between Ishmael and his father's family had been kept 
up ^ for we find him apprised of Abraham's death) and 
assisting at his funeral. 

Q. What faults are recorded of Isaac ? 

jf. There was a second famine in the land, and Isaacr 
at God's command) went to reside with Abimelech king 
of Gerar— the same, according to Josephus, with whom 
Abraham had formed a friendly connection ; but as 80^ 
or 90 years had elapsed since that event, it is moat pro- 
bable that Abimeleck (which signifies my father, the 
king) was the general name of the kings of the Philis- 
tines ; and this Abimelech was the successor of him 
■who made the covenant with Abraham. While Isaac 
sojourned among the Philistines, he cotnmitted the 
same sin which had disgraced his fathgp;: fbt whea 
interrogated concerhing Rebecca, he saiL <^ she is my 
sister ;" for he feared to say, she itf my wile, " lest, said* 
he, the men of this place kill me, for my wife's sake,** 
This answer contains a more direct falsehood than that- 
used by Abraham, and his unbelief was more inexcusa^ 
ble, because he lived in Gerar, by God*s express com- 
mand, and under the promise 6( his immediate pto- 
tection. Isaac lived there a long time httote his deceit 
was discovered, which shewed th^t his suspicions' were 
injurious to the Philistines. The moderation, honor 
and good sense which Abimelech shewed on this oecs- 
sion, was the severest reproof Isaac could have re^ 
ceived. 

Q, DJd God prosper Isaac after this ? 

^. Probably Isaac repented deeply of his fault, (for 
under the protection of Abimelech he lived peaceably 
a number of years ;) and the Lord blessed him, and he 
waxed great, and the Philistines envied his prosperity. 
Even Abimelech, though more liberal than the gene* 
rality of mankind, at last began to grow weary of a guest 
whose growing greatness eclipsed his o\Wfi— and he de- 
sired him to leave the city ; which he did immediately, 
and retired to the valley of Gerat upon the border of 
Abimelech's kmgdom. 
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Q. Did Abimelech allow him to live there in peaces? 
^. Isaac opened the wells which his father had dug ; 
. but the shepherds of Abimelech strove with him, and, 
fond of peace, he chose rather tO recede from his just 
right than to support it by force. He called the first well 
£sek, (which signifies strife,) the second Sitnah, (which 
denotes hatre<l,) the third llehoboth, (which means a 
large space,) because he was permitted to keep posses* 
fiion of this last well. Isaac's wealth still increased, 
which led Abimelech to fear that his former friendship 
for him would be forgotten, and that he would revenge 
himself for the ill treatment he had met with. He 
therefore went to him, with the chief officers of his 
court, and desired to renew the covenant which had 
been made with his father. Isaac, after glancing 
slightly upon his late conduct, ratified the covenant. 
Q, What ^stresses did Isaac feel after this treaty ? 
ji. They wre chiefly of the domestic kind, and had 
their source in bis own infirmity, viz. a fond parttality 
in favour of his oldest son ; and the mischief was in- 
creased by a preference equally decided, which Rebec- 
ca had conceived for Jacob. The brothers also dis- 
covered early the effect of parental partiality, by a com- 
petition for precedency, and the rights of primogeniture. 
Esau was a hunter, but Jacob was a plain man, and a 
shepherd all his life. To Esau belonged the birth- 
right ; but he seems not to have valued it, as including 
tfa^ special blessing covenanted to Abraham, not only 
in respect to the land of Canaan-, but salvation by Christ. 
These blessings, as a believer, Jacob supremely valued ; 
but Esau despised them. As he returned one day from 
hunting, weary and fatigued, he begged Jacob to give 
him to eat of some pottage he had prepared ; but Jacob 
refused, unless as an equivalent he would sell him his 
birth-rightr Esau, who did not value it, readily acceded 
to the proposal. It cannot be supposed that Esau Was 
in danger of dying by hunger, in Isaac's house, or the 
transaction would not have been so severely condemned. 
Esau's words signify, « I am going towards death j" 
and he seems to have meant, << I shall never live to ia* 
herit Canaan^ or any of those future supposed blc«* 
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shtgs, and what is it to me who has them when I am 
gone V 

Q. What other troubles did Isaac experience in his 
family ? 

.^. The next trouble which he felt was owing to the 
marriage of his favourite son (at the age of forty, and 
the hundredth year of Isaac's life,) with two Hittite 
women. This was two great evils in one : it was intro-* 
ducing idolatry into his family, and carrying on a prac- 
tice which has ever been fatal to domestic peace. This 
disorderly conduct of Esau was, and no wonder, a grief 
of heart to Isaac and Rebecca. Not4ong after this 
Isaac lost the blessing of sight. 

Q. Did Isaac attempt to bestow the prophetic bles- 
sing on Esau ? 

^. Feeling his growing infirmities, and the approach 
of death, though ignorant of the day when he must re- 
sign his body to the dust, and anxious to convey the 
double portion, the patriarchal benediction, and the 
covenant promise to his elder and more beloved son, 
Isaac called Esau with accents of parental tenderness, 
and proposed to him the mingled pleasure of pursuing 
his favourite amusement, of ministering to his fond fa- 
ther's pleasure, and of securing to himself the great 
object of his desire, the blessing, with all its valuable 
effects. We find two great infirmities in Isaac's char- 
acter ; a disposition to gratify his palate, and a mis- 
guided affection for his son Esau. Thus a lively and 
strong principle of grace, may consist with much natu- 
ral weakness. 

Q, What steps did Rebecca take to secure the bles- 
sing for Jacob ? 

J, Rebecca, equally attentive to the interest of Jocob, 
having overheard Isaac's proposals to Esau, and know- 
ing the promise had been decreed to Jacob, formed a 
plan, which at once shewed a distrust of Qbd, and a 
worldly spirit. It is painful to think how little scrupu- 
lous, even good people are, about the means of accom- 
plishing what their hearts are set upon. Rebecca knew 
that Isaac was about to act wrong ; yet she ought to 
iiave expostulated with him> and if that failed to con- 
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'Vincoi to have commiued tho matter to the Lord by 

Irayer, and hv no means have practised upon Isaac's 
ifirmUleii and helplessness. It was unbecoming the 
wife of his youth} who owed love» honour and obedience 
40 her lord ; inconsistent with genuine piety to take the 
work of tho Lord out of bis handst and most shameful 
as a mother to persuade her darling son to violate truth, 
and practise fraud on bis aged and blind father. She 
threw a stumbling-block in the way of Esau, and fur- 
nished him with a plausible pretext for his enmity, not 
x^nly to Jucob, but to religion* Jacob objected to the 
plan as impolitic, fearing he should be discovered, and 
provoke his father to .pronounce a curse Aipon him in« 
stead of a blessing. But he did not seem to be im- 
pressed with the great criminality of the fraud, 

Q. What was Rebecca's plan ? 

wf. She prepared Isaac's favourite dish long before 
Esau .could have obtained it by bunting, arrayed Ja- 
cob in garmcnii^ which belonged to Esau, and cover- 
ed his h&nds und neck with goat skins, which in those 
-hot cliniatcs are not so thickly covered with hair 
JB» in our northern regions, Jacob thus disguised, a^ 
much as art could tlisguise him, and furnished with the 
savoury meat which Isaac loved, advanced with trem- 
rbling steps into bis father's prefieuce. 

Q, Had Isuac no suspicions of the Imposture ? 

J, The good old man's suspicions were evidently 
;excited either by the tone of J^-cob's voice, or by the 
hesitating manner in which he spoke, And Uaac said, 
<^ how hast thou found it so quickly, my son?'* And Ja- 
iCob said, << because the Lord, thy Cod, brought it to 
me." One fraud wUl generally load to anoii^er, and 
simple falsehood, by an easy progress^ rises to perjury. 
Who is not shocked to hear the son of Isaac, mterpo^ 
*lng the dreadful name of the Lord God of his fathers, 
not to confirm the truth, but to countenance a delibcrato 
lie. Issac, no doubt, would have been glad to hcai* 
Esau use such pious language ; but still fearinglt was 
Jacob's voice, bade him come near, that he might feel 
his hands, thinking by that means to detect the fallacy s 
but craft is often too deep for honesty. Rebecca had 
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not formed her plot so ill as to fail at this stage of the 
business ; and Isaac was too good himself to imagine 
others could be so wicked. He suffered himself, there- 
fore} to be at length persuaded ; and having refreshed 
himself) he pronounced the irrevocable blessing. Had 
not Isaac been blinded with ill-judged favour to Esau, he 
had not been exposed to this imposition. Could Jacob 
have trusted in God, and waited to be conducted by Pro- 
vidence, he had arrived at his end with no less certain- 
ty, and without such accumulated guUt and dishonour. 
It is worthy of observation, that though Isaac, by the 
spirit of prophecy, foretold and foresaw the future for- 
tunes of his family at the remotest distance, his natural 
discernment was so small, that he could not dbtin- 
guish one branch of it from another ; and, impelled by 
a will more powerful than his own, he involuntarily be- 
stowed dominion and precedency, where he least in- 
tended it. 

Q. How did Isaac conduct on discovering the deceit 
practised on him ? 

J, He was seized with consternation by the various 
reflections which rushed into his mind, and was sensible 
he had been endeavouring to counteract the appoint- 
ment of God. At the importunity of Esau, who arri- 
ved with his venison soon after Jacob's departure/ Isaac 
pronounced a secondary blessing upon him, which con- 
sisted in temporal prosperity, and would probably have 
been very acceptable to Esau had it not been for the 
<:Iause, " thou shalt serve thy brother.^' 

Q^ How did Esau bear his disappointment ? 

v^. His hatred to Jacob rose to such a height, that he 
was determined to murder him as soon as his father 
should be laid in the grave. Jacob had, indeed, given 
him cause for hatred ; but that does not excuse Esau's 
malice and rage. He seems to have had no regard to 
Rebecca's feelings. And she found) too late, that her 
dishonest plan had brought misery upon herself and 
family ; and she exclaimed in the bitterness of anguish, 
*^ must I lose both my children in one day :" but willing 
to save Isaac further distress, she concealed the mur- 
derous designs of Esau, and intreated Isaac to permit 
E 
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Jacob to go to Padan*arain, and take a wife 'from the 
family of her brother Laban, alledgmg the ill conduct 
of Esau's wives as reason lor his consent. Isaac readi- 
ly agreed, and at parting, confirmed the blessing more 
^Uy to Jacob than he had done before. The fervour 
of his farewell benediction, pathetically expressed his 
despair of meeting him again. It alsp shews that piety 
and paternal affection, had oblitejrated from Isaac's mind 
the Ul conduct of Jacob ? 

Q« Did Isaac live to meet Jacob again ? 

A. Yes, he lived 40 years longer ; but there is- noth- 
ing memorable recorded of him during that period. 
"We only know that he lived to embrace Jacob and his 
numerous family. 

Q. In what manner did Jacob travel to Padan-aram ? 

A* He went alone, and on foot ; probably that he 
might escape the revenge of his brother, who if Jacob 
had been sent away with suitable attendants, (as Abra- 
ham's servant was when he went for Rebecca,) would 
have pursued and murdered him. But seeing Jacob 
sent away in this solitary manner, and finding that he 
did not in consequence of the blessing and the birth« 
right, advance any claim to the temporal riches of his 
father, his envy and jealousy were abated. It seems also 
to have been a proper punishment to Jacob for using 
unfair means to obtain a pre-eminence. 

Q. What hardships had Jacob to encounter ? 

A* His journey lay through a country in many places 
desert and sandy, and in others no less dangerous, from 
the hostile tribes, which inhabited or ranged thro*;^h it. 
Rebecca must have felt a new reproof for her guilt, in 
the hardships and dangers to which her favourite son 
was exposed from her sinful plan. 

Q. What remarkable event happened to Jacob on his 
journey ? 

A, Night coming on, and there being no hospitable 
person at hand to entertain him, (and perhaps fearing 
he might meet with insult should he enter the neigh- 
bouring city of Luz,) after he had found a pleasant spot, 
he took such refreshments as he had with hinr, and 
oomposfid himself tp sleep in the fields. Although an 
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. outcast and ft wanderer, from his earthly parents^ he 
found himself in the more immediate presence of his 

heavenly Father. God appeared to him that night in » 
vkdon, bid him not fear, and m the name of the God of 

Abraham and Isaac, promised to give to him and to hia 
children, the land on which be lay, and to keep him 
fi*om all harm till he should be brought bacJe again to 
his own country. Jacob, who had done so much to of- 
fend God, seemed rather terrified than delighted with 
the presence of his Maker, and he said, <' God is in this 

, places and I knew it not ! How dreadful is this place : 
this is none other than the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven.'* Jacob was not ignorant of God's omni- 
presence, of his gracious nearness to those who fear him ; 
but being sensible of his past iniquity, he little expect- 
ed the ordinary comforts of religion. How then must 
he have been overwhelmed with his own unworthin6ss> 
and the divine condescension I 

Q. What memorial did Jacob erect in remembrance 
of this vision ? 

A, He rose early in the morning, took the stone 
which he had used for a pillow, set it up for a pillar, 
and poured oil upon the top of it, expressing as well as 
he was able, his willing mind to offer the sacrifice of 
praise, and to leave a monument, whereby he might 
readily know the place, where he had received this gra- 
cious vision ; he vowed to render unto God, a tenth of 
all that he should give hitn, and to erect ati altar for the 
worship of God in that place, when he. returned in 
peace. And he called the place Bethel, (that is, the 
house of God.) 

Q. Did he meet with any accident, during his jour- 
ney ? ' 

A, Nothing of importance happened to Jacob during 
the remainder of his journey, till he reached the well 
of .Hai*am, which stood on the high-road before the en- 
trance of the city. We are not to suppose that the 
cities here spoken of, were any thing more than coun* 
try villages. The time of which ^e are now speaking 
was that simple, and comparatively innocent^ and hap- 
py age of the world, when the chi^ occupations and 
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employments of men, were seen in the shepherd's life J 
while as yet gold had not settled the price of every 
production of the natural world, nor determined the 
importance of all intellectual endowments ; while as 
yet commerce had not opened her ten thousand chan* 
nels of luxury, to enervate, corrupt, and destroy man- 
kind. Water, in that country being extremely scarce, 
particular regulations were observed by mutual consent, 
to prevent the waste^ or the unequal use of it. While 
the shepherds waited for the gathering of the flocks, 
Jacob entered into conversation with them, and learned 
that his kinsms^n Laban lived in the neighbourhood, was 
in health, and that his daughter Rachel was expected 
every moment at the well, with her father's docks. 
The most distinguished female characters were ncrt; 
ashamed to be found engaged in the humble, useful oc« 
cupations of domestic life ; and the employments of 
Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel, shew the true dignity of 
the female sex, and their proper sphere of importance. 
Not the rival of man, not the mere instrument of 
his pleasure, or the silly idol of his adoration ; but a 
help meet for him. 

Q. ^Vhat reception did Jacob meet with in Laban's 
housie ? 

J. Jacob at the first interview conceived an afifectioci 
for his beautiful cousin. But he had not the splendid 
retinue of Eliezer, and his costly presents, to soften the 
hard heart of her avaricious father. Jacob frankly told 
Laban that he had purchased the birthright, and obtain- 
ed the prophetic blessing, but through fear of his bro- 
ther had been obliged to flee from home, and to seek 
protection in Syria. This was by no means a situation 
to please the;Worldly mind of Laban ; an empty, nomi- 
nal birthright, and a blessing, which promised only dis- 
tant wealth, were very slender possessions in the eye 
of a covetous man. But at it is the interest of avarice 
to assume that justice which it hates, and that generosi- 
ty it despises ; so Laban took advantage of Jacob's 
affection for Rachel, to secure his personal services. 
Jacob (as. I^aban doubtless expected) offered to serve 
him seven years fpr his daughter-— having no marriage 
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portion to g^ve the father, as the custom of the times 
and the countrjr required.' Laban, without hesitation, 
accepted the offer, and Jacob, who had perjured himself 
to obtain dominion over his brother, sunk into ^'oiunttiry- 
servitude ; and received from Laban the just chastise- 
iticnt of his former petfidyr 

Q. What was this chastisement ? 

^. When the seven [years were accomplished. La* 
ban, according to the custom of the country, made a 
great feast, and the bride was conveyed in silence, and 
darkness, covered from head to foot with a veil, to the 
bed of her husband ; circumstances favourable, to the 
wicked, selfish plan, which Laban had formed, to detain 
Jacob longer in his service. Leah was accordingly 
substituted in the place of her sister ; and he who had 
practised upon the blindness of his father, to obtain a 
laudable ehd, the| blessing of the first borii, had udder 
the cover of darkness the first bom imposed upon him. 
Laban was treacherotis, but God i& wise and just. Let 
the man who dares to do evil that good may come, look 
at Jacob and tremble^ 

Q* How did Jacob support this* ill treatment ? 

\4. Jacob upbraided Laban f6r his treachery, and he 
endeavoured to justify himself by a pretended regard 
for the laWs, and manners of his country, which per- 
mitted not the younger to be given in marriage before 
the first born. This seems la have been a mere pre- 
tence to hide his covetousness, and breach of faith ; 
for if such a law existed, an honest man would have 
informed Jacob of it, when the bargain was proposed. 
It was an insult, not a justification, to produce it new. 
What crimes will not the base passion of avarice lead 
a person to commit l* 

Q. What proposal did Laban make, to satisfy Jacob 
for his disappointment ? 

J^ The man who shuddered at the thought of viola- 
ting an absurd fashion of the country, was not ashamed 
to propose polygamy, and incest, hnd t& xi^ake his owti 
children the instruments of them* The propodal which 
avarice made without a blush, Jacob, whose passion fot 
Xachel was unabated, accepted, perhaj^s with tot. 
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much precipitation. There existed no ex press> posi- 
tive law against polygamy. Jacob considered Rachel 
as his wife, and yet he could not desert Leah ; and he 
seems to have thought himself obliged to retain them 
both. It does not appear that the solemnization of Ja- 
cob's mariiage with Rachel, was deferred till the cx.- 
piration of the second term of seven years, which he 
was doomed to serve again. Laban doubtless thought 
Jacob would serve him with greater fidelity and zeaU if 
he gave him the immediate possession of his beloved 
bride, than if he still soured his temper by disappoint* 
inent ; and to Laban it w^s matter of indifference, so' 
that he saw his Hocks increasing by the diligent care of 
Jacob. 

Q, Which of his wives did Jacob love- best? 

ji. Jacob loved Rachel, not only as more beautiful 
and amiable than Leah, and the object of his first and 
most endeared affection, but likewise because he con- 
sidered Leah as concerned in tlie imposition put upon 
him -by Laban« These considerations led him to treat 
Leah with an indifference, bordering on neglect and 
hatred. Leah, who was least beloved, was first hon- 
ored by being a nu)ther, and ._ by being the mother of 
the two tribes destined to the priesthood, and to the 
royal dignity ; and what was still more honorable, of 
being the mother, remotely, of the chosen seed. From 
the names she gave her sons, and the reasons she as- 
signed for them, it seems probable that she was piously 
disposed, though criminal in imposing herself on Jacob) 
and faulty in other respects. 

Q. What faults are recorded of the two sisters I 

Ji. Rachel, who bore no children, envied her sister, 
and gave Jacob her maid Bilhah for a third wife, in- 
tending to bring up Bilhah's children as her own, and by^ 
that means, to solace herself under the reproach of bar- 
renness. But had not her sister been her lival, and 
had she not been influenced by envy and hatred, she 
would have thought Leah's children nearer to her, and 
more entitled to her care tlim Bilhah's. The rival sis- 
ters, rather than not mori^fy each other, voluntarily 
tjegraded themselves, by rising their handm^ds to a 
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participation of: their husband's bed* <' And Leah gave 
Jacob her maid Bilhah to wife." 

Q. What could Have induced himi in his advanced 
age (being 84 when he was marrieid) to multiply wives, 
when the two which he already had, filled his hous^ 
with contention ? * , 

•^. This his way, was his folly, though many af hia 
posterity have approved and imitated his example. His 
time and labour were at the disposal, of a hard hearted 
father, his person and affections were settled and trans- 
ferred by two jealous wrangling sisters, while an in- 
creasing family were rising around him, without the 
means of making any provision for them. The labori^ 
of the day were not relieved by the tenderness of sym<* 
pathy and love : even his beloved Rachel, whom he 
had earned by 1 4 years hard labor, was changed; and 
instead of smiles, met him with reproaches, because 
God had denied her one blessing. What but religion, 
could have supported him» under such trials I 
Q, Was Rachel tlesscd with any children ? 
A, After Leah had borne Jacob six sons and a daugh* 
ter, God saw fit to remove Rachel's sorrow, and she 
was made the joyful mother of a son, whom she called 
Joseph. About the time of his birth, Jacob's servitude 
expired. He therefor© began to think of the home he 
had left for so long a time, and the qbligations he was 
under to provide for his own family. Jacob modestly 
applied to Laban for a dismission, 
Q4 Did Laban permit him to depart ? 
vf. That greedy kinsman, well aware of the advant- 
^ges^hich had accrued to him from Jacob's diligence 
and wliity, expressed much regret at hearing his pro- 
posal. But it was not the regret of a father at parting 
with beloved children,, but the sorrow of a selfish man, 
at losing an instrument of gain. Hitherto, the profita 
of Jacob's industry, had been wholly his uncle's. He 
had ungenerously taken advsmtage of hb nephew's 
passion for his daughter, to reduce, him to a mere 
drudge for hi* own interest. But now that he found 
Jacob was determined to leave him, he acknowledged 
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that God Itad blessed Mm for Jacob'is sake, and offered 
to give him whatsoever wages he demanded. 

Q, On what terms did Jacob agree to serve Laban ? 

;i. Jacob chose father to refer his cause to God, than 
to enter into an agreement for stated wages, with Laban, 
whose selfishness he knew to be excessive : He there- 
fore piH>posed such a part of the flocks which he fed, as 
Should be produced or a certain description, the spotted, 
speckled, &c. — that if at any time a question should 
arise, he could pro^e that he had acted honestly, if none 
biit the stipulated colours were found in his possession ; 
and Laban, judging from common observation, that his 
cattle would breed but few, of colours dissimilar from 
their oWn, eagerly accepted the proposal, and an entire 
separation immediately took place, of the cattle under 
the description Jacob had Stipulated, frcim the rest of 
the dock: ahd he continued to tend the remainder, 
which was by far the larger number, for Laban. Ja- 
cob's flocks were delivered*inio the hands of Labati's 
sons, men too much like their father to throw any thing 
into Jacob's scale, either through good will, or neglect. 
. 0. Did God bless Jacob's labours ? 

^. The condition of Jacob was soon wonderfully 
changed. I^aban and his sons saw, with indignation, 
the best and most beautiful ewes and she-goats bring 
forth nothing but speckled and spotted. Whatever is 
attributed to the act of Jacob, the finger of God must be 
acknowledged in it. And though Laban changed Jacob's 
wages ten times, yet God sUffi^red him not to hurt him; 
and Jacob increased in vrealth exceedingly^ 

Q. How did Laban and his sons bear the praafiierity 
of Jacob? ♦ 

ji. The rage and en\7 of I.aban and his sons, weroi 
for a while expressed 1>y sullen looks, and secret mur- 
murs only. At length they became so violent as to 
break out into open abuse. Labj»n, indeed, s^d nothing, 
for what could he say ? But hift gloomy countenance be- 
trayed the anguish of his mind. Jacob, therefore, de- 
dermined to leave his hard-lieart^d fath^r-itt-law, atid 
return to his own country. 

Q. What friends did Jacob consult on the occasion ? 
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^f . ^Vith Leah and Rachel ; stating to them the fidel- 
ity with which he had served their father, and the un- 
grateful return he had met with, he proposed their 
imintdiate departure for Canaan. Rachel and I^eah 
consented without hesitation, remarking that their fa- 
ther had liold them like bond-women : that-far from 
giving them the portion of children, he had treated 
them as strangers, and quite devoured their substance* 
Men usually hoard property for their children^ and their 
daughters especially are cherished with peculiar affec- 
tion ; but here we see a father, who appears to have 
loved his children only as they were the instruments of 
gain. Instead of labouring to increase their substance, 
he endeavoured with all his might to ig^rasp the hard 
earned fruits of their husband's industry. Such.a mon- 
ster does avarice make of man« 

Q. What had Jacob to support him under these trial» 
and difiliculties ? 

wf . The promise which he had received from God at 
Bethel, in spite of Laban, had been fulfilled. He asked 
for only bread to eat, and raiment to put on, whilst he 
was from home, and a safe return to his father's house ; 
but an indulgent Providence had far exceeded his ex- 
pectations. But if his blessings were increased, so were 
his cares. A family, consisting of four wives mi twelve 
children— >the eldest but thirteen, and the youngest 
under seven, with a vast number of cattle, and the ne- 
cessary attendants on so numerous a family ; and all 
these to be removed without the knowledge of Labao, 
required more than the circumspection of Jacob : but 
following the direction of Heaven, he proceeded with 
humble confidence, and had already removed his family 
and effects three days journey before the news reached 
Laban, who was carousing with his companions at 
sheep>shearing. This was but a slight advantage, en- 
cumbered as he was, should Laban pursue after him : 
Jacob must therefore have relied upon the protection of 
God, and not on his own wisdom, speed, or force. 

Q, Did Jaeob take any thing that belonged to Laban ? 

J. Jacob was undoubtedly very careful^ not to take 
any tiling which was not strictly his own ; but Rachel 
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(with what view it is not easy to determine) stole bcj 
father's images, unknown to Jacob. 

Q. Did Laban pursue Jacob? 

ji. Laban was no sooner informed of Jacob's flight, 
than he pursued >after him with a body of Mends, if not 
to plunder and murder him, at lca$t to oblige him to 
return* After seven days hasty march, he overtook 
him at Mouat Gilead. 

Q. What prevented Laban from hurting Jacob ? 

^. The vision of the Almighty is not only with them 
that fear him, to direct and comfort them ; but some^ 
times also with those that fear him not, to restr^n and 
terrify them from hurting his servants. God appeared 
to Laban, and in such a manner, that he could not but 
feel and remember it; charged him, at his peril, not to 
offer Jacob any injury. " Thus when a naan's ways 
please the Lord, he makes even his enemies to be at 
peace with him." Laban, under the impression of the 
solenm warning God had given him, met his nephew ; 
and, like many when galled by an ill conscience, en- 
deavoured to ease himself of its reproaches, by transfer- 
ring the blame upon the person he had injured* 

Q. Of what did he accuse Jacob ? 

ji. Laban upbraided Jacob with having wronged his 
daugbtcrst Jsy ^calbg tliem away from their father's 
bouse, iost^d €^ informing him, that he might have 
sent theia away with songs, accompanied with, the; ta- 
bPet and the harp. It is pleasant to heai* a mi^riy 
Mrretch talk of what hit would have done, when the og- 
easionjis^ver, and his generosity is in no danger of being 
brought to the test. But truth wiH appear through tlie 
closest disguise : with all this parade of kindness and 
affection, Laban was weak enough to acknowledge the 
motitres which led him to undertake the joumey, and 
that it was to the interposition of his heavenly father, 
that Jacob owed his safety. Laban closed his actusa- 
tions, by charging him with having stolen his gods. 
We «tay imagine how great Jacob's surprize must have 
been at being clMrged with so odious a transaction* 

Q. Wh«t rbplly did Jacob make ? 
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•/f • He told Laban that >vith whomfioever he found 
his gods, that person should be put to death. This 
was rash in Jacob, but it arose from his detestation of 
the crime laid to his charge ; for if there trere any 
thing in Laban^s house more despicable than another iti 
the eyes of,^ Jacob, it was his teraphim.||,Me dcired La- 
ban to search, and if he found any thing that belonged 
to him, to take it. Laban searched^ but in vuin ; for 
Rachel had concealed the images beyond his power of 
discovery. After the search was over, Jacob reproved 
Laban, with manly firmness and honest simplicity ; re-* 
minded him of the hardships he had endured in his 
house ; with what faithfulness he had served him for 
20 years, and how God had blessed his possessions, 
while under his care ; and now, that he had searched 
all his stuff, what had he found that belonged to hxm t 
The power of truth is irresistible, and even Laban, 
though with an ill grace, was obliged to submit to it : 
and all disputes between him and Jacob were settled . 
before their brethren, to their satisfaction, and ratified 
by a solemn covenant. 

Q. What became of Laban ? 

^. He returned to his own country, and we hear no 
more of him, or of any of that branch of Abram's fa- 
mily. Probably they soon became as gross idolaters as 
the other heathen. 

Q. What extraordinary events did Jacob meet with 
on his return to Canaan ? 

^. After Jacob left Laban, he went on his way, happy 
at his escape from danger, and rejoicing in the favour 
of heaven. A glorious vision of angels met him, t© 
strengthen his faith by the assurance of divine protec- 
tion, ^and to encourage him to go on, and meet his bro- 
ther. Jacob called the name of that place, Mahanaim, ^ 
wliich Signifies two armies, for he said " this is God's 
Iwst.'* 

Q. Did Jacob, in consequence of those repeated a8« 
surances of divine protection^ neglect any duty of piety 
or prudence ? 
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A, No — he Bent messengers to apprise his brother 
of his approach) and to inform him in the most humble 
and submissive manner, of the wealth he had acquired > 
by his industry— not that he wished to boast of it> but 
to intimate that he was satisfied with his present pos- 
sessions, and was ready to give up all pretensions to 
Isaac's substance, and to render his brother all suitable 
respect. The address which he used, " my lord Esau," 
was probably a title given him by his own countrymen : 
for while Jacob was servant to a hard master, Esau had 
become a mighty prince. 

Q. What answer did Jacob receive by his messen- 
gers ? 

A, They informed Jacob that Esau was coming to 
meet him with 400 men, probably in a hostile manner. 
Jacob was greatly afraid, and after recommending him- 
self, and his possessions to God, he made a prudent 
arrangement of his family and flocks, sending a libeial 
present to Esau, to mollify his resentment* He then 
retired to a solitary place to renew his earnest suppUca- 
tions for the protection of heaven, 

Q. What remarkable circumstance happened to Ja- 
cob at this time ? 

A, While he was employed in prayer, one, in fashion 
as a man, appeared to him, and engaged in wrestling 
with him (which seems intended to represent the pow- 
er of fervent prayer) and prevailed not : he with whom 
Jacob wrestled touched the hollow of his thigh, and dis- 
locating the bone, evidently shewed, that when he 
suffered himself to be prevailed over, it was the effect 
of meixy, and the gracious acceptance of his prayers. 
The dislocation seems to have been momentary, though 
the effect, in some measure continued afterwards. As 
the morning dawned, the stranger said, " let me go :** 
but Jacob in the person with whom he wrestled, recog- 
nized that divine friend from whom all blessings flow : 
he thereforere fused to let him go,|till he blessed him ; 
and he blessed Jacob, and changed his name from Jacob 
(the supplanter) to Israel (a prince with God.) And Jacob 
called the place, Peniel, in remembrance of having seen 
Ijlod without the loss of life; apd as the stin rose, he passed 
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Peniel)' and he halted on his thigh^ which shewed that 
it vras a reality^ and not a dream, or vision, or delusive 
imagination ; and the Je%& to this day, (probably by 
divine appointment,) refuse to eat, in any animal, of 
the sinew which shrank in Jacob's thigh, because it was 
touched by the angelv 

Q. How did Esau meet Jacob I 

A, Esau, whose heart the Lord had softened, met Jar 
eob with the affection and kindness of the fondest brother. 
Their reconciiiation appears to have been permanent { 
but we do not learn that Esau ever became a good l&an. 
After spending a -few hours wiUi his brother, he re** 
turned to Mount Siet-, «nd Jacob pursued his journey \A 
Canaan. 

Q. What was Jacob's first employment, after be 
-reached Canaan ? 

A, He pitched bis tent befiyre Shechem, a city^ of 
Hamor, the Hivite, where he bought a fii'ld, in the 
same place where Abraham pitched his t^nt when he 
£rst entered Canaan, and there Jacob erected an Aitar, 
and dedicated it to the God of Israel. This event hap* 
pened in the year of the world S366. B. C. 1738. 
After the flood, 6iO. From the calling of Abraliam 
183. Beiibre Jatob's descent into Egypt 33, and in the 
98th year of his life. Isaac lived at 'this time at Ber^ 
sheba, being 157 years okl. 

Q, What misfortune befei Jacob at Shechem ? 

A. Wbile Jacob dwelt at Sheciiem, Dinah, prompted 
hy female va?uty^ curiosity^K^v some other motive equal- 
ly blameaWe, went to visit the daughters of the land, 
Josephus affirms that she was allured by a public festi* 
val. Her youth, beauty, and innocence attracted admi- 
ration-^her inexperience produced confidence, and she 
fell a victim to the arts of Shechem, the son of Ha- 
mor, prince of the coimtry. 

0. What ill effects flow from curiosity ? 

A. From the first transgression down to .the present 
day, female disgrace and ruin have begun in an immo- 
derate desire to see, and' to know some new thing ; 
from an inclination to exhibitthemi^lves, and to observe 
others. There is great danger of venturbg near the 

" Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 UNIVERSAL 

limits of libeity and virtue ; for the extreme boundarj 
of virtue, is also the extreme boiifidary of vice, and 
efae that goes as far as she lawfully may, is but a step 
from destruction. Shechem, the seducer of Dinah, 
was more honourable than men of that character com** 
moiily are. He therefore offered to marry her, and 
though a Prince, did not disdain to form an alliance with 
« shepherd so revered as Jacob* 

<^. How did Jacob receive the news of Dinah's sdn 
and disgrace? 

A, . The unhappy father received the news of his 
daughter's disgnvce, with silent sorrow. And though 
he must have approved of the offer Hamor made for 
Shechem, yet he did not think proper to return an an- 
swer till his sonsy wlio were in the field, should have 
arrived. 

Q. How did the sons of Jacob bear this dishonour? 

A, They were exceedingly grieved and ehrs^^ed, 
when they heard of their sister's disgrace ; probably 
more on account of the dishonour done their family* 
than from the sin committed against God. Hamer 
made proposals for his son Shechem's marriage, more 
fully to Jacob's sons than he had done to their father, 
and they appear to have been honourable ; and as there 
existed no Jaw at that tiioe, against marriages with un<- 
circumcised persons, it appears that it would have been 
proper for Jacob to have consented to the union ; though 
perhaps it would not have been advisable to have formed 
£irther connections with thenu 

0. What plan did the sons of Jacob form to be re* 
venged on the Shechemites ? 

A. The proposal made by the sons of Jacob was equaU 
iy impious and unjust. To revenge upon a whole 
people, the fault of one man was detestable ; to make a 
solemn ordinance of religion, a cloak for their treachery, 
was impious. There is not a more singular fact recor- 
ded in history, than the ready compliance of the whole 
inhabitants of Shechem to change their religion, and 
receive the painful sign of circumcision. 

Q. How were the men of Shechem persuaded to 
change their religion ? 
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A. Hamor and ^hechem -must have had great in- 
fluence over them : they persuaded them, that the 
cattle of Jacob, and his possessions should be theirs. 
The Shechemites appear to have acted from selfish mo- 
tives, and dearly did they pay for their covetousness f 
for, on the third day, Simeon and Levi, own brotherf^ 
to Dinah, attended probably by a band of their fricnd&'> 
and servants, rushed upon them, and slew all the men 
with the aiword. The rest of Jacob's sons concurred in 
plundering the city ; they took the women and children 
captives with all their wealth. What became of the 
captives we are not informed ; but some suppose thai 
Jacob restored them and their property to their surviving^ 
relations and countrymen. Jacob was justly alarmed, 
for his own safety^ and filled with anguish at the com- 
plicated guilt of his sons. He reproved them for 
bringing his religion aod character into contempt among 
the heathen. The criminals endeavoured to vindicate 
their conduct by insinuating that Jacoh was wUlingp 
that bis daughter should be treated as a harlot. ThoagU 
Jacob said nothing more at present, we find that his. 
sons' conduct made a durable impressian upon hia» 
mind. We hear no more of JDinah« 

Q. Did the people of the land revenge upon the* 
house of Jacob, the destruction of Sfaechem ? 

A, Xo. God commanded Jacob to remove to Beth- 
elf and dwell there. Jacob had hitherto deferred to 
perform liis vow, made at that place^ and perhaps tho 
afHiction brought on his family was a punishment for his^ 
slackness in duty : but being warned of God, he pre-^ 
pared immediately for his journey, by destroying all tho 
strange gods which were in his family* These wcr» 
probably the images which Rachel had stolen, and the 
idols taken from the Shechemites; for it seems that 
some of his family worshipped them. He took also^ 
their ear-rings, which appear to have been worn rather 
from superstition than for ornament, and hid them under 
an oak near Shechem. The abominations committed 
in Jacob's family, shew that it greatly needed a reforma* 
tion. 

Q. What prevented the enemy from pursubg Jacob ? 
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A, The terror of God was upon all the chics, so that 
they dared not pursue after Jacob. When they came 
to Bethel) he built an altar, and probably performed his 
whole vow, by dedicating a tenth of his substance ta 
God ; though it is not ex^pressly mentioned. Soon aftef 
he left Betliel, Rachel- died in child-birth. She named 
the child Ben-oni, (son of my sorrow), but his father 
called him Benjamin, (son of my right hand.) Not 
long after Hachel's death, Jacob removed with his whole 
family to Hebron, where hi* &ther dwelt^ We cannot 
conclude fr9m the silence of scripture that Jacob had 
not before visited him ; probably he went often to see 
him ; but at length, as Isaac evidently drew near death, 
J^cob went to dwell with him, or in the neighborhood. 

Q. Were all Jacob's sons bad men ? 

A, No. Joseph was a youth of uncommon excel- 
lence, and much beloved by his father ; yet he was not 
brought up delicately. When but 1 Y he fed his father's 
flocks with his brethren, sons of Bilhah, and the sons 
of Zilpah. Probably Jacob thought that the sons of 
the handmaids would have less jealousy towards him thatt 
the children of Leah ; and though but a lad he was. 
grieved at their behavioiir, and reported it to their^ 
fether, that those crimes which he could not p\*event,. 
might be reproved and repressed by Jacobus authority. 

Q, Did Joseph's brethren love him ? 

A. They hated him, not only for his virtues, but be- 
cause Jacob loved him, beyond all his other children, 
and made him a coat of many colours, as a mark of his 
fevoqr, which was injudicious. But the chief ground 
of hatred arose from ^he wisdom and piety of Joseph. 
Hence every mark of favour shewn to him by their fa- 
ther, they considered as a tacit reproach to themselves \ 
and this hatred was increased by his repordng their 
evil deeds. In the hatred which he endured because 
of his virtue and piety, he was an eminent type of 
Christ, who was hated fc^ the Jews and by the world, 
because of the excellency of his character, which was 
a reproach to them, and because he testified that their 
deeds were evil. 

Qt Why did Joseph*s brethren sell him ? 
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A, He had two remarkable dreams, whicli were in- 
terpreted by his father and brethren, as indicative of hi^ 
future greatness, and that he should rule over his breth- 
ren. To prevent this, they formed a plan to kill him 
when he came to visit them in the fields ; but Reuben, 
persuaded them to fiihg him into an empty pit, and there 
let him peri^, rather than defile their hands with his 
blood ; intenduig, when they were gone, to restore him 
to his father. Reuben, who had been gujJty of a sm,. 
despised even by Gentiles, was struck with horror at 
the guilt of murder. Thus, human depravity runs in 
different channels* Some are prone^ to one sin, and 
some to another* 

Q. Did the sons of Jacob feel any remorse when they 
had intentionally murdered their brother ? 

A, No t they sat down to eat bread with the indiffer- 
ence of practised assassins. Reuben, it seems, wa^ 
not with them. While they were feasting, there 
passed by Ishmaelites, merchantmen ; (th ey are also 
called Midianites, from Midian and IMl^an,^ sons of 
Abraham, by Keturah— whose posterity was united witb 
those cf Ishmael, in trading companies, and were very 
numerous, while Isaac's descendants were few in num- 
ber.) Judah said, << what profit is there if we slay our 
brother, and conceal his death ? let us sell him to the»> 
merchants.:-' And his brethren agreed to it, thinking 
that by selling him as a slave to a distant people, they 
should prevent his future greatness. They drew Jo- 
seph out of the pit, and sold him for 20 pieces to the 
Ishmaelites. In this, as well as in other parts of his. 
history, we find him an exact type of Christ.. 
Q. Did Reuben return to save Joseph ? 
Ai Yes: and when he found him not, he rent hiii 
clothes, and appeared to be sincerely grieved, suppo- 
sing Joseph had been murdered during his absence.—*. 
Doubtless his brothers informed him what they had: 
done, for he concurred with the rest in imposing on hi^ 
father. They took Joseph's coat, and dipped it in bloody 
and carried it to Jacob, and said, ^^*we have found thisi 
coat-..»look now, if it be thy son'si or no P"^- Not out> 
hr^hcr^9j or Joseph's comiy b\xi. Chi/ «09'£-«-as if^ evea. iai 
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this cruel imposilioiif they would reproach their bther 
for his partiality, and insinuate that Joseph alooe was 
considered as a son. And well might they suspect 
that Jacoh could not love such deep, determined vil- 
lains as they were. 

Q. How did Jacob support this last affliction ? 

A, He almost sunk under it. His forgier woes ad- 
mitted of consolation, but this, which at once deprived 
him of his j^nly virtuous son, and shewed the Tices of 
the others in a new and more striking point of view, 
defied all •ciire.* 

Q. Did Jacob know the guilt of his sons ? 

A. The scripture does not expressly say he did, \0l 
implies that h^ suspected the truth. And the calmness . 
with whicft they witnessed their father's anguish, gives' 
us a fitrdfhgcr idea of the hardness of their hearts, than 
even their cruelty to Joseph. Isaac must also have felt 
the loss of Joseph ; for, as Jacob's family, who were 
the salt of the earth, were in a corrupted state, 
the loss^of AK good youth must have been a real af- 
fliction. 

Q. What became of Joseph ? 

A^ The merchants carried him to Egypt,, and sold 
him to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the 
guards, where he was not only favoured with the com- 
forting presence of the Lord, but God bestowed upon 
him peculiar wisdom, and prospered all his underta* 
kings, so that Potiphar gave him the management of 
his affairs. Doubtless Joseph informed him of many 
things concerning the God whom he worshipped ; and 
considering Potiphar's rank, it is probable that he did 
not advance Joseph till he had fully tried hi$ ability and 
fidelity, and that the greater part of the thirteen year» 
which he spent in Egypt, before he stood in the pres- 
ence of Pharaoh, was passed in this family, where he had 
opportunity of learning that address and acquiring that 
knowledge, which his future elevated statiqn required. 
His personal accomplishments kept pace with his men- 
tal endowments. Beauty, like every other gift of na- 
ture, is good of itself, and therefore is to be received 
witk thankfulness ^ but too. oft^ it proves a saari^ to tho. 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 



HISTORY. .59 

poiKsessor. Joseph's proved as fatal to him ts his bra> 
thers' envy. The conduct of his master's wife teaches 
us to what length the human mind is capable of going, 
^hen the restraints of shame are taken off. The lower 
principles of our nature are regulated by consequences : 
but conscience is only satisfied by ascertaining whether 
it be sin or duty. The' virtuous conduct of Joseph, 
produced such effects as might have been expected. 
Potiphar's shameless wife accused him falsely, and he 
was cast into prison, to be dragged forth at a future op- 
portunity, for severer punishment. We 4o not find 
that Joseiph made ai^y attempt to vindicate his conduct, 
pix>bably he was not permitted ; but the hand of God 
was leading him by every apparent misfortune, to emi- 
nence. 

Q. What account can you give of Isaac's death ? 

ji. He died at Hebron, at the age of 180, about 13 
years after Joseph was sold into Egypt-— and his sons 
Esau and Jacob buried him. After this, Esau removed 
all his effects to Mount Sier, and left Jacob in Canaan 
to enjoy the prospect of his reversionary .inheritance.. 
Esau seems to have received a large proportion of 
Isaac's riches. 

Q, Docs history mention any thing more of Esau's 
family ? 

^, Mention h madie of a long succession of kings or 
dukes, who reigned in the land of Edom before there 
were any kings in Israel; but as they were heathen, their 
genealogy only is recorded to shew that the promises 
to Abraham, were fulfilled in every branch of his fami*> 
ly, which was " numerous as the sand on the sea shore." 
And also to Rebecca^ ^< two nations shall proceed from 
thee ;" and also Isaac's prediction to Esaiii^ « by thy 
sword shalt thou live," &c. 

Q^ What became of Joseph after he was cast into 
pris<Hi I 

A» By the wisdom and fidelity which he manifested^ 
he soon acquired the confidence of the keeper; and 
the knowledge of his piety, added to his activity, raised 
him^o the rank of the second keeper of the prison. Iii 
that capacity he had an ^portunity of expounding the 
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dreams of two of Pharaoh's servants, the chief butler 
and chief baker, whom the king had cast into prison. 
Joseph predicted that the baker should be hanged, and 
the butler restored to his office : he entreated the last 
to remember him before Pharaoh, and obtain his liber- 
ty, informing them that he had been stolen out of his own 
country, and sold as a slave ; but he did not tell in what 
manner, lest he should bring a reproach upon his fa- 
ther's family. Neither did he accuse his vile mistress, 
or reflect on Potiphar, or express any resentment for 
his imprisonment ; but trusted his character to the jus- 
tice of God, who never fails to vindicate the innocent. 
It seems that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, had sojourned 
with their flourishing families so long in the south part 
of Canaan, that it became known as the land of the He- 
brews, in the adjacent countries. 

Q. How was Joseph restored to liberty ? 

A, The butler raised again to favour at court, forgot 
his kind friend— and Joseph remained two years longer 
in prison : but at length the period approached, when 
he was to receive a reward for his patient endurance of 
wrongs. Pharaoh dreamed two remarkable dreams, 
which troubled his mind exceedingly, and he called all 
the wise men ; but they could not so much as make a 
plausible interpretation on this occasion. Then the 
butler remembered Joseph, and he informed Pharaoh 
that a Hebrew, servant to a captain of the guard, inter- 
preted to him, and the chief baker, their dreams. Then 
Pharaoh sent for Joseph ; and the servants hasted to 
chang:e hi* raiment, and prepared him to enter the royal 
presence. Pharaoh complimented Joseph on ^lis wis- 
dom and sagacity ; but Joseph, by his modest and pious 
answer, shewed that God alone could give the interpret- 
talion, and theteby condemned all the pretended skill 
of the Magiciansr After Pharaoh had related his 
dreams, they were interpreted by Joseph, as seven years 
of plenty, which should be succeeded by seven years of 
famine : as the dream was twice repeated, it shewed 
that it was established by Ged, and he would shorti^ 
brii^ it to pass. Thtis Joseph emphatically taught 
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Pharaoh that the Nile which he worshipped as a Godr 
was only a secondary cause of fertility. 

Q, What advice did Joseph give to Pharaoh ? 

^. He advised Pharaoh to profit by the dream, and 
lay up stores against the years of famine. The advice 
of Joseph appeared wise, not only in the eyes of Pha* 
raoh, but to his counsellors. And seeing that not only 
the spirit of prophecy was upon him, but wisdom and 
eounsel, to direct in the affairs of government, Pharaoh 
appointed him to be the second ruler in the kingdom ; 
and he gave him to[wife,Asenatli, daughter of the priesti 
or prince of Onn, or Heliopolis. Joseph. erected gran- 
aries throughout the land of Egypt, and gathered in the 
seven plenteous years, vast quantities of corn, which he 
laid up in each city, &s a pledge, that it was preserved 
for the people. Probably a fifth was collected as a tax ; 
and Joseph, when corn was cheap, purchased all that 
the Egyptians were disposed to sell, till he left num- 
bering, the quantity was so great. Joseph had two sons 
born to him before the years of famine commenced ; 
the eldest he calleci Manassah, and the youngest 
Epbraim. We must ascribe it to the peculiar provi* 
dence of God that Joseph was prevented from sending 
to enquire after his fatlier, and to- inform him of his ad- 
rancement. 

Q, Were Pharaoh's dreams fully accomplished^ 

ji. After the seven years of plenty were ended, the 
seven years of dearth began, and extended to all the 
adjacent countries. In a short time, probably two 
years, the Egyptians had exhausted their private stores, 
and then they had in general, no other resource but 
the public granaries. The coincidence of events 
with Joseph's prediction, must have increased his in- 
fluence with both prince end people. Joseph appears 
not to have opened the public granaries till the private 
ones were drained, not only to promote frugality, 
but to enrich the public treasury. All the neighbouring 
nations came to Egypt to buy corn. Among the rest 
Jacob sent ten of his sons. Joseph knew them^ but 
they did not recollect /Urn. The Egyptalns were pecu« 
Uarly jealous of foreigners, and now that so many were 
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daily coming into the country>they might be more than 
ordinarily attentive. All persons of remarkable ap- 
pearance were brought before Jpseph, otherwise his 
brethren would not have been introduced to htm » £or 
we must suppose that in general, he employed depudes 
in selling his corn. 

Q. What were Joseph's feelings at the sight of iu» 
brethren ? 

»d. Fraternal affection resumed iti empire in his 
hearty but the remembrance of their cruelty checked 
the expression of it. Joseph resolved to try the tem* 
per of his brethren tonrards his father and Benjamini 
before he discovered himself to them. He remeinber- 
ed his dreams^ and doubtless was led by immediate in- 
spiration to humble his brethren for their good. 

Q. What method did Joseph take to humble them ? 

A, He accused them of being spies sent by some 
foreign prince, to discover the state of the country, ia 
order to make a successful attack upon it. They as- 
sured him they were all the sons of one man, that they 
had yet another brother at home with their father, and 
that it would not be natural for a man to ventu re all his sons 
but one, in so hazardous an employment as that of spies. 
But Joseph pretended not to believe them, and swore 
by the Hfe of Pharaoh^ they were spies. This court 
oath, used so frequently by Josepli in conversation, can 
by no means be excused ; and though we suppose he 
did not customarily use it, only on this occasion to blind 
his brethren, it cast a stain upon his character, and 
shews us that no man is perfect. Joseph told his breth* 
ren to send one of their number, and bring Benjamin, 
otherwise he could not believe they had spi^en the 
truth. They, appeared unwilling to comply with his 
request,; probably fearing to carry such a message to 
their father, lest it should be too much for him to bear. 
Joseph ordered them to be thrown into prison, till they 
sliould submit. 

Q. How long did he keep them there ? 

A. Three days— during which time, they must have 
expected hourly to have been put to death. This 
severity awakened their sleeping con8cience$f4and they 
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said one to another, « We are verily guilty concerning 
ofir brother, in that vfe saw the anguish of his sou!, 
when he besought us, and we would not hear ; there- ^ 
fore has this distress come upon us. " And Reuben ' 
said, <<dfd I not entreat you, not to sin against the 
child, and ye wouM not hear ; therefore is his 
l-lood reqwred." This mutual self-accusation, which 
was heard by Joseph, excited in his feeling hearty 
emotions too strong to be concealed, and he re- 
tired from them and wept. As Joseph spake by an in- 
terpreter^ they had no suspicion, that he understood 
their conversation. After he had composed himself, 
be returned, and took Simeon and bound him. before 
their eyes, as a pledge for his other brother. He was one 
of the murderers of the Shechemites, and probably of a 
violent and untractabie temper, which made Joseph se« 
lect him on this occasion. He then permitted the rest 
to depart, laden with corn for their families, with or- 
ders that each man's money should be put in his sack's 
mouth ; and that they should not return till they brought 
their youngest brother with them. 

Q. How did Jacob support the captivity of Sin^eon ? 

ji. When his sons returned with the heavy tidings 
that Simeon was a captive to the lord of Egypt, and 
Benjamin demanded as his ransom, he exclaimed in 
the bitterness of anguish, "Me ye have bereaved of 
my children. Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye 
will take Benjamin away also. All these things are 
agamst me." The restoration of their purchase-money 
also alarmed them, for when the conscience is sore 
every uncommon event awakens suspicion. 

Q. Did Jacob finally consent to part with Benjamin ? 

^, The distressed old man refused for a while. In 
vain did Reuben offer his two sons as pledges for Ben- 
jamin's return ; but at length the famine pressed so 
sorely he was obliged to submit, lest in trying to save 
one son his whole family should perish. Judah, who 
appears to have become a go6d man, offered to be se- 
curity for the lad. Jacob when he consented,. seemed 
to have resigned his childrqn to the will of Ood. 
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« If I be bereaved of my children, be it so. The Lord 
has wise reasons for thus dealing with me." He di- 
rected his sotis to take a present for the lord of Egypt, 
conasting of the choicest productions of Canaan^; aiid 
doable their money in their hands, lest they should be 
accused of keeping the first through dishonesty. Then 
conimending them to the mercy of God, lie suffered 
them to depart. What a complicated scene of woe 
does the life of Jacob present ! What period was free 
from affliction, since the hour he called God to witness 
a lie, and that lie addressed to his father I The life of 
Jacd) was stained with many sins, but the chastising 
h^nd of God kindly corrected his errors ; and by sharp 
anguish, prepared him for the happiness which awaited 
him in this life, and for that he is fiow tasting in heaven. 
Who would not be Jacob, with all his ufHictions, rather 
than selfish Laban, who had not a heart to )ove his chil- 
tlren, or grand-children ? Or proud and ambitious Esau 
whose only wealth consisted in the distinctions of world- 
ly honour, but who sold his title to the heavenly Ca- 
naan ? 

Q. What were the events of the second journey to 
Egypt? 

A The arrival of his brethren was immediately an- 
nounced to Joseph. When he heard that his brother 
Benjamin was with the rest, whom he had not seen 
since a child, he ordered a great entertabment to be 
made in honour of the strangers. Joseph's brethren 
were not more distressed at the rough treatment they 
met with before, than at this nnexpected change— for 
an ill conscience is ever suspicious. They brought 
their money to the steward, which had been returned to 
them, lest Joseph should take occasion thereby to seize 
them all for bond men. The steward bid them not 
fbar, and released Simeon, and brought him to them* 
• Q. What passed between Joseph and his bretliren at 
this meeting ? 

A. They made ready their presents against he came 
home at noon; when admitted to his j)resencc, they 
prostrated then^selves to the earth before him. 
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In vain do men set themselves to counteract the de- 
crees of heaven. After the customary salutation^ Jo- 
seph enquired, with a mixture of anxiety and hope^ 
after their a^d father. They informed him that he 
was alive and well, and they again bowed down their 
heads, and did obeisance in their father's name. Thus 
was the second part of Joseph's dream accomplished. 
But the sight of Benjamin awakened too many tender 
recollections to be repressed. The premature loss of 
one parent, the partial affection of their kind father, 
his present distress on their account, the sight of a 
brother who had never hated him, his tender youth, 
his -exposedness to danger, all rushed upon his mind 
at once, and excited emotions too powerful to be con- 
cealed ; he was obliged to retire, lest his feelings 
should betray him. 

Q. Did Joseph at this time make himself known to 
iiis brethren ? 

A, After he had composed himself, he returned 
again to the company he had left, and resuming the 
P'Syptiariy commanded the entertainment to be served 
up. Three tables were prepared, one for himself, as 
governor of the coimtry, another for his guests, and a 
third for the Egyptians of his household, or such as 
might have been invited on this occasion. The £gyp-* 
tians, either from religious scruples, or political pride 
and aversion, abhorred a communication with other 
nations, in convivial or sacred entertainments. The 
order in which they were arranged at table was a new 
source of wonder to the Hebrews ; for Joseph directed 
them to be placed according to their ages. This, with " 
the accounts they had hfeard of his extraordinary saga- 
city, must have increased their fear^nd respect. 
Q. In what manner was Benjamin disiinguished i 
A, The mess sent to him from the governor's table 
was five times the quantity of any of the rest ; a mode 
of expressing respect, which appears to us very absurd; 
but it was the manner by which the eastern nations in 
ancient times expressed their respect, and was probably 
employed by Joseph, to try if his brethren would envy 
Benjamin this distinction, as they had envied him his coat 
of many colours. The festivity of the banquet gradually 
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dissipated their terrors. '« They drank and were merry J* 
These words sometimes mean intoxiqationy but they 
seem to imply no more than cheerfulness in this place, 
for we canqot suppose^ circumstanced as they were^ 
that they would drink to excess, or that Joseph would 
countenance them in so doing. 

Q. What other methods did Joseph take to discover 
the disposition of his brethren towards Benjamin ? 

ji. He ordered his steward to fill their sacks with 
corn, and to put every man's money in his sack's 
mouth, as he had done before, dj\d to put the silver cup, 
which he had used at table, in the sack of the youngest. 
The man did so, and sent them away at an early hour, 
loaded with civilities, and provided with corn for their 
starving families. Simeon restored, and Benjamin not 
detained, they sat out upon their journey to Canaan 
ivitb merry hearts. But scarcely had they got out of 
the city, when Joseph's steward overtook them, proba- 
bly attended by a suitable guard, charged them with 
stealing his master's cup, and ordered them to return 
instantly and answer for it. With terror and astonish- 
ment, though in the confidence of innocence, they dc- 
liied the charge, and rashly said, " With whomsoever 
the cup is found, let him die, and we will be my lord's 
bondmen." But the steward replied, " Let him with 
whom the cup is found, be my servant, and the rest be 
free." 

Q. What were their feelings when the cup was dis- 
covered in Benjamin's sack ? 

wf. Nothing could exceed their astonishment. Over- 
whelmed with shame and terror, they were reconduc- 
ted into Joseph's presence'. The theft had been 
proved upon them— to account for it was impossible. 
Again they prostrated themselves before him. Now 
Joseph had in every respect the dominion over his 
brethren. 

Q. What reception did he give them ? 

^. He said unto them, " What deed is this ye have 
done ? Could ye suppose that I, who foretold the 
famine seven years before it came, was unable to dis- 
cover who had stolen my cup V* 
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Q. Did Benjamin's brethren endeavour to excuse 
him ? • . 

^. Jndah who had prevailed on his father to send 
Benjamin, and had solemnly pledged himself for his 
safe return, now stood forth as his advocate. Judah's 
address, which is recorded in the 44th chapter of Gen- 
esis! is a master*piece of pathetic eloquence. Perhaps 
the annals of the whole world do not produce an instance 
of more heroism and disinterested affection in a mere 
man, than Judah shewed on this occasion. Judah had 
children of his own, whom he was about to leave for- 
ever, that he might restore Benjamin to his aged father. 
How differently Will the same person |act^ when under 
tht dominion of sin, and when the heart is renei^ed by 
f;race F Can this be the muitierous, incestuous Judah ? 
No : he is now changed to him, whom his brethren 
shall praise. . 

Q. What efiea did Judah's address have upon Jo-^ 
seph? 

^,. The affectionate manner in which his father was 
mentioned, and the generosity of his offer to put himself 
in Benjamin's place, to purchase a parent's comfort, 
and a brother's release, at the price of his own liberty, 
and the loss of his children and country, penetrated the 
heart of Joseph, and he could no longer refrain from 
making himself known. The curiosity of his domes- 
tics must have been greatly raised by the unaccounta- 
ble peculiarity of his manners to these strangers ; but 
he chose to have no spectators wh«n he made himself 
known to his brethren. It is a great proof of the 
strenfcth of his mind, united with the mo^t exquisite 
sensibility, that Joseph could so long suppress his 
emotions, and even when melted down by Judah's af- 
fecting proposal, could still conceal his feelings till he 
had ordered all strangers from his presence. He had 
doubtless been addressed hitherto by his Egyptian name, 
or by the titles of his office, and probably no person in 
Egypt knew his Hebrew name, though the historian 
makes use of it. And he said unto his brethren, '^ I 
am Joseph ^ does my father yet live V[ His brethrea 
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could not answer him, for they were troubled at his 
presence. 

^ What were the feelin^^ of the patriarchs on this 
discovery ? 

A. It is impossible that the tongue, the pen> or the 
pencil, can ever do jiMtice to the mixed eoiotioivs of 
•urprise, fear, grief, remorse, hope« natural affection^ 
and joy, wiuch must alternately, and at the same mo- 
ment have seized upon the miodsof Joseph's brethren 
at this discovery. 

Q. Did not Joseph endeavour to soothe the feelings 
of his brethren ? 

A, Ye^ : he called them near, and said unto tliem, 
^ Let your own eyes witness that I aa\ your brother 
whom ye sold into Egypt,** Then, as fearing to oppress 
them too much by the mention of their guilt, he added, 
^< be not grieved or angry that ye sold me, for God sent 
me before you to preserve the lives of many people, 
but particularly to preserve your lives, and the lifip^ ef 
our father, for there yet remaineth five years hi which 
there will be neither seed-time nor harvest. No l<»ige? 
then reflect on your own misconduct in seUtng rac 
here, but admire the wisdom and goodness of God, 
who has not only made me a father to Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians, but to the church of God. Haste then, and 
bring our father, -and all your families and fiocks, and 
ye shall dwell in the land of Go^en, and I will nourish 
y©u there." 

Q. In what manner did Pharaoh receive Joseph*^ 
brethren ? , 

A. Pharaoh rejoiced when he heard that Joseph's 
brethren had come. Ia him we have an amiable in- 
stance of gratitude and attachment. He cheerfully 
complied with the enga^ments of his minister, though 
they extended to th^fSfeposal of a whole province of 
his empire. 

Q. In what part of Egypt did Joseph place his bre- 
thren ? 

A, In Goshen, which was probably chosen by Joseph 
as a proper residence for his father, because it lay near- 
est to Canaan, and being afldt country was roost propcsj 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HISTORY. ^ 69 

ibr the feeding of cattle. It also« lay near the city 
i?rhere Pharoah usually kept his court» and where Jo- 
seph's stated habitation of course was. It ia called 
Zoan in the Psalms, and Tanais by profane authors. 

Q. What distinctions were bestowed upon Jacob's 
family on their removal into Egypt ? 

ji. Joseph by Pharoah's order sent carriages to bring 
1)18 father, and the women, and children. He gave 
also presents of changes of raiments,, distmguishing 
£enjamip, as before, by a more splendid and costly 
present : for to him he gave 200 pieces of silver, and 
S changes of raiment. A gi*eat part of the wealth and 
magnificence of princes in ancient times, consisted of 
a wardrobe, filled with, a variety of cosdy garments.-— 
A\e not only meet with it in the early ages of the world, 
but so. late as the reign of the first Emperors of Rome, 
this vanity and extravagance was carried to the highest 
pitch. Plutarch asserts that the prsetor LucuUus had. 
200 changes of apparel. St. James alluded tail, in his^ 
epistle, ^* your richea are corrupted, your garments are 
moth-eaten.'' 

Q. How was Jacob affected when he heard that Joseph, 
was alive ? 

A, When he saw his sons return, attended by a splen* 
did retinue sent by Pharoah, and they told him that 
Joseph was alive, and lord of Egypt ; the excess of 
joy overcame him ; for above 20 years he had mourned, 
him as dead, and now to hear at once be was alive, and. 
governor of Egypt, was joy too great to be borne, and 
hit fainted through excess of happiness^ The f^ood. 
old man had been so long a stranger to felicity, that he. 
called the possibility of it in question ; convinced how- 
ever, by the sight of the waggons whicii Joseph had', 
sent, he said, ^< it is enough^ Joseph is yet alive—- all^ 
my past sufferingaare amply repaid—I will. go. and sea: 
liim before 1 die." 

Q, Why did Jacob visit Beer^sheba ? 

Ji» He WMS not so overcome wilh J9y,asto fdrgetwhati 
he owed to the rest of his family.. A', revelation had> 
been made to Abraham, of the oppression which hi»> 
posterity. woMld. endure in Egypt rand Isauc^iocasas 

G.2L 
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of another famine, was forbidden to |;o tldtber. Is- 
rael therefore went to Beer*9heba and offerediMicrifice 
to Gody probably to obtain the direction of providence. 
And God appeared to him in a vision, by night, and 
said, ** fear not to go down into Egypt, for I wiil make 
of thee a great nation, and I will surely bring thee up 
again.'* Then Jacob no longer hesitated, but went down 
into Egypt, his sons, and his sons families, beiii^ 66 
souls^ exclusive of his sons wives, and their domiesAics. 

Q. How was the meeting between Jacob afid^Joseph ? 

^. When Joseph heard that his father had arrived at 
Goshen, he made ready his chariot, and went up to 
meet him^ and presented himself before him ; and he 
fell on his neck, and wept, a long while. Israel said 
unto Joseph, *' now let me die, since I have seen thy 
£Eice, because thou art yet alive.'* 

Q* What is there peculiarly pleasing ki this part of 
Joseph's character ? 

J. In Joseph we see filial piety and fraternal ailec« 
tion, happily blended w)th humility, wisdom, and dis« 
cretion. His will was law in Egypt ; yet he did not at- 
tempt to raise his brethren or kinsman, to a rank for 
which they bad not been educated ; and though, to use 
tiie strong expression of scripture, *' without him no 
man lifted up his hand or foot in all Egypt," yet he did 
not attempt to dispose of a single field without the con- 
sent of Pharaoh. 

Q. What was the eharacter of Pharaoh ? 

^, Pharaoh appears to have been an amiable prtncey 
and justly appreciated Joseph's worth, and endeavoured 
to shew his sense of the c^ligation he was under to 
him> by giving him the choice of all Egypt, as a resi-r • 
dence for his father's family. He also requested Jo- 
seph to place one of his brethren over the royal herds, 
if he knew any one among them that was fit for the of<^ 
fice. Joseph also brought his fether in before Pharaoh, 
and Ja6d> blessed Pharaoh* Assuming, as he had a 
light to do, from his age and the sanctity of his charac- 
ter, the superiority, Pharaoh took no umbrage at the 
freedom and fervency pf the prophet's blessing. 

Q. How long did Joseph oomrish his father and bre^ 
Aren in Egypt ? 
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A, During the remaining years of famine. The 
EgypUans, after they had expended their money in piir« 
chasing corn for their families, parted with their cattle 
and lands for bread ; and when all th||tt|K>perty was 
expended, they offered themselve^RHHbd-men to 
Pharaoh. 

Q. Was Joseph jtMt^ or vnae^ in taking advantage of 
the people's distress, to make Pharaoh despotic ? 

A. Some suppose he was not ; but it does not appear 
that be infringed upon their poliiical liberty. They 
held their lands by a new tenure, as lease hold estates, 
on condition of their paying one fifth of the clear pro* 
duce as a constant tax to Pharaoh. This was the lair 
-which remained in force when Moses wrote hb history, 
probably two hundred years after. As Joseph was raised 
up by the Lord for this very purpose, and as he is no 
where censured, but every where commended for 
the service he did to the Egyptians. It appears that 
the Egyptians were satisfied with Joseph's manage* 
ment, both at the time and long after, and regarded 
him with the warmest gratitude, as a public benefactor. 
We should be careful how we censure his conduct, es^* 
pecially as the distance of time renders it impossible 
for us to know the reasons of several arrangements ; 
and view the whole transaction, which b strongly mark- 
ed'With equity and benevolence. . 

Q. How long did Jacob live after he went to Egypt ? 
A. Seventeen years : When he found hb end ap- 
proaching, he called all his sons together, and gave 
each a separate blessing, foretelling at the same time, 
the principal events that should befall their posterity. 
To Joseph he bequeathed a double portion, as being the 
first bom^ his beloved Rachel, whom )ie considered 
as his only true wife. 

Q. What punishment was decreed to Reuben ? 
A, He 8pake«^*timi as destined by birth, to priviie'^ 
ges and honours, but as having lost that tide by a base 
iEind unnatural cTime— ^betng rejected of God: and 
thereby men are admonished that no superiority of 
birth, fortune, or abilities, can counterbalance the 
weight of atvockms vi^kednesa* 
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Q What was predicted of Simeon and Levi? 

^. Of Simeon and Levi he spake as associates In 
cruelty, deceit and impiety, and with just abhorrence of 
their perfidiciu^^onduct, threatened them with division 
arid dispei*i5ionf^Biit that which was intended as a se- 
vere punishment to themselves, proved to I-evi an un- 
speakable honour. The crime of Reuben affected his 
posterity to the latest generation. That tribe never furni- 
shed judge, general, priest, prophet, or prince, to Israel. 
But the offence of Levi was expiated in .his own per- 
son, and affected not his descendants. 1 he moral pun- 
ishment of sin is confined to tfee guilty person, but the 
civil effects often extend to many generations. 
. Q. What blessing was pronounced upon Judah ? 

ji Jacob by the spirit of prophecy, foretold that the 
tribe of Judah should gain the pre-eminence over the 
others. . " Judah, thou art he, whom thy brethren shall 
praise," does not so much refer to Judah personally, 
as to his descendants. In every age, the tribe of Judah 
has been more honoured than any of the other tribes, un- 
less we make an exception of a few years of Saul's reign. 
The Lord assigned it the precedency in the encamp- 
ment in the wilderness, and in presenting the oblation 
of the sanctuary. It had the first lot in Canaan, even 
in preference to Ephraim, Joshua's own tribe ; and af- 
ter Joshua's death, the children of Israel asked the 
Lord, " who shall go up against the Canaanitcs, to fight 
against them?" And the Lord said, ** Judah shall go 
up." Otbniel, the first judge, was of this tribe, and 
Caleb also, who almost equalled Joshua in reputation* 
At length the Lord chose David to be king over his 
people Israel. After Solomon's death this glory was 
somewhat eclipsed ; yet the kingdom of Judah was 
still more prosperous than that of Israel. And to Je- 
rusalem was the gathering of the people who truly wor- 
shipped ^od, from every tribe. The whole nation at 
length was called Judah, and the childreh^of Israel are 
to this day called Jews. After tiie captivity, as well as 
before, the Jews perfiormed surprising acts of Talour, 
and while they oontihued faithful to the worship of God, 
^ere conquerors in every engagament* It is . therefoiu^ 
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undeniable that the predictions of Jacob have for three 
hundred years been fulfilling with surprising exact- 
ness. 

Q. What is meant by that clause, '< the sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor a law- giver from between 
his feet, till Shiloh come ?" 

A. JBy it is meant the coming of the promised seed. 
The Jews had a form of government during the seventy 
years of their captivity ; and though they were under 
the Roman jurisdiction, they still preserved considera* 
ble authority, and were governed by their own laws, till 
after they had crucified the Lord of glory. Soon after 
that event Jerusalem was destroyed, the whole civil and 
ecclesiastical sjtate was subverted, and the poor rem- 
nant of Jews scattered over the face of the earth. But 
still to Shiloh, the Prince of peace, the true David of 
the line of Judah, i§ the gathering of both believing 
Jews and Gentiles. We are taught to expect that this 
prophecy will be more fully accomplished when the 
whole earth shall be filled with his glory. Those very 
Jews who are now without prince or sceptre, will ere 
long be gathered in, as his willing people ; and finally, 
the unnumbered millions of the redeemed shall be gath- 
ered to him into his heavenly kingdom, to behold his 
glory, and to rejoice with him forever. 

Q. What was predicted of Israel's other sons ? 
A. A close investigation into the particular history, 
character, and local circumstances of the six tribes, 
whose fathers are next named in order, would probably 
more fully illustrate the prophecy concerning them 
than any knowledge which can now be obtained. The 
tribe of Isachar is represented by the emblem of an am, 
as the tribe ol Judah had been by that of a Hon. This 
tribe were peaceable and laborious ; satisfied with a plea* 
sant, but secluded part of the country, they intermed- 
dled little in the affairs of state. 
Q. What was said of Dan ? 

A. Dan signifies judgment ; and Jacob foretold that 
though be was the son of one of his concubines, he 
should be the head of a separate tribe, and have a share 
in public affairsi as If he bad d«i9«uded from I^e^ 9t 
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Rachel. He also foretold that the tribe of Dan should 
be subtle and mischievous, and should be successful in 
the stratagems of war. We know little of this tribe ; 
but what we do know, proves the prediction to be true. 
Sampson was of this tribe— who unexpectedly buried 
the Philistines in the ruins of Dago* 's temple : and the 
conqfuest of Laish, and the stealing of Micah's imagoes, 
shew the serpent-like temper of the Danites. 

Q. What is said of Gad? 

ji. Gad signifies a troo/i^ and both the character and 
utuation of that tribe were described hj Jacob. Tlrey 
were renowned for valour, and hatying their inheritance 
beyond Jordan, eastward, they were exposed to the in- 
cursions of powerful enemies; but they maintained 
their ground, and under David and his posterity, they 
subjugated their enemies. 
, Q, What was said of Asher ? 

A, Asher signiEes the blessing ; and Jacob by the 
spirit of prophecy, assigned him a plentiful country, 
yielding even royal dainties. His inheritance bordered 
on Carmel, which was fruitful even to a proverb. 

Q. W hat was said of Napthali ? 

A, He was compared to a fund let loose^ which im- 
plied that the people of that tribe should be active, vol- 
atile, and encroaching more Iik« a suppliant that craves 
mercy, than a warrior who disdains quarter. Barak and 
many of his soldiers were of this tribe ; and though 
^ley fought successfully at last, at first they were very 
timoroufi. 

Q. What was predicted of Joseph ? 

wf. Jacoly adopted his two sons, Ephraim and Manas- 
sah) into his family; and though they were called haft*- 
tribes, they exceeded most of the others, taken sej>arate- 
)y. Par& of what Jacob said to Joseph was historical, 
and related to his past life, though much was prophetic 
cal. Jacob called him a fruitful vine^ planted by the 
water side ; but his prosperity was preceded by base in- 
juries and heavy afflictions. *^ I'he archers, or such as 
were most skilful in the use of the bow, had sorely 
grieved,^' &c. This was not only true with respect to 
Josefrh himself,, but likewise to his descendants, who 
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were enga$;ed in terrihie war$. Joseph, by his patient 
enduring of wrongs, by his constancy under trials, by 
the protection he affoided his fathei's family, and by his 
forgiveness of enemies, was a remarkable type of the 
Shepherd and Stone of Israel. Jacob not only predic- 
ted thart Joseph's posterity should be blessed with abun- 
dance of all riches, but that Ephraim should exceed his 
elder brother. Accordingly we reud of the ten thou- 
sands of Ephraim, and thousands of Manassah. 
Q, What was said of Benjamin ? 
^<i. He was compared to a wo{f, The characteristics 
of this tribe were fierceness and cruelty, which appear 
especially from the story of the Levite and bis concu- 
bine. Kliud, the second judge, and Saul, the firbt king, 
were of this tribe. 1 he Benjamites, through the 
whole history, are mentioned as a warlike nation, divid- 
ing the spoil of the enemy. Paul was of tliis tribe, who 
in the morning of life, ravened as a wolf against the 
church of God, but in the evening of his days, shared 
the spoil with Judah's iion^ under whom he fought 
against the Prince of darkness. 

Q. What were the circumstances of the death of 
Jacob. ? 

^. After he had blessed his sons, he charged them 
to bury him in the cave of Macpelah, where Abraham 
and Isaac lay, and where Leah's body was deposited. 
Jacob, by wishing to be laid with his fathers, rather 
than his beloved Rachel, expressed his faith in the God 
of Abraham, and Isaac, and his desire of having a por- 
tion with them beyond the grave. 

Q. Was Jacob's request concerning his burial com- 
plied with ? 

ji. When he had made an end of commanding his 
sons, and blessing them, he expired, and was buried as 
he requested. His funeral was attended with all irjia- 
ginable pomp. The whole court of Pharaoh and all 
the elders of Egypt, honoured it with their presence. 

Q. How did Joseph treat his brethren after his father's 
death. ? 

^. Joseph's brethren feared that after their father's 
death) he woukl punish them for their former ill treat- 
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ment of him. They first sent messengers, and after- 
wards came, in the most submissive manner to intreat 
his forgiveness. Joseph was affected by their penitence, 
even to tears. He assured them, as he had done before, 
that he had entirely fbrgiven them, and offered every 
palliation for their crime which it would admit. 

Q. How long did Joseph live ? 

^. One hundred and ten years, fie commanded his 
brethren not to bury him in Egypt, but took an oath, 
(probably of the elders of each tribe) that when God 
should visit them, and bring them to the land of Canaan, 
they should carry his bones with them. His body was 
embalmed, and kept in a coffin in Egypt, till the de- 
parture of the Israelites. 

Q. What happened to the Israelites after Joseph^s 
death. 

./^. Another King governed, probably of a different , 
family, who either did not know, or did not regard the 
benefit Egypt had received from Joseph. Thus Pha- 
raoh took occasion from the increase of the Israelites to 
excite a jealousy against them in the minds of his sub- 
jects, and by that means to reduce them to /slavery. 
He had probably heard of an approaching season, when 
they expected to return to Canaan. There are several 
intimations in scripture, that about this time the Israel- 
ites began to comply with the idolatries of the Egyp- 
tians, for which they were thus chastised. 

Q. What method did Pharaoh take to depress them ? 

^. He employed them in building cities: they not 
only made the brick, but had to perform all the servile 
labour. They had task-masters appointed over them, 
who drove them on to rigorous servitude, expecting by 
that means to break their spirits ; but *he more they 
were afflicted, the faster they multiplied ; and the 
Egyptians were greatly grieved, lest the Israelites 
should become too powerful for them. Pharaoh next 
ordered all the male children to be thrown into the 
Nile ; but the Israelite? found means to save most of 
those who were born after this fatal edict. 
Q. Who was Moses ? 

^. He was the prophet whom God raised up to deU- 
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ver his people. He was born when the persecution 
raged at the highest, and was kept three months by his 
parents. When they found they could conceal hira no 
longer, his mother committed him to the mercy of 
providence in an ark of bulrushes ; he was found by 
Pharaoh's daughter, and brought up as her own son. 
Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 
'Who were then the most civilized people in the world. 

Q, Mow came Moses to escape idolatry, with such 
an education? 

j1. Pharaoh's daughter committed hira to the care of 
^is mother, as a nurse, not knowing who she was; and 
probably he lived long enough with her to receive the 
first rudimen^ts of a religious education. The Jewish 
historians take great pleasure in adorning their great 
law-giver, with every accomplishment both natural and 
acquired. They ascribe to him, uncommon height of 
stature, features which at once commanded love and 
awe, with a mind adorned with every science. The 
holy scriptures speak of him as mighty ii> word and 
deed, which words imply that he was a hero and a 
statesman ; and his works shew him to have been a 
man of profound knowledge, a great historian, and a 
poet, and what is still more honourable, a prophet, 
and the friend of God. 

Q. What does history inform us of the neighbouring 
nations ? 

^. About this period a colony went from EgyRt 
under Cecrops, 1556 years before the christian era. 
They built twelve cities, or rather villages, which com- 
posed the kingdom of Athens. Cecrops established 
the religion and laws of Egypt among them, which 
civilized that barbarous people, who before this period 
were unacquainted with religion and law, living like 
brutes upon common property. Children were not 
known by the father's, but by the mother's name. 
Different natural revolutions are supposed to have se- 
parated the Islands in the ^i^gltn sea, from the conti- 
nent, and greatly retarded the culture of morals in 
Greece ; and these obstacles were much increased by 
frequent invasions. Attica, which is the country of 
H 
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Athens, behig the most barren, experienced fewer of 
those misfortunes; and the Athenians boasted that they 
sprung from the country they inhabited. 

Q. What was the most famous court t>f Athens ? 

A. The Areopagus. The trials of this court were 
held in the open air, during the night, and the judges 
were not allowed to hearken to the powers of eloquence, 
but to decide upon a simple relation of facts ; and so 
great was the reputation of this court, that foreign na- 
tions resorted to it on many occasions. 

Q. What other lungdoms were founded during this 
period I 

A, Thebes, Assyria, Troy and Peloponessus. 

0. Who founded Tiiebes I 
'C\ A, Cadmus, a Phoenician, whose history -is much 

jmbA by the fictions of the poets. He is supposed to 
liave brought the alphabet into Greece. It consisted of 
16 letters. 

Q. Who founded Troy I 

A. Dardanus, a Phrygian. 

Q. What was the general character of the Greeks, 
in these early ages ? 

As. They were anxious to have it believed that they 
derived not only their origin, but all their knowledge 
from the gods, not out of gratitude, but t'anity. Their 
unintelligible mythology disfigured even the gods, 
whom they borrowed from the Egyptians and Phoeni- 
cians ; but through this absurdity, we see the struggles 
of barbarism against the benefactors of the human 
racf . Triptolemus, the companion of Ceres, who en- 
deavoured to teach them the art of agriculture, frequent- 
ly ran the risk of being murdered. Bacchus ^as ex- 
posed to the same hazard, for procuring them the ben- 
efit of the vine ; which shews that in proportion as 
men are unhappy and ignorant, they are stupidly blind 
to their own interest. They reject the most salutary 
laws; and the greatest advantages, if accompanied 
with labour, appear intolerably burthensome. They 
prefer idleness, licentiousness, and all the horrors of a 
savage state, to the infinite advantages which are to be 
opjoyed in society. 
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Q, Who was Amphyction ? 

J. He was the third king of Athens. He persuaded 
the Greeks to form an union with each other, and the 
twelve kingdoms, of which it then consisted, sent depu- 
ties every year to Thermopylae, to the common coun- 
cil, which from its founder was called ^ Arophyctionic 
Council." This league laid the foundation of the Gre- 
cian prosperity ; it was rendered respectable and per- 
manent, by their regard for religion. This c|imcil had 
the particular charge of the temple of Delpms. They 
Svere the ultimate judges of all otitatlers which concerned 
the confederacy, and quelled all rebellions by force of 
arms. 

Q. Where was the temple df Delphos situated ? 

A, The temple of Delphos Was situated Upon mount 
Parnayus, in Achaia, strongly fortified by nature. Dio- 
dorus gives this account of its rise : — that from a cavity 
near the centre of the mountain, an exhalation rose 
Which intoxicated the brain. A shepherd having ob- 
served the effect it produced upon some goats, ap- 
proached the place himself, with a desire to discover 
the cause, but being seized himself with violent agita- 
tion of body, he pronounced words which it is probable 
he did not understand himself ; but which were suppo- 
sed to foretel things to come. Others made the same 
experiment, and were affected in like manner. The 
cavity was believed to have something divine in it. A 
priestess was appointed to preside at the oracle. A 
magnificent temple was erected round the cavity. The 
city of Delphos rose insensibly near the spot. This 
oracle became famous, not only in Greece, but through 
Asia, and exceeded every other. The offerings made 
at the shrine of Apollo, who was considered as the 
presiding deity, were of immense value. The priest- 
esses who delivered the responses, were called Pythia, 
from the serpent Python, which was killed by Apollo, 
and from a Greek word which signifies to enquire. 

Q. But were not the Greeks idolaters ? how then 
could they be said to have religion ? 

ji. No nation can flourish without some idea of future 
rewards and punishments, some moral check upon the 
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'natural depravity of their hearts : hence every law 
given has, for political reasons, established a form of 
worship. The religion of the Heathen had indeed no 
lendepcy to amend the heart, though it preserved them 
in some degree, from those outward sins which destroy 
society. 

Q. What other empire flourished at this period ? 

^. China is supposed by some to have been founded 
soon afdfc the flood ; and some have confounded Fohiy 
its founder, with Noah. Other authors suppose that 
an Egyptian colony settled there 1122 years before 
Christ, which is the most probable conjeaure, as there 
is a great similarity between the ancient history of 
China and that of Egypt. The Chinese characters are the 
same asthe^ncient Egyptian hyeroglyphics ; and in their 
manners there is a still stronger resemblance. They have 
the same respect for their kings, and their parents ; the 
same prejudice in favour of their own customs, and 
against foreigners. The Chinese, like the Egyptians^ 
admire nothing but what they do themselves ; and have 
continued the same customs from time immemorial. 
When Anson made his first voyage to China, vast num- 
bers of fishing boatil hovered around his ship, and be- 
keld it with apparent indifference, though it was supe- 
rior to their whole mtval force. 
^ Q. Who was Confucius ) 

Jt, The great philosopher of China ; bom according 
to some authors, 550, and according to others, 5 1 5 years 
before the Christian era. He descended from an illus- 
trious family. From the age of 15 he preferred learn- 
ing ^d the study of philosophy to all the pleasures of 
youth. His singular merit raised hi|n to the office of 
Mandarin, or Minister of State ; bi^t disgusted with the 
vices of the court, he withdrew from its employments, 
and passed the remainder of his useful life in teaching 
morality. It is said that in a short time he had up- 
wards of 3000 disciples, and many of them acquired 
great reputation for wisdom. His philosophy consisted 
more in practice than speculation, and his followers 
were rather wise men than great orators. His maxims 
are still held in great repute, and he is considered as 
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•ne of the most respectable of heathen philosophers. 

Q. What is the government of China ? 

ji. It is entirely despotic. The Emperor is the sole 
interpreter of the law, and it is rather owing tothe force 
of custom than to'the excellence of the constitution, 
that he is not a tyrant. The Chinese empire is the 
richest in the world, which is one cause of the stability 
of its government. The emperor'is revenue is said to 
amount to 44 millions of pounds sterling, annually. 
The learned are the only persons who are advanced to 
posts of honour — the lower classes are kept in a state 
of the most abject submission. 

Q. Who founded the kingdom of Assyria? 

A, rt wasfoundedby Nimrod, or Belus, 2320 years 
before Christ, according to the scriptures ; according to 
profane authors, it was founded by Ninus, the son of 
Belus, about the time of Moses' birth. It is most pro- 
bable that Ninus was the descendant of Nimrod, but 
not his son,, aa too great a period of time elapsed bc^r 
tween Uie two, to make the relation possible, and that 
he enlarged the empire of his predecessor, and by that 
means acquired the name of its founder. His wife, 
Semiramis, succeeded him on the throne, and' extended 
her conquests even to India. She enlarged and beau- 
tified Babylon, and by profane authors is considered as 
its founder ; but there can be no doubt but Nimrod 
made Babylon the seat of his empire, and that the tower 
of Babel is the same with the temple of Belus, The 
City of Babylon received most of its grandeur from 
Nebuchadnezzer, who is celebrated by the taking of 
Jerusalem, and by the wonders related of him in Scrip- 
ture. 

Q. What description can you give of Nine vah. - 

A. It stood oh the eastern bank of the Tigris. The 
foundation was laid by Nimrod ; Ninus made it the sear 
.Q^ his empire, and added so much to its magnificence, 
a& to be considered its founder. It Avas of an oblong 
square, 60 miles in circumference ; the walls were 100 
feet high, and so thick that 3 chariots might go abreast 
on the top witlvcase : tliey were fortified. and. adorned i 
with towers 1500 feet hight"' * 
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Q, How will you describe Babylon I 

A. It stood on a plain by the river Euphrates : a branch 
of the river ran through the town. The city wa? regu- 
larly built of an exact square ; the walls were n^ade of 
brick) and cemented with bitumen; a glutinous sub- 
stance, which cemented the brick more firmly than mor« 
tar. The walls were higher and much thicker than 
those of Ninevah) and fortified with a deep ditch, and 
high towers. On each side of the city were 35 gates, 
which opened on the like number of streets: each 
street was 15 miles long, and they crossed each other 
at right angles— >each street had a gate of brass which 
secured the passage from the river: each side of the 
river was defended by a wall of the same height as that 
which surrounded the city. A beautiful bridge was 
thrown over the river in the centre of the town ; large 
canals were cut above the city to prevent the overflow- 
ing of the river in the rainy season, and high, artificial 
banks, made of brick, both above and below the town, 
for the same purpose. A large lake was also cut at the 
time that the bridge was built, to turn the water from 
the channel, that the foundation of the bridge might be 
laid more firmly in the sand. This lake was preserved 
to retain the waters in any uncommon inundation. At 
each end of the bridge was aUroyal palace, which com- 
inunicated by a vault under the bed of the river. 

Q. What were the famous hanging gardens \ 

ji. They were in the precincts of the new palace, 
built upon terraces so high as to overlook the city. 
The foundation was made of large fiat stones, and cov- 
ered with a coat of mould so thick, that large trees took 
i«oot in it. The gardens were watered by pumps from 
..the river. In the spaces between the arches which 
supported the terraces, were large and magnificent 
apartments, which commai^ded a beautiful prospect. 
These gardens were built by Nebucbadnezzer, to please 
his wife Amytis, who was a princess {of Media, and 
wished for something that resembled^her kiativ:e mouQ- 
tains. 

Q« What was the temple df Belus ? 
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jt. The temple of Belus was btilt in the form of a 
pyramid. It consisted of 8 towers, raised one above 
another. On the top was an observatory, which was of 
great use to the Babylonians, in the study of astronomy. 
Xhe whole city of Babylon was 60 miles in cfrcumfe- 
rence. Such is the account ancient authors give of the 
mistress of the world, the mother of harlots, the great 
oppressor of the church. 

Q. What was the situation of Egypt at this period ? 
A* The Egyptians were a polished and powerful 
people. We know little of the reigns of the first 
kings. One by the name of Mocus, dug the lake 
which bears his name. This lake was of vast extent, 
and served to regulate the inundations of the Nile : in 
the midst of the lake stood two pyramids. The most 
ancient library in the world, was in the palace of Osy- 
xnandis, one of the Egyptian kings, and had this in- 
scription written upon it, << Phy^ for the Soul." 
Q. Who was Sesostris ? 

A* He is represented as a great conqueror. His &« 
Iher, who intended to make him a hero, consulted an 
oracle, which promised him success. He had all chil- 
dren that were born on the same day with Sesostris, 
taught the military art. Sesostris no sooner ascended 
the throne^ than he began the conquest of the world ; 
his yoiing companions who had been educateiWith him^ 
to the number of irOQ, were appointed officers in his 
army. With an army personally attached to him, vid 
a promise of success fromr the gods, it is no wonder 
that his victories wer€ great. He first subdued Ethiopia^ 
then passed itfto Asia, and carried his armsforther than 
any con'^ueror had done before him, but he does not 
* appear to have derived any advantage from his victories. 
His brother conspired against him ; and he was obliged 
to return to Egypt, to secure his native throne. He 
spent the remainder of his life in rendering his people 
happy, after having carried destruction, and all the hor- 
rors of war, through the greater part of the then inha- 
bited world. But to spare his own subjects, he em- 
ployed foreigners only, in erecting the magnificent 
works with which he benefited and adorned bia country*. 
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From this circumstance, he is supposed by some au« 
thors to have been the king who first oppressed the Is- 
raelites. 

Q. What were the most remarkable works built by 
Sesostris ? 

j1 He built many magnificent temples, caused ca- 
nals to be cut to carry the water of the Nile to various 
parts of the country ; he erected immense causeways, 
on which towns were built, which secui*ed them from 
the inundations of the liver. Before his time the g^reat 
Works of Egypt consisted of Pyramids and Obelisks. 

0. What is a Pyramid ? 

A. A Pyramid is a vast building erected in the form 
of aspire* being large at the base, and gradually dimin- 
ishing to the top. They were vast piles, but of no ap- 
parent use except as burial places fer their kings. 

Q. What is an Obelisk? 

^. An Obelisk is a tall pillar) generally one solid piece 
of marble, growing smaller to the top, like a pyramid, 
and used as an ornament for an open square. 

Q. What more is recorded of Se&ostris ? 

ji. He instituted wise laws, yet we are told that his 
temper to all but his own subjects was tyrannical ; and 
. when he went to the temple he had his chariot drawn 
by captive princes. 

Q. '\Jftliat were the government and laws of Eyypt ? 

.4. The government of Egypt was very early a mon- 
'.wciiy, but limited by, the laws : thus we find that when 
Pharaoh made Joseph ruler over Egypt, it was with the 
consent of his wise men. Thexpurt of the king of 
Egypt was composed of persons of aqk«Q]gledged mer- 
it. The provision of his table, and even the-c»rpploy- 
ment of his time, were regulated with the most rigid 
prudence. 

Q. What peculiar method was taken to instill virtuous 
principles into the mind of the king ? 

ji. Every morning when he went to the temple, the 
chief priest pronounced a discourse in praise of the 
king, describing those virtues as his own, which he 
ought to possess^ and pvonouncing imprecationson those 
fljtierers v^'ho shoulcl lead .Ixiga. astray, particularizing 
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the vices and errors which bad advice might tempt him 
to commit. They had also a custom of judging the 
king, as well as the meanest of the people^ after their 
death. Every one had a right to appear as accuser} 
and the people Were the judges. If the dead person 
was proved to be guilty of any great crime, he was de- 
prived of the rights of interment, Mrhich was not only 
a disgrace, but to the Egyptians (who believed the soul 
remained attached to the body till its putrefaction,) 
a severe punishment. It was this superstitious belief 
which occasioned the Egyptians to take so much pains 
to embalm the dead bodies of their friends, that they 
might survive many ages. 

Q. What were the civil divisions of Egypt ? 

A. Sesostris divided Egypt into thirty-six depart- 
ments, which he entrusted to men who were most wor- 
thy to govern. 

0. What was the division of property ? 

A. The lands were divided* betweea tlie king, the 
priests, and the soldiers. 

No mention i^ made of mechanics, husbandmen, or 
shepherds, who formed the three lower classes, as pos- 
sessing any land, though it is improbable that they were 
without possessions. 

The^ possessions >pf the priests were very great ; pro- 
bably they liad been rich ever since the time of Josephs 
Their authority equalled that of the kings. 

Q. How was justice administered \ 

A. The Egyptians were famous for strict attention to 
justice. Their grand tribunal was composed of 30 
judges, selected from the three capitols— Heliopoiis, 
Memphis and Thebes, Lest the power of eloquence 
should prevail over equity, their business was carried 
on by writing. The king, when he installed the judges, 
made them take an oath that they wouidj^at obey him 
if he commanded them . to pronounce an unjust seiv 
tence. 

Q. What were the laws respecting marriage ? 

A, A b-^ther and sister were allowed to marry each 
other; polygamy was permitted ; a man was punished 
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for adultery with a thousand lashes ; and a woman had 
Iter nose cut o£f. 

Q. What do we know of the military laws ? 

^. Soldiers who were guilty of cowardice, were pun- 
ished by marks of infamy ; as shame in a military man 
ought to be more terrible than death. 

Q, What other laws do we read of, that were pecu- 
liar to the Egyptians ? 

ji. A false accuser was subject to the same punish- 
ment which the accused must have suffered, if found 
guilty : for forging and counterfeiting, the hands were 
cut off. Homicide was punished with death, even if 
committed on a slave. Whoever could have saved the 
life of another when attacked by a murderer, and did 
not do it, was put to death. The town next to a place 
where a dead body was found, was obliged tq,'be at the , 
expence of its interment. A father who murdered j 
his child, was condemned to hold the dead body three 
days in his arms, in the midst of a guard. Orphan | 
children were provided for by the laws. No pei-sou I 
was allowed to seize the body of his debtor ; but if a j 
man could not pay his debts, he was obliged to give up ' 
the embalmed body of his father to the creditor, and if { 
he died without redeeming it, he was deprived of ilie I 
rights of interment. Every individual was obliged an- j 
nually to give an account to the governor of a province 
of his means of subsistence ; the idle and dishonest 
were put to death. | 

Q. What was the religion of Egypt ? 

ji. Some men of superior understanding in Egypt, 
preserved the idea of a Supreme Being, to whom they 
gave separate names, and whose attributes were repre- 
sented under different symbols. In one of their tem 
pies was inscribed, <' I am all that has been, is, and evei" 
shall be ; no mortal has ever raised the veil with whiciv, 
I am covered."— And the following still exists : « To 
thee, who being one, art all things, the goddess Isis." 
But the Egyptians in general, were gross idolaters; 
they worshipped the sun and moon under the names of 
Osiris, and Isis ; they worshipped several kinds of anw 
malsy but the principal object of adoration wik9 a black 
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bull, (with peculiar spots upon i •) which they called the 
god Apis ; and the despair shewn by the Egyptians 
when he died, and the joy on finding one winch resem- 
bled him for his successor, would seem incredible, if 
any thing of that kind could seem so. 

Q, What other animals were held sacred by the 
Egyptians ? 

ji. The cat, the ichneumon, the dog, the ibis, the fal- 
con, the wolf, and the crocodile, were among the num- 
ber of their deities. They spared no expence in sup- 
porting them ; and people of the highest rank thought 
it an honour to serve them. To kill one of these sa- 
cred animals, though involuntarily, was considered as 
one of the most enormous crimes, and the guilty per- 
son was always punished with death. In a time of 
iamine, the Egyptians had rather feed on themselves 
than on one of those sacred animals. 

Q, Was there conformity in the worship of the 
l^gyptians r 

.^. The provinces differed in their opinions as to the 
animals they worshipped. In some provinces sheep 
were worshipped, in others goats : of course they held 
each other in detestation. They beheld foreigners with 
a religious aversion : they would not eat with them, nor 
use any utensil belonging to them. 

Q. What constituted the principal virtues of the 
Egyptians ? 

^. Respect for parents and the aged, gratitude for 
benefits, love of peace, and an attachment to their coun- 
try and laws. 

Q\ To what did the Egyptians owe their great repu- 
tation ? 

J. To their knowledge of the arts and sciences. 
The invention of the plough is ascribed to them. They 
were first made of wood. Iron, -..hich is by far the 
most useful metal, was not discovered by any of Noah's 
descendants, till long after. Arms were made of cop- 
per, and even of silver, before iron was known — the art 
of purifying this metal being very difiicult. 

Q, How early were the Egyptians made acquaintefil 
with the fine arts ? 
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A, In the time of Abraham, the kings and nobles ap- 
pear to have lived in magnificence ; but they were most 
.extolled for their architecture. Their famous pyra- 
.mids, some of which, many writers suppose to have 
been built before the flood, remain to this day. The 
largest makes a square at its base of 2640 feet, and the 
subterranean works are said to be still more considera- 
ble. The labyrinth, a famous palace in Egypt, we are 
told contained 3000 apartments, which communicated 
ivith'each other by numberless windings, and that it was 
Irfvpossible for a person unacquainted with its construc- 
tion, to find his way out. Half .these apartments were 
subterraneous. 

Q. Can you give an account of their astronomy ? 

A. Learned men do not agree whether Egypt or Bab- 
ylon had the honour of making the earliest astronomi- 
cal observations. The Egyptians appear to have been 
the first who divided the year into 12 months. At first 
it was divided into lunar months ; but by observing the 
course of the sun, they at last discovered the art of 
regulating the year by the pcesent mode. They divi- 
ded the Zodiac into 12 signs, of 30 degrees each ; they 
i^ere acquainted with the motion of the planets, and 
the cause of eclipses ; they imagined the moon was an 
etherial country ; formed an idea of the plurality of 
worlds : but all their knowledge was clouded by their 
superstition. Ii was Cl^ which made them detest the 
sea, and the piiests would eat neither flesh nor salt. 

Q. What skill had they in medicine ? 

A. Their knowledge was very limited. They expo- 
sed their sick in their streets that they might have the 
advice of passengers ; and they formed a system of 
medical instruction from experience, which all were 
obliged to follow on pain of death. The art of embalm* 
ing the dead, in which the Egyptians exceeded all other 
nations, shews that they understood botany ; but they 
were ignorant of anatomy. They never dissected dead 
bodies, looking upon them with a religious regard ; yet 
whoever touched a dead body was detested. And it is 
said that those who prepared them for embalming, fled 
immediately after the operation; for fear of being mur« 
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dered. This singular pFejudice still ^^xists among the 
Chinese. 

Q. What knowledge had they of letters? 

J[* They first made use of hieroglyphics ; and that 
ftymbolic mode pf writing continued among the priests 
long after letters were known. Paper was first made 
in Egypt from the bark of the tree papyrus. The an- 
cuents first wrote on the palm leaf, next on the inside of 
-the bark of trees, from which was derived the word 
lider or 3x?o^— then upon tables covered with wax, and 
lastly upon paper. 

The Egyptians manufactured fine linen, which they 
dyed a beautiful colour, and exported in large quan* 
titles* 

Q. What can you say further of the character of the 
Egyptians ? 

ji. After making jeoi early and rapid progress in the 
arts and sciences, they stopped in the middle of their ca- 
career,and having been the instruct(»*8of the greater part 
of the world, became the slaves of their own customs. 
Their religion degenerated into the grossest supersti* 
• tion, their love of peace into cowapdicc,their patriotism 
into foolish pride. Their false ideas of grandeur pro- 
duced nothing but the gigantic and the useless. 

Q. Who were the Phenicians ? 

vi. A nation of merchants and navigators, from time 
immemorial. They inhabited a barren country on the 
eastern coast of the Mediterranean, and are called in 
scripture, Canaanite^* They perceived that the sea 
which separates, might also serve to unite distant coun- 
tries ; and exposed their liv^s in a brittle wood, to the 
mercy of winds and waves, in order to procure in other 
climates,, what nature had denied their own. The 
forests of Mount Lebanon, and the convenience of their 
own harbors, were , valuable advantages, which they 
iknew how to improve. 

Q. How early were they acquainted with navigation ? 

^, It is believed that their commerce became exten- 
sive a few ages after the deluge. They had no guide 
but the stars, and it is astonishing, that with so little 
.knowledge of astronomy and navigation, they accom- 
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plished voyages of such length. They planlecl colo- 
uics in the islands of Cyprus, Rhodes, Sicily ^nd Sar- 
<Jinia. They visited the coasts of Spain, and built Ca- 
dis, which served them for a magazine. The scripture 
mentions frequent voyages made by Solomon's fiee,t, 
under the care of the Phenicians, to the land of Ophir 
and Tarshish, (which is thought to be the kingdom of 
Sofala, in Ethiopia,) from whence they returned lad|n 
with gold, ivory, and precious stones. Some authors 
assert that they had settlements on the western coast of 
Africa soon after, the TCojan ii^ar, and that frequently 
their vessels were so overloaded with silver, that they 
hung weights of it to their anchors, instead df lead. 
Of this we may be assured, that they were immensely 
lich, being factors for the whole world, for they care* 
iiilly concealed their knowledge of navigation from oth- 
er nations. 

Q. Had the Egyptians any knowledge of navigation ? 

•^. At the command of Necho, king of Egypt, about 
610 years before Christ, a fleet sailed from the Red 
Sea, and doubled the Cape of Good Hope, returned 
alon^ the western shore of Africa, through the Straits 
of Gibraltar, and entered the mouth of the Nile, after a 
voyage of three years. But this seems to have been th« 
only voyage of notie in which they engaged. 

Q. In what form were their vessels built ? 

ji. Their trading veasels were nearly round; and 
as their slender knowledge of navigation induced them 
to keep near the shore, they made up in breadth what 
they wanted in depth : but their vessels of war were 
long and sharp. 

Q. Did the Phenicians make any progrecs in any- 
other art but that of navigation ? 

ji. Yes, they made great progress in geometry, 
geography, and arithmetic— the value of their manu* 
factures is also well known. Their purple dye, so mu<?K 
celebrated, was discovered by accident. A shepherd's 
dog, being impelled by hunger, ^levoured a she]l-fisli» 
whose bjood dyed his muzzle so beautiful a colour, that, 
the Phenician3 applied it to their manufactures ; and 
froxn the lustre and beauty of the purple, it wasreser* 
fed for the g^arb of princes. 
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Q. What was the character of the Phcnkians ? 

J. They were infected with those vices, which g^reat 
riches and prosperity are apt to introduce, pride » 
avarice, and a depravity of manners. The vohipluous- 
nessiof Sidon, their first capital, and Tyre, the Queen of 
the seas, is still proyerhial. 

Q. What was theii' religion ? 
' A, They w«re idolaters, and sacrificed human vic- 
tims to their Gods, and had beside many absurd and 
abominable customs. In proportion as true religion ex* 
alts human nature, superstition debases it. They pre« 
served some faint idea, in their fabulous history, of the 
creation of the world. They believed that this earth 
-was once a dark chaos, and that a spirit set the 
universe in order; but they had no idea of the fall of 
man, or of the deluge. 

Q, What other nation is supposed to have existed 
in this early age of the world I 

A. The Indians, who inhabited the beautiful ami 
fertile country watered by the Ganges, are thought by 
tnany antiquarians to have been the first civilized peo* 
pie. This conjecture is confirmed by their monuments. 
Setting aside their fabulous history, learned men ha^^ 
traced back their origin 2102 years before Christ. 

Q. What was there peculiar in their government and 
laws ? 

ji^ They were anciently a free people, divided into 
seven classes which were never confounded by intermar* 
riages. One class were inspectors, whose duty it was 
to give an account to the prince of 'the conduct of the 
rest. The labourers enjoyed peculiar privileges ; they 
were never taken from the employments of agriculture, 
even in time of war-— the Indians justly con side ting 
husbandmen the support of a community. The class 
of the Bramins, or firachmans, had the pre-eminence 
over the others. They were astrologers, prophets, 
philosophers and theologians. Their doctrines were 
supported by an austerity of life which excited the ad- 
miration of strangers. They exposed themselves to 
the scorching sun, and made their bodies proof against 
the severest trials. Despising those who die of old^ 
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a^e and infirmities, When life became a burthen, tiicy 
built their own funeral pite, and ascending; it alive, ex- 
pired in tbe flames to the ^eat admiration of the sur- 
rounding spectators, which probably vras the exciting 
cause ; for pride will enable a man to undergo great 
bodily pain with seeminf^ composure. 

Q. What was the religion of the Indians ? 

A, They believed in the transmigralitm of the soul, 
which prevented them from eating flesh ; it also had a 
tendency to check their natural deprayity, for tbey im- 
agined that for the punishment of crimes, their-se^s at 
death would be degraded to animate the body oC some 
unclean beast. The Bramins are said to have believed 
that the world had a beginning, and will have an end ; 
that the Supreme Being was omnipresent ; that in earfy 
times the fountains ran with milk, oil, and honey, but 
that maTi^ having abused such advantages, was depnved 
of them by God, who ordered that in future he should 
gain, by labour, a subsistence: 

0. What was the Vedan ? 

A. The sacred book of the Bramins, which contained 
the same principles as those of the Bramins, with a 
mixture of absurd fables. It teaches the belief of one 
, Supreme Being, who is a pure and perfect spirit ; that 
from him proceeded an order of spirits, of whom some 
bave been degraded by committing sin ; that these evil 
genii, called devutas, are banished to a material world* 
where they are the cause of evil ; that after a course of 
trials and transmigrations, the soul is tol>e united to its 
origin, in order to enjof eternal happiness. 

Q. From whom do the Bramins derive their name ? 

A. From Brachma or Brumnia, whom the Hindoos 
pretend was their legislator. They believe he is in- 
ferior to none but God ; that he existed many thousand 
years before our account of t!ie creation. He was 
probably some great and useful man, whose virtues led 
his people to pay him divine honours. Vistnu was 
another of their deities, whom the Chinese worship 
under the name of Fohi, andthe Japanese by the name 
of Aihida. All nations appear to have founded their 
religion upon the primary truths of the gospel, which 
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may be plainly seen through all the devices Which hu^^ 
man depravity has added to them. 

Q, What knowledge had they of astronomy ? 

«i. They were very ignorant ; they thought the eat tb 
yva% a flat surface) with a mountain in the middle of it, 
round which the smi, planets and stars revolved-^^bove 
the planetary sky they imagined six others^ the hap- 
py dwelling possessed by spirits of the second class, 
either pure or purified. At the death of a man, one of 
his wives had the privilege of being burnt on his fune* 
ral pile) which was contended for as a great honour. 

Q. Can you proceed with the history of Israel ? 

A* Moses continued in the service of Pharaoh till he 
was 50 yea^ 3 old. The Jewish historians mention many 
wars in which he was engaged > and by the importance 
of the ser^iqfs which he rendered Pharaoh^ he wat 
^tted for tlie more important ones he was afterwards 
called to perform for his own people. He seems to have 
taken little interest in the aiTairs of the nation, till the 
time of which we are now speaking) when God pvx it 
into his heart to visit Ihs bretlu'en; and seeing the cruel 
Isondage to which they were reduced and being present 
while an Egyptian wickedly abused an Israelii e—*fecling- 
that he was his brother, and timt God was about to pu-- 
nish. the Egyptians by his hand, he slew the dffender 
and buried hinrin the sand^ expecting that the Israelites 
would understand by this act, that God had raised him 
up for their deliverer: but in this he. seems, to have 
acted prematurely, for the spirits of the Israelites were 
sunk) and faith and hope almost extinguished;- 
^ Q. Did Moses continue in the execution of his design T' 

ji. He seems to have intended to proceed daily in it> 
for he went out the. next day, and seeing two of his 
brethren striving . together. He endeavoured to settle- 
their quarrel ; but they refused his^ meicliation, and in- 
sultingly asked him^who made him- a ruler and a judge - 
over them) and accused him of killing the Egyptian. 
MoseS) finding that he had become obnoxious to Pha-- 
raoli^by that act, and that his brethren were not disposed^ 
ju> receive him as their deliverer, lost all faith and cour<^- 
ag^i and fled for safety* Thus the Israelites^ by rejfot*- 
I 2L, 
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ifig their deliverer, subjected themsekes for 40 yen) 
more to severe bondage. In the mean tm^ 
Egypt filled up, and Canaan was filling up their mea- 
sure of wickedness, and Moses^ was learning te exer- 
cise fuith, patience, and meekness, in walking wkh 
God id the humble occupation of a shepherd. 

Q. What isrecorded of Moses dunng these 40 years ? 

ji\ He fled to Midian, and sat down by a well, wher« 
Providence gave him an oppoitumty of shewing kind« 
ness to the daughters of Reuel, a priest or prince of that 
country, by defending them from tlie insults- of some 
shepl)erds when watering their father's flocks, M«aes 
dwelt with Reuel or Jethro, (as he is afterwar<fo called) 
and he gave him Zipporah, his daughter, In marriage. 
Moses seems to have given up aU expectaiaons of re- 
lieving his brethren, and to have been perfectly content 
in the humble station of a shepherd. 

Q. Where was this province situated f 

A, This province of Midian lay on the eastern shere 
<of the Red Sea, and its inhabitants who descended fHnn 
Abraham by Keturah,' seem to have retained some 
knowledge of the true God. It is supposed that Moees 
wrote the books of Genesis and lob while in the land of 
Midian : no doubt these 40 years were the happiest of 
his life. 

Q. What was the situation of the Israelites during 
Moses* banishment ? 

A, They were in no degree relieved from their hard 
servitude^ though the King who ordered the infants to 
be drowned was dead. The present Pharaoh was, if 
possible, more hardened than his predecess^. Sach 
continued affliction subdued the stubborn s^its of the 
Israelites, and they cried unto God, by reason of their 
bondage, and he heard their prayer, uid commanded 
Moses to go to their relief. 

Q. In what manner^did God manifest himself^ 

A. As Moses led his father's flocks to mount Horeln 
the. angel of God^appeared to him ki a burning bash : 
this angel was afterwards called Jehovah, the great 
« / am," which implies self*existence, independence, 
ineompcebeflLsibiiity, and consummate perfection. Thii^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HISTORY. M 

gioaous person was no doubt the Almigbi^ Redeemer^ 
i¥ho when clothed in our fleshy said* with anobledisrcgard 
of the laws of human language, <( before Abraham was» 
I am— «o man hath seen (xod at any time ; the only be« 
gotton Son who is in the bosom of the Father^ he hath 
declared him/' God commanded Moses to go down 
into JElgypt, and deliver hia people^ for he had heard 
their cries, and tlie aet time of their release had arrived* 

Q. What was Moses' conduct on this occasion t 

A. He appeared unwilling to undertake the office, and 
after making several objections, hmted a doubt that the 
Hebrews had so far forgotten the God of their fethers, 
that they would not understand his commission. He 
aaked therefore by what name he should speak to them* 
Here the Deity vouchsafed to return an answer, though 
in terms that implied rebuke* He commanded him to 
say to the Hebrews " the God of your Fathers, the 
great I am, hath seat me unto you." At the same 
time he warned Mosea c^ the obstinate resistance he 
would meet with from Pharaoh, and of the wonders he 
was about to perform in £^py t> and that he would bring 
his peq>le out wkh a mighty hand : that they should 
reap the spoils of the Egyptians as. a recompence for 
their long service* 

Q. Did Moses make any farther resistance? 
• A, Notwithsunding these divine assurances, Moses 
acknowledged his doubts were not removed. He had 
before deemed himself competent to the service, and 
self confidence had the appearance of strong faith and 
zeal ; but now unful distrust was mixed with deep hu- 
mility : so defective are the greatest virtues of the most 
eminent saints. 

Q. In what manner did God encourage Moses ? . 

A, The Almighty graciously condescended to 
strengthen his faith by two miricles. The first, by 
transforming bia rod into a frightful serpent, and then 
mto a rod agun. The second, by smiting his right 
hand with a leprosy, and then restoring it again as the 
Qther : and he fiirther informed Moses that if these twa 
iqpfcira€;Ies failed to coiivinceitbe Hebrews^ that his mesi^ 



d by Google 



9$ UNIVERSAL 

fwge was ffXHa the living God, that he should be em- 
powered to turn the waters of the Nile into blood* 

Q. Did Moses still dare to object I 

vf. Yes, he alledged his want of eloqu^noe as an ex«^ 
euse ; but yet God bore with him, and promised to sup* 
ply every natural defect by his immediate power. Mo- 
ses again ventured to refuse—" and he said, send I pray 
thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send," that is> 
any hand but mine. 

Q. What reflections present themselves to your mind 
upon thb part of history ? 

^. The mind is equally astonished at the strange in- 
credulity and perverseness of the prophet, at the singu- 
lar fidelity and exactness of the historian in recording 
his own errors, and at the long-suffering and forbear- 
ance of God to his rebellious creature. 

Q. How was Moses' unbelief and obstinacy removed? 

^, His conduct excited the divine displeasure, which 
was probably shown by some visible tc^Len ; yet the 
Lord did not supercede bis commission, but in conde- 
scension to his weakness, appointed his brother Aaron 
as an assistant. Moses then made in^mediate prepcur^-. 
lion for his journey* 

Q. Did Jethro make any opposition to Moses' depar- 
ture ? 

./f. No : Moses expressed his.desire of visiting his 
brethren in Egypt, that he might learn what their con- 
dition was : intercourse between different nations being 
at that time very difficult. Jethro gave him his blessing, 
and bade him depart. 

Q, Wliat happened to Moses on his way ? 

^. Moses journeyed to the wilderness of Sinai, where 
he met his brother Aaron, who had been commanded 
by God to go and meet Moses. As Aaron immedtately 
obeyed the heavenly vision, and Mose$^ from his unbe- 
lief and many family circumstances, m^de many delays, 
Aaron met him almost as soon as he set out on his jour- 
ney. Moses acquainted him with all the Lord had re» 
sealed to him. 

Q. 'How did the Israelites receive Moses and Aaronl 

4. On their arrival in the land of Goshen, they a&-. 
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sembled the elders of Israel, -and encouraged them 
ivith the hopes of deliveraoce. It is supposed that Aft* 
ron delivered the messager and Moses accompanied it 
with the miraculous signs which God had ^pointed. 
The people believed the words of the Lord, and bowed 
their heads and worshipped. Moses aod Aaron then 
requested an audience of Pharaohy and were admitted 
to the royal presence as the representatives of the Jew- 
ish nation. 

Q. In what manner did Piiaraoh receive them. 

./f. They prefaced their petition with a message from 
the God of Israel, demandingt in his name, permission 
^r the Israelites to gotliree days journey in the wilder- 
ness, and sacrifice to the Lord their God, as he had 
commanded; intimaUng the great danger the whole n»« 
tion would be exposed to if they neglected so po^tivora 
eharge. Probably Pharaoh liad heard of the God q£ 
Israel, but he had so long tyrannized over his. fi>llowers, 
that he despised lus power, and therefore treated them 
with contempt, saying, « I know not the Lord, neither 
, will I let Israel go," and disnussed the petitioners with 
a-severe reprimand ; at the same time ordering the taskr 
masters to double the labour of the Israditesby refuaiiig 
to give them straw, which they used in burning brick% 
and compelling them to gather stubble in the room of 
it This command was executed with such rigour that 
the Hebrew overseer» repaired in a body to court, oomr 
plaining of their heavy grievance, and earnestly peti? 
tioned mr redress. 

Q. Did Pharaoh listen to their complaints ? 

ji. No : he positively refused to* do them justice, and 
reproaching them with indolence, drove them from lus 
presence. On their return home from the palace, they 
met Moses and Aaron, who were anxiously waiting 
Pharaoh's answer. They accuaedthem in the bitterest 
terms as being the authors of their increased misery, 
and even called upon God to plead their cause figain&t 
them. 

Q. How <Hd Moses and Aaron support this severe 
trial? 

^. Moses seemed almost tempted again to despair ; 
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fbr while the king of Egypt denied that the Lord had 
sent bini, his own people accused him of betraying 
them. He cried unto the Lord) who graciously heard 
his prayer (though it was mixed with unbelief)) and as* 
sured him of his immutable love and faithfulness to la* 
rael, and of their speedy deliverance. 

Q*, Did the people believe Moses ? 

ji» He spake to them as God commanded him ; but 
they listened nott for their souls were filled with an- 
guish. Moses himself was so disheartened at seeing 
their distress, that he appeared extremely reluctant to 
return to Pharaoh with a renewal of his request. But 
at length he was overcome by divine declarations. Mo- 
ses was Hdy and Aaron was 83 years of age when they 
stood before Pharaoh. ' Their venerable age» united to 
the wonders they performedy would have moved an 
ordinary sinner to submit to God ; but Pharaoh was no 
common character. 

Q. What were the miracles which Moses and Aaron 
performed ? 

^. The first Was transforming Aaron's rod into a 
serpent. When Moses first saw this miracle he wai 
afraid, and fied from it ; but Pharaoh appeared not in 
the least moved ; he considered it as the effect of ma- 
gic, and sending for some of his magicians^ they cast 
their rods upon the ground^ and they became serpents ; 
whether in appearance or reality, learned men do not 
agree. Some suppose that God permitted them to 
work a real miracle ; others, that by magical skill, they 
conveyed away the rods, and placed serpents in the 
room. Aaron's rod, while under transformation^ swal- 
lowed tbeir's, and then became a rod again in hb hand : 
events which would have been sufficient to satisfy any 
reasonable person on which side truth lay. 

Q, Why were the demons of Egypt allowed to dis- 
play the slightest vestige of power, to oppose or to 
inriltate the mighty power of God ? 

^, It is supposed that they were permitted to succeed 
in imitating the first miracles of Moses, lest they should 
say that all was an illusion. Though we cannot produce 
this particular effect, we can, by art, perform wonders, 

• 
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equally astonishing. Bat being permitted for a time to 
rival Moses, they could not afterwards deny the authen- 
ticity of tjje miracles. 

Q. What was the second miracle which Moses 
wrought ? 

jf, Mbses was sent the next day to speak to Pharaoh, 
as he went to the Nile (probably to pay his devotions 
to it as a God) to threaten him, if he • still refused to 
let the people go, that the river, in which he gloried^ 
should become a source of death, as it had formerly 
been of fertility and life ; for the Lord whom he despi- 
sed would convert it to blood. As the warning pro- 
duced no effect, Moses delivered his rod to Aaron, who 
smote the rirer, and all the streams became blood. 
The Egyptians had stained its waters with the blood of 
innocence, and now they had blood to drink ; but as the 
magicians imitated this wonderful metamorphosis by 
the power of their enchantments, Pharaoh still remain- 
ed obstinate, thinking perhaps that his magicians might 
by their skill remove the plague as they had apparently 
imitated it. 

Q, How did the magicians find clear water after the 
Nile and all the pools were changed to blood ? 

./^. The scripture does not say that the water, which 
every family kept in cisterns for their own use, was 
changed, but only their pools and streams of water ; 
besides, water might have been procured from Goshen, 
which escaped all the plagues. 

Q. How long did this plague continue ? 
^. This awful calamity lasted seven days, and was 
then removed by the sparing mercy of God, not from 
-«ny submission on the part of the Egyptioj>s. 

Q. What was the next punishment inflicted on Pha- 
raoh for his obstinacy ? 

ji. God brought a plague of frogs upon the land, 
• They were produced in the Nile, ana came up oyer all 
the land of Egypt^ even to the tables, beds, ovens, &c. 
The magicians fnutated this miracle by bringing a fresh 
swarm of frogs upon the country, which only added to 
the distress of the people. The continuance of the 
plague was so intglerable, that Pharaoh, notwithstanding 
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Y)is haughtiness and impiety, begged of Moses to en- 
treat the God of Israel for him, that the frogs might be 
destroyed, promising to set the Hebrews at liberty, on 
condition of this deliverance. Moses, to convince Pha- 
raoh more fully that God alone inflicted the judgment, 
allowed him to iix the time of its removal, and Pha- 
raoh, instead of requesting to be delivered immediately, 
set the next day, thinking perhaps that the frogs would 
by that time go away of themselves. 

Q, Was Pharaoh brought to dismiss the people at 
this time ? 

ji. Upon the removal of the frogs, Pharaoh mistook 
. a respite for a deliverance. Motives of pride and self 
interest again took possession of his mind, and he 
again refused to let Israel go. The Lord then com- 
manded Moses to smite the ground, and the dust be- 
came lice, which grievously aiBicted both man and 
beast. This judgment seems to have been sent without 
any previous wambg, as an awful declaration how 
greatly the Lord was provoked by Pharaoh's prevarica- 
tion and obstinacy. 

Q. Did the magicians imitate this miracle ? 

^H, The Lord allowed them to perform wonders till 
his righteous purposes were fulfilled ; then their power 
was at an end. When the Egyptians attempted in vain 
to bring forth lice, they acknowledged this was the fin- 
ger of God ; implying that none hut God could thas 
overcome them. Yet this had no effect upon Pharaoh's 
mind, whom their enchantments had helped to harden. 
God therefore, by the mouth of his servants, threatened 
him with more terrible judgments, from which the Is- 
raelites should be entirely free ; for it seems, the He- 
brews, for their correction^ had ia some degree felt the 
former plagues. 

Q. What other plagues did God inflict ? 

ji. The next day the whole air was filled with Bies, 
whose bite was extremely painful, and as that insect 
produced maggots, the whole land was occupied by 
them ; but in the land of Goshen there were no flies. 

Q. Did this bring Pharaoh to submission i 
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A. Being alarmed for his safety^ he sent for Moses 
tind Aaron, promised they might go and sacrifke to the 
Lord their God, provided it was done within the con- 
fines of his kingdom. This proposal they rejected, ob- 
serving that they must sacrifice such animals as the 
Egyptians worshipped, and should therefore be so of- 
fensive, that they might reasonably expect to be stoned 
for sacrilege. " We will go," said they, " three days 
journey into the wilderness, and sacrifice to the Lord 
of heaven, as he shall command us." Pharaoh sus- 
pected his petitioners did not intend to return ; but, 
being extremely distressed, he consented that thejr 
might go a small distance from his kingdom! and sacrificct 
hoping by that means to obtain a cessation of the plague. 
No sooner was this dreadful scourge removed, than the 
deceitful monarch violated his solemn promise, and a 
fresh instance of divine wrath appeared in a grievous 
murrain, which swept away the greatest part of the cat- 
tle belonging to the Egyptians, while those of the He- 
brews remained unhurt. But as this afiliction, severe 
as it was, did n.ot afiect the person of the king, he ad« 
hered to his resolution of detaining the Itiraelites. 
Moses and Aaron were therefore commanded to take 
ashes from the furnace, and sprinkle into the air, which 
became most grievous biles upon man and beast. The 
magicians themselves were so severely visited by this 
plague, that they durst not stand before Moses. But 
the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he hearkened 
not even to his own wise men, who joined their en- 
treaties with Moses and Aaron* 

Q. Why then was Pharaoh to blame, if Godhardenetl 
his heart ? 

A, The Lord had declared that he noanld harden 
Pharaoh's heart, but this is the first time that it is ex- 
pressly said he had hardened it. Hence we may infer^ 
that God, in consequence of Pharaoh's pride, obstinacy, 
and unbelief, gave him^up to his own heart's lusts, and 
to the power of Satan^ By this we are not to under- 
stand that God created wickedness in Pharaoh's heart ; 
for " God is not tempted of evil, neither tempteth he 
any man." Pharaoh's rebellion did not arise froxn any 
K 
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natural incapacity of obeying, but from enmity of hearti 
4Uid a determined opposition of will against the known 
commands of God. He was hot therefore exempted 
from obligation to obey. Moses was sent to require 
Israel's departure, denouncing still more awful judg- 
4nentsin case of refusal. 

Q, What were the judgments inflicted ? 

A, The next was a tremendous storm of hail, aitcn- 
tended with severe thunders, so that the hail, mingled 
with fire, ran along the ground. Men, birds, &nd ani- 
Cnals were struck lifeless to the earth ; trees, shtmbs 
and iElowers were torn from their roots, and nothing es- 
caped the general devastation, but the wheat and rye, 
which had lately sprang up. Those who feared the 
wrath of God among the Egyptians, being previbiisly 
warned of the storm, provided against it, by sheltering 
their cattle and servants. But it appears that the grea- 
ter part remained as regardless as Pharaoh himself. 
This dreadful visitation terrified Pharaoh to such a de- 
gree, that he again promised that the Israelites should 
be left at full liberty to depart, if Moses would intreat 
«the Lord that there should be no more such dread&l 
thunder and hail ; acknowledging that God was right- 
eous, and he and his people wicked. We see by thisj 
ihat Pharaoh knew that he acted freely. 

<?. Did Pharaoh perform his promise whcti the hail 
was removed I 

A. No : he again hardened his heart. Moses was 
then sent to threaten a plague of locusts. The nivage^ 
which they make in those eastern countries arc very 
dreadful. They often darken the air by their numbers, 
and desolate whole countries. Pharaoh was alarmed, 
and some of his courtiers entreated him to remember, 
that Egypt was already nearly destroyed. He seemed 
at first willing to let them depart, but when he found 
that not only the men, but the women and children, 
with all their substance would be taken, he refused. 
This judgment proveri ineffectual ; Egypt was soon after 
visited with darkniess of so a dreadful nature, that it 
might be felt« It is generally supposed that the 

Digitized by V^OOQ IC 



HISTORY. fi)3: 

tEick fog, which occasioned this judgment, extinguish- 
ed all the lamps of the Egyptians, and left them in total* 
darkness. There is to this day, a tradition among the 
Jews, that the Egyptians were at the same time af* 
frighted with- horrible noises, occasioned by evil spirits, 
and that this is the meaning of the expression in the 
Psalms, « He sent evil angels among them." In the 
land of Goshen there was light, and the Israelites inight 
now have inarched off unmolested ; but it was the 
I^ord's pleasure that they should ^o off as mighty 
conquerors, not as abject fugitives : yet it is supposed 
that they were preparing for their departure, while their 
oppressors were rendered incapable of interrupting 
them. 

Q, What effect did this judgment produce on Plia-^ 
r^oh*s mind ? 

yi. At the first return of light he sent for Mo- 
aes and Aaron, and offered to permit the departure 
of the sacred people, provided their cattle should >e- 
main ; but on their refusing to accede to this proposal, 
he caused them to be thrust out of his palace, threat- 
ening them with death if tliey ever entered it again; 
Moses was not intimidated by this threat, but told 
Pharaoh he should not see his f^ce again^ for God was. 
about to inflict a judgment which would be so very ter- 
rible, that the Egyptians would come and entreat them 
to depart fromi the country .^ Moses having denounced 
this awful prediction, left Pharaoh's presence in great 
anger at his final obduracy, being, grieved at the hard- 
ness of his heart. 

Q. What ceremony did God appoint at this time ? 

^ The. feast of the passover. Every famiiy of tfe^ 
Israelites were to kill and roast a lamb or a kid, and 
eat it with bitter herbs, and unleavened bread ; and' 
such parts of it as remained till morning, were to be* 
burned with fire-. The mode of eating it was also ex- 
pressly prescribed. They were to eat it with their loins^ 
girded, their shoes upon their feet, and their staves in^ 
their hands. This feast was instituted, not only as a me- 
morial ofi UrsieUs deliverance from Egypt, but as a typ& 
qf the expis^tory s\ifferings of Christy in whose blood 
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alonC) mankind have remission of sins, and who is em^ 
phatically called the Lamb of God, that taketli away the 
sins of the world. On this memorable night they were 
commanded to take of the blood of the lamb, and sprin« 
kle the two side and cross posts of the doors ; for on 
this night the angel of the Lord would smite the first- 
born of all Egypt, and every house that was not desig- 
nated by the atoning blood would feel the sword of the 
destroying angel. They were sdso charged to keep tliis 
feast throughout their generations, in commemoration 
of this awful event. 

Q. What time wasthis'pl^ue inflicted on the Egyp' 
tians? 

ji. The time chosen for this most tremendous judg- 
ment was midnight ; an hour which served to enliahce 
the terror of the punishment. At that appointed hour, 
the angel of the Lord passed through the land, and 
smote all the first bom of the Egyptians, from the eldest 
son of Pharaoh to the firstrborn of the meanest cap- 
tive, and even to that of every animal of the kingdom. 
The infliction of this judg^ment.was so sudden and ter- 
rific, that the whole land was filled with consternation, 
while the air resounded with the agonizing cries of the 
dying, and the loud and fruitless lamentations of their 
surviving friends. Words can never express the ter- 
ror of that dreadful night. The afTdghted monarch 
sent immediate orders to Moses and Aaron to quit the 
kingdom with all they chose to take with them ; and 
such was the urgency of the kings command, that the 
Israelites, though they bad been warned of a speedy 
departure, had not time to prepare food for the journey^ 
but were obliged to take their bread unbaked, while it 
was yet unleavened ; and when they arrived at Succotb 
they baked unleavened cakes of it for their immediate 
use. 

Q. What did God direct them to ask of the Egyp- 
tians? 

^, They were ordered to ask jewels of silver and 
gold, and costly raiment; and the Lord opened 
ed the hearts of the Egyptians to bestow upon them 
liriUingly, their most costly ornaments. Thus, thoiq^h 
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latO) thejr were paid f(Mr their long and heavy service to 
their oppressors. They departed, laden with the wealth 
of the country. 

Q. From what place did they take their departure ? 

./f. They began their march from Ramases, a city 
which they had built for Pharaoh. Moses,, having at 
tills time settled the best order which the present con- 
fusion would allow, began his inarch a. little before day 
break, at the head of 600,000 men able to carry arms^ 
besides a prodigious number of old men, women, chil« 
dren, and strangers, who followed them in their jour- 
ney, so that the whole com.pany could not be much less, 
than two millions :— an immense increase from seventy 
persons, in but little more than 200 years. The Psalrai- 
ist Jells us that there was not one feeble among them^ 
vrhich fully completed their triumph over Pharaoh, a» 
it would have been a source of grief, to the Israelites 
to have \ek any of (heir friends in that vlolatrouscoun* 
try, and is no less a miracle than the destruction of the 
first-born. , i , . , 

Q. How long had the Hebrews sojourned in Canaan 
and Egypt ? 

vf. From the calling of Abraham^ to their departur<^ 
from Egypt, was 430 years. 

Q. Where did they make the first encampment T 
. w^. At Succoth, (which signifies teots.) After they 
had formed their encampments according to their seve-» 
ral tribes, Moses agsun enforced the obligation of keep- 
ing the passover5 with: strict charge that no leavea 
should be found in any of their dwellings. This feast 
was kept seven days ;.fnd here God was pleased to com- 
mand, that the first* borU) ^f a male) should be conse- 
crated to him as a further remembrance of their late 
glorious deliverance. This sequestration of thefirst-^ 
bom they were commanded to explain to their children 
throughout all generations. 

. Q, By what route did Moses lead the children oJT 
Israel ? 

>4. ThroMgh the wilderness of Arabia Deserta^ 
whdch was south of the direct road to Canaan : that la>( 
ti)fo«^h the country of the Philistines, a warlike pca« 
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pie* whom the fBraeHtes were unable to encounter, tm^ 
Acquainted as they were with war, unarmed, and en- 
cumbered with their families. God g^raciouslf led 
them, and directed their rriovements, by a miraculous 
appearance in the air, in form of a pillar, the base of 
which was so large as to cover the whole camp. This 
by day overshadowed them like a cloud, shielding them 
fioni the intense heat of the sun* At night it gave 
light as a fire, which would not only guide them in the 
right way, but protect them from the attack of wild 
beasts and venomous animals, which abound in that 
country, and from which they were iMrotected till they 
entered Canaan, except on one accasion. It also typi^ 
fied the guidance,, comfort, and security, which the 
Lord afTords his* true people through the wilderness of 
this world ? 

Q, Did Moses remember Joseph's last request ^ 

^. Yes ; and took his bones with him, which had 
been so long a pledge of Israel's deliverance, and wbicht 
were a proper memento to Moses, of that death to 
which the ^eatosl men must come« 

Q. Did Pharaoh repent of the permissiian. which he 
had given for Israel's departure ? 

jf. Phara^ had no sooner lost the first impressions 
of terror, than he began to repent of dbmissing sonui^ 
merous a body of slaves. The Lord^. who knew his 
heart) permitted such temptations tabe placed befiere 
him^ as would prevail on his daring and unhumbled 
spirit, to pursue after leratel, that he might be honoured 
by means of the Egyptians^ and make his power and 
j^istice known to aU futur* genemtions. He gave or* 
ders to the Israelites to turn still more from the direct 
road to Canaan, and encamp in Pihafairoth, where they 
were shut in on the right a^d left by impassable mounp 
tains, aiHd the Hed Sea in ^"ont- Pharaoh being infor* 
med (probably by the return of some of the mixed mul* 
titudejof then* situation, began to suspect,notwilhstand«^ 
ing the many wonders he had wimessed, that they were 
not under the guidance of an unerring power. The 
people who had willingly bestowed in the hour of tc»^ 
xQTy their moat costly ocBameDts> to obtain leleaae fs^m 
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danger, seemed tiow to paitske fullf of PlnT«eh*s un- 
belief. Thef had seen their country desolated by re* 
peated judgments, and their first-bom slain : they had 
therefore appeared humble under the rod of power, but 
now, betieving it to be removed, their covetousness^ 
ambition, and thirst for revenge, returned ; they made 
ready their chariots of war, pursued afeer fsrael, and 
overtook them while they lay encamped at Pihahkoth. 
Q. Were the Israelites intimidated at their approach I 
^, It is evident that all the wonders wrought in 
Egypt bad oaiy produced transient conviction in the 
minds of the Ismelites, they being desdtute of faitb 
and confidence in God. They forgot the miracles that 
he had wsought in their behalf, and assembled in a tu« 
multiloba manner around the tent of tlieir pious con* 
doctor, and ungratefully accused him as the author of 
all their calamities, and insultingly asked him if there 
were no graves in Egypt, that he had brought them to 
die in the 'wilderness*. We may hope and believe, thas 
some few of this vast multitude were seeking the Lord 
in humble and believing prayer, while the rest were 
ven&ng their anguish and har in bitter complaints, 
against Moses. 

Q» How did Moses behave on this tryin|^ ocoasion I 
A^ His faith and patience shone forth with peculiar 
lustre* He answered the injurious complaints of the* 
Israelites with dignified calmness and meekness, which^ 
did honour to h».character,.as.the commander of Israel 
and the prophet of the Lord. He assured his murmur- 
ing countrymen, that the Lord would deliver them by 
his own powerful arm, and it would not be needful for 
them to fight agaihst the Egyptians, but merely to look 
on in silent astonishment, and witness their destruction : 
for this would be the last time they would see them as 
living enemies, either to afiiight or injure them. Ha- 
ving thus attempted to revive the drooping spirits of 
his folfowers, he addressed himself in earnest prayer 
to God for their deliverance. 

©. What answer did Moses receive? 
A, God commanded him to go directly forward to 
^ led Seai asswing him that on his stceiching ooi 
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hi» hand with the rod of God in it, the wares should di» 
vide and make room for the Hebrews ; that Pharaoh and 
his idolatrous host should certainly be overwhelmed, if 
they undertook to pursue them. 

Q* How were the Israelites brought throifgh the 
Red Sea ? 

A, Moses stretched out his hand and waved the con- 
secrated rod, as the signal commanded by the Lord ; 
on which a strong east wind arose, and divided the wa- 
ters of the Red Sea, till il formed two mighty walls and 
a spacious road between, through which the Israelites 
securely marched : at the same time, the miraculous 
pillar of fire, by removing from the front to the rear of 
the army, gave light to the Israelites* and directed their 
steps to the sea shore ; while it was a cloud of darkness to 
their enemies, and prevented them -from discerning 
their prey, which they expected to have seized at once. 
This miraculous pillar is a lively emblem of the gos- 
pel dispensation, which to them who believe,' is a light 
to-ditect their steps in the darkest hour ; but to those 
who seek to find cause of offence, an occasion of stum- 
bUng ? 

Q, Did Pharaoh pursue after Israel ? 

A. The Egyptians being given over by God to des- 
perate hardness of heart, pursued after Israel into the 
midst of .the sea. Some suppose, that being enveloped 
in the cloud, they entered the miraculous channel with- 
out knowing where they were. The channel of the 
Red Sea where the Israelites crossed, is supposed by 
some to be 20, by others only 12 miles. Both armies 
appear to have been marching for several hours in the 
bed of the sea, before the morning watch, whieh- ap- 
pears to have begun about three hours before sun-rising* 
At that time the Lord looked through the fiery, cloudy 
pillar, and troubled the host of the Egyptians. How this 
was done we cannot tell ; bat in such a manner that the 
Egyptians knew it to be the power of God, and they at- 
tempted to fly ; but flight was impracticable. For th& 
chosen people having reached the opposite shore in 
safety, and Mioses having waved the rod in obedience to 
God'a command^ the suspended waves rushed impetus 
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otisly into their natural bed, and the proud monarch of 
Egypt, with all his chosen troops, was instantly over- 
whelmed. The Egyptians had drowned the innocent 
children of the Israelites ; and they had a watery grave 
assigned them, as a just recompence for their cruel and 
multiplied murders. 

Q. What effect did this awful event produce on the 
minds of the Israelites ? 

A, While they contemplated with mingled gratitude 
and terror the floating spoils and carcases of their ene- 
mies, they believed the Lord and his servant Mose». 
A solemn hymn of thanksgiving was composed by 
Moses on this memorable occasion, and sung by him 
and the whole assembly. Miriam led the women ta 
accompany them, not only with singiiyg, but with tim-- 
brels and dances. 

Q, Who was Miriam ? 

A, She was the sister of Moses and Aaron, though^ 
as she resided with Aaron, she is called his sister wheiv 
spoken of. She is styled a prophetess, and joined by^ 
Micah with Moses and Aaron, as the leader of Israel^ 
though nothing is recorded of her in that capacity, ex* 
cept leading the women in this song.. Yet, many pas- 
sages in scripture imply that the Lord had delivered his^ 
will by her, though not in the same manner as by Moses 
and Aaron. She was at this time about 90 years old. 

Q. Did the Israelites ever distrust the power of God 
after this signal deliverance ? 

A, Being exceedingly distressed for Mrater, havings 
marched three days with all their flocks and herds, 
through dry and barren sands, they came to a place, 
called Marah, where they found water, which only ag- 
gravated their distress, for it was so nauseous, (and 
perhaps also unwholesome,) that they could not drink 
it. Being grievously disappointed, they again forgot 
the wondrous works of God, and instead of ct7ing ta 
him in humble and believing prayer, vented their dis^^ 
content in peevish murmurs agsunst Moses. God how- 
ever condescended to silence their complaints, by sweet- 
ening the source of the waters. He gave them at thc^ 
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same timtf some new sututes, proQusiQ|^ to reward 
their obedience with the most ample blessings, 

Q* Were not the children of Israel now willing to 
trust entirely in God ? 

A, No: From Marah they marched to Selimra place 
rendered peculiarly delightful by 12 salubtious springs 
of water, and 70 palm trees. After spending three 
weeks in this pleasant situation they resumed their 
march towards the wilderness of Sin, where their 
provisions being nearly exhausted, they began to mur- 
mur more violently than ever f accusing Moses of hav- 
ing decoyed them from a land of plenty, to perish by fa- 
mine in the wilderness. Yety notwithstanding thi» 
insolence and ingratitude, as their distress was real and 
urgent, God did not exercise deserved punishment 
upon them, nor even threaten it : but he graciously 
supplied their wants by sending a prodigious number of 
quails, which alighted in every part of the camp, so 
that they might be easily caught, and the next morning 
the whole face of the ground was covered with a kind of 
white dew, resembling a- small fi*ost, which Moses in* 
formed his followers was bread that God had sent them, 
which they should receive daily wliile they continued 
in the wilderness. 

Q, What did they call this breadi and how was it 
gathered I 

A. They called it manna, which answers to the ex- 
clamation " what is this ?" They were ordered to ga* 
ther an onier of it every day« for each peispn, and if 
any person had more of it than he wanted, he was to 
imparf it to his neighbour, for if they presumed to ga« 
ther any of it for the next day, it collected worms, aud 
stunk. Thus the Israelites were taught to impart of 
their superfluity to relieve the wants of their brethren t 
to trust in the Lord for a new supply when requisite, as 
we learn £rom Cor. U, 13; On the sixth day, however,, 
they were ordered to gather twice the quantity,.for none 
would fall on the next, which was the sabbath. The. 
manna thus. ga;(liered would remain good during tvp 
days* An omer full was afterwards deposited in the 
Ark, which remained unhurt to future generations* 
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It is remarkable that three miracleis were wrought 
every week in honour of the sabbath, even before the 
promulgation of the Mosaic law. Double the quantity 
of manna fell before the sabbath : none fell on that day ; 
nor did that s^wil which they kept for that day. This 
proves that the sabbath was from the beginning, though 
probably, the Hebrews, while slaves in Egypt, had not 
been allowed to observe it, and had therefore nearly for- 
gotten there was such an appointment, which occasioned 
such frequent breaches of the divine command, 

IQ. How were the Israelites supplied with water, 
while ii> the desert ? 

A. From a rock, wbich at God*$ command Moses 
smote with his rod, such prodigious streams of water 
gushed out, as afforded the whole nation a sufficient 
supply ; and these streams are supposed to have fol- 
lowed them, as a river, through the wilderness. 

Q. What was the place called where this rock stood f 

A. The original name was Rephiddim ; but it was 
at that time called Massah, and Mevibah (tempting and 
contention) on account of the murmurs of the assembly, 
Who, when afRicted with thirst, grew so enraged as to 
threaten the life of Moses. Here observe, that every 
extraordinary interposition of the Lord, in behalf of 
Israel, was preceded by some remarkable exhibition of 
their ongratelbl and rebellious disposition, and serves to 
shew the riches of his mercy and long suffering to- 
wards them. 

Q. AVhat nation made the first attack upon Israel ? 

A. The Amalekites, who slew some of the ^bple 
in the extremity of the camp. Moses sent JtGfthua 
against them with a suitable detachment, while he him- 
self, with Aaron and Hur, went to the top of a neigh- 
bouring eminence, to view the battle, and to intercede 
with God forthe victory. 

Q. What answer did Moses receive to his prayer at 
this time ? 

A, When Moses lifted up his hands in prayer, Israel 
prevailed, but when he dropped them, Amalek had the 
advantage. At length finding his arms wearied, Moses 
desired Aaron and Hur to hold them up oh either side, 
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till the setting of the sun, when his petitions were 
fully answered by Israel's gaining a complete victory. 

Q, What are we taught by this transaction ? 

^. We are taught the efficacy of faith, and the pre- 
yalence of prayer. Moses was, in this instance, Israers 
typical intercessor and mediator. 

Q. What monument did Moses erect, to perpetuate 
the memory of this important event ? 

ji. He erected an altar, which he called Jehovah Nis- 
6i, or the Lord is my banner. 

Q. What command did the Lord give respecting 
Amaiek ? 

wf. To make war upon that nation, and that the name 
of Amalck should be blotted out from under heaven. 

Q. Where did the Israelites make their next stand ? 

ji. In the neighbourhood of Mount Sinai. Here 
Moses received a visit from Jethro, his fatherin-law, 
Vfho brought Zipporahj and his two sons along with 
him. 

Q. What passed between Moses and Jethro at this 
meeting ? 

jf, Moses informed Jethro of all the wonders which 
God had wrought for his people, and Jethro rejoiced 
greatly, not only at the freedom of Israel, but in find- 
ing his own faith and trust in God, confirmed by these 
astonishing events. Jethro advised Moses to appoint of- 
ficers under him, who should decide on common cases; 
for Moses hitherto had been so much engaged in set- 
tling the disputes among the people, as to injure his 
health. 

Q. Was Jethro's council followed ? 

^. Moses consulted the Lord on the subject, and by 
his appointment, constituted officers over thousands, 
and fifties, and tens. These rulers judged all the smal- 
ler causes, but the weighty matters were carried before 
Moses. This arrangement appears to have been per- 
manent in Israel. 

Q. Did Jethro continue with Moses ? 
^ ^. He returned shortly after to the place of his na- 
tivity, and Moses was ordered shortly after to prepare 
the people to receive the written law. They were three 
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^ys preparing for this solemn event ; they probably 
spent most of the time in prayer and self examination. 

Q. At what period was the written law given ? 

j1. 430 years after the calling of Abraham ; 856 years 
after the deluge ; 347 y rs. before the destruction of Troy. 
This is called the fourth e^och, or period of the world. 

Q, How long was this after the departure from Egypt? 

ji. Forty seven days had elapsed since that eventful 
Jiight, when the destroying angel walked through th& 
midst of Egypt, and slew all the first born ; and in 
that little period much had been done for God's chosen 
people. The Red Sea divided, Pharaoh and his host 
slain, the bitter waters of Mara sweetened, bread rain* 
ed from Heaven, water extracted from the flinty rock, 
and now they were prepared to hear th€ law from the 
mouth of God. ' ^ 

Q, From what place was the law given ? 

j1. From Mount Sinai^ the highest eminence of a 
vast ridge of mountains, which runs from east to west 
through Arabia Petr^ea. The neighbouring eminence 
was called Horeb, and the adjoining barren valley in- 
differently styled the wilderness of Sinai, or the wilder- 
ness of Horeb. 

Q. What uncommon appearances attended the giving 
of the law ? 

j1. On the appointed morning, wHen the signal had 
been given by a loud and long sound of the trumpet, 
Moses led the whole assembly to the foot of the moun- 
tain, where they waited in trembling expectation to 
hear the voice of God from amid the thick darkness 
which covered the mountain. Here their terror was 
increased by loud thunder and terrific lightning, while 
the mountain shook to its centre at the blasts of the 
trumpet, which continued sounding more and more 
dreadful, announcing the presence of the Lord. Moses 
himself feared greatly, yet when the signal was giveD> 
and God spoke to him in an encouraging voice, he led 
the people forward to the barrier, which had been fixed 
by divine direction, and went up with his brother Aaron 
into the midst of the cloud, while the Israelites gazed 
on the astonishing objects before them in silent ama^e^r 
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xnent. Yet somci even in view f^ the terrors of Si* 
nai, were so hardened as to be tempted to pass the ap- 
pointed boundarf) and gaze at forbidden objects. Mo- 
ses was therefore commanded to go down^ and give the 
people another charge ; after this Moses again ascend- 
ed the mount. The- trumpet ceased : the thunder was 
hushed in Silence» and the voice of God distinctly heard 
from the midst of the firef aloud pronouncing the ten 
commandments, which were to be not only the founda- 
tion of all the laws that should be afterwards given to 
the Jewish nation, but of all moral obligations, to the 
oidoftime. 

Q. Did this awful and sublime scene make a suitable 
Impression on the minds of the Israelites ? 

jt. They were for the present struck with fear at the 
«olemn scene they had witnessed, and the still more so- 
lemn words they had heard, and while Moses was upon 
the mount, they retired to a distance, and intreated him 
on his return, to declare the counsels of God to them 
himself, as they were not able to bear such another 
display of divine glory, and live. Here we are taught 
the distinction between the dread of immediate ven- 
geance, and the salutary fear of God, which habitually 
influences the conduct. The one leads the sinner to 
flee ff^m the presence of his Maker, the other to put 
away every thing offensive in his sight. 

Q, What reply did Moses make to the people ? 

ji. He comforted them with the assurances of God's 
protection, so long as they continued obedient. Hef 
again left them, and went up the mountain with Aa* 
ron and Hur. At this interview the Almighty cohde* 
scended to renew his promises to the seed of Jacob) 
that they should possess the land of Canaan. A few 
ceremonial institutions were add^ at this time to the 
moral precepts of the decalogue. 

Q. Why is the law given byGod to Moses called the 
written law ? 

^. Todistingubh it from the preceding state of maOf 
which is called the law of nature, in which men had no^ 
thing to direct them but natural reason and the tradi< 
tixax of tbdr uxoeitots. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC ' 



HISTORY. 115 

Q. What gavernment did God establish by Moses in 
the desert ? . 

' w^. It is called a Theocracy, or Empire of God, be- 
cause Jehovah himself condescended to be their lawgiv- 
er am! king. 

Q. What laws were given the Israelites besides the 
moral law? 

vf. Ceremonial and judicial laws* 

Q. In what did they consist ? 

^. The ceremonial law consisted in various washings, 
sprinkling with water or blood, anointing with holy oil^ 
shaving the head, together with many sacrifices* 

Q. Could these rites and ceremonies take away sin ? 

ji. No : it is* not possible that the Uood of animals 
could remove gfiilt, or outward ceremonies purify the 
heart. 

Q. Of what use then were these ceremonies ? 

vf. They were of no further service than to cleanse 
the subjects from ceremonial defilement, and to'rein' 
state them in their political state, as members of the 
Jewish visible church. The washings, purifications^ 
&c. represented the inward purification of the heart 
by the sanctification of the holy spirit. The sacrifices 
and sprinkling of blood typified the atonement of Christy 
and were calculated to impress the minds of the peo* 
pie with a deep sense of their own guilt and unholinesS|. 
of the majesty and purity of God, and that there couM 
be no hope except in and through a mediator. 

Q. What passed at the ratification of these laws ? 

ji. After Moses had received these various laws, he 
was sent down from the thick darkness (where he had 
enjoyed immediate communications with God) to deliver 
them to the people. He then erected an altar, and of- 
fered burnt sacrifices and peace offerings, in which the 
whole assembly united. Moses then caused the con- 
tents of the covenant between God and his people toba 
publicly read, and after exacting from them a solemn 
promise to fulfil it, he ratified it by sprinkling the book 
and all the pepole with the blood of the victims. At 
the end of this ceremony he caused twelve pillars tob^ 
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raised in tokien of God's sacred alliance with the twelve 
tribes. 

Q. Who of the Israelites were permitted to have a 
near viev? of the glory of God ? 

Q. Moses who acted as Mediator, was commanded 
to conduct Aaron, and his two elder sons, Nadab and 
Abihu, who represented the Levitical priesthood, with 
seventy of the elders, as representatives of Israel, to a 
hig^her part of the mountain, where they were indulged 
with a vision of their all wise creator. 

When we see the names of Nadab and Abihu in this 
respectable list, and look forward to their dreadful and 
untimely end, we arc ted to a reflection of no small 
importance, namely, that the destination of providence 
in raising particular i>ersons to eminent, honourable, 
and important stations in society, is something veiy 
different from the election according to grace, and is a 
loud.call to every person, acting in a public capacity, to 
support and adorn it by private virtue and unaffecied 
piety, lest after being the instrument of saTitig others 
they should be cast away. 

Q, Did the Israelites continue faithful to the solemn 
covenant they had made ? 

v^. They broke it soon after in a most shameful 
manner. Moses had left them for forty days to the 
care of Aaron and Hur, while he retired to Mount 
Sinai to receive farther instruction from God respecting 
the government of Israel, the plan of the tabernacle, 
the sacred utensils, the sacerdotal robes and mode of 
worship, together with the ten commandments written 
on tables of stone by God*s immediate power. A sad 
interruption took place by a rebellion of the Israelites. 

Q. What act of rebellion did they commit ? 

^, They persuaded Aaron to make them a golden 
calf, in imitation of the God's of Egypt, pretending that 
Moses, who had brought them out of their state of bond- 
age, was taken from them, and that they should see 
him no more, and therefore stood in need of another 
guide to lead them to Canaan. 

Q* But could they possibly be so credulous as to sup* 
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pose that an image made by the hand of mati, could 
conduct them in safety through the wilderness ? 

^. Idolatry is a practice so foolish and stupid, that 
we wonder how it ever gained a footing in the world ; 
but many sins of the preseht time are no less enormous^ 
which custom has taught us to view without susprize. 
The form of sin, seen in its native ugliness, is so hideous, 
that we shrink from it with horror, but use familiarizes 
the spectre ; we are led to pity, then to embrace the 
the hateful monster. 

Q. But did not the particular circumstances of the 
Israelites render their sins peculiarly aggravated f 

A. Their guilt was undoubtedly rendered more inex- 
cusable by the chain of miracles, which had accompa- 
nied their deliverance from Egypt, and that constant 
symbol of the divine presence which attended in the 
pillar of cloud and fire ; they daily ate of manna from 
heaven, and drank water from the rock of Horeb. Not 
much more than 40 days before they had heard the 
voice of God from the glory of Mount Sinai, while 
they saw no similitude, prod^ouncing an express prohi- 
bition against image worship. Yet .evenin Horeb they 
forgot God their Saviour, ascribing their deliverance 
out of Egypt, first to Moses, and then to the idol they 
had formed : all these clothed their guilt with a black- 
ness and malignity beyond expression. 

Q. 'What was the real motive for this astonishing 
transaction ? 

ji^ The great evil was, their carnal hearts did not re- 
lish the spiritual worship of the true God. - They want- 
ed a religious feast more suited to their depraved appe- 
tites and sensual desires ; and it proves beyond a 
doubt, that when mankind have set' up idols in their 
hearts, they will not be persuaded to relinquish them, 
even though God speak in terror from Mount Sinai, or 
one should rise from the dead. 

Q. How could Aaron, who was a saint of the Lord, 
join in this atrocious act of guilt ? 

Ji, His conduct on this occasion, seems too unreason- 
able to be either excused or accounted for. The Loi*d 
permitted it, probably to teach him humility and to 
L2 
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•hew that the priesthood was given him^f mere gpace, 
and that when he oflered the sin ofltering o€ atonement, 
he might feel his need of a priest of a nobler order. 

Q. How was the idol formed ? 

A. When the people asked Aaron to make tlvem 
gods, he desired them to bring him the golden ornaments 
•which they wore in their carsr The women. a»d youth 
cheerfully sacrificed these darling embellishments of 
their persons to a mistaken principle of religion ; and 
from these, Aaron formed a molien calf in imitation of 
the Egyptian Apis, (as is svipposed) and fixing it on a 
pedestal, exclaimed, " These are thy Gods, O Israel, 
which brought thee up from the land of Egypt ;" be 
likewise erected an altar before the idol, and made pro- 
clamation, that on the next day should be held a festival 
to the Lord, (thus impiously attempting to unite the 
worship of God and Belial.) On the morrow, the peo- 
ple brought burnt offerings and peace offerings, (for 
the use of these was known before) and liaving sacri- 
ficed to their idol, they feasted on the remaindecof the 
oblation, and concluded with dancing and rcvelrjv 

Q. What passed between God and Moses on the 
Mount ? 

^. The Lord commanded Moses to retura to his 
people, acquainting him with the shameful apostacy 
which had taken place, and intinvated his intention of 
casting them off forever. But Moses interceded so 
powerfully in behalf of the unthinking rebels, and urged 
so forcibly the gracious promises made to Abrahanij 
Isaac, and Jacob, that God accepted of his intercession 
tmd mitigated the punishment of tlie offenders. 

Q. Which of the Israelites besides Moses, was free 
from the guilt of idolatry ? 

j1. Joshua, the son of Nun ; the same who led tlie 
Israelites against Amalek. He attended Moses to the 
foot of the mountain, there he waited patiently during 
all the forty days, in the place where he left him, and 
being at a distance from the camp, was not exposed to 
temptation. 

Q. How did Moses express bis anger at the sin of hi^ 
hiethren I 
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A* W hen he came nigh to the camp and saw the calf, 
and thss indecent reveh^y of the people, his anger wax- 
ed hot, and he expressed his detestation of Israers 
crime, by cssting the tables on which God had written 
the comiiaandments upon the earth, and they were 
broken in pieces, intimating by this significant action, 
that the covenant was now broken, and the people wcue 
exposed to the severest vengeance of God. 

Q. How did the people receive Moses \ 

A, They were overawed at his presence, and at-- 
tempted no resistance, wbiJe he took their idol, and 
raelted it in the fire, and then reduced it to fine powder, 
which he strewed upon the water, and caused the Is- 
raelites to drink the water thus impregnated, as a pre- 
sent punishment, and as emblematical of the effect of 
sin, which would bring a curse upon all their comr 
forts, 

Q, What reproof did Moses give his brother ? 

A, He did not enquire of Aaron what induced him to 
concur with the people in this detestable idolatry ; but 
in what they had offended him, that he should revenge 
himself by leading them into so great a wickedness. 

Q. Had Aaron any thing to offer in ex^tenuation of his 
guilt I 

A,, The excuse he made to Moses was a very weak 
one, and shewed that he had no rational defence to make 
for his conduct. He seemed more intent to deprecate 
the anger of Moses, than of God, and spoke as if the 
calf was prouduced almost by accident, and without his 
concurrence. "I cast the jewels into the fire, and 
there came out thiscalfe" When a sinner endeavours 
to cover, instead of confessing his guilt, it is a very 
dangerous syptom ; and no wonder the Lord was angry 
with A^ron, to have destroyed him ; but Moses prayed 
for him^ and the Lord turned away his fierce anger. 

Q* Was any immediate punishment infilcted on the 
people ?: . 

Ay The Levites were commissioned.jto slay the ring< 
leaders of this rebellion, without any respect to kindred 
or any social tie : for idolatry was a crime to be punish- 
"ed by their magistrates \ yet. it ^eems^ none were slait>. 
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but those who openly stood forth in defence oC their sin. 
There fell on that day about 3000 men. The zeal of 
the tribe of Levi was much to their honour, particular- 
ly as Aaron had set them so bad an example, and shew- 
ed that as a tribe, they were attached to true religion. 

Q, Was this slaughter all the punishment Israel ex- 
perienced for their late offence ? 

^. On the followbg day; Moses went again upon the 
mountain, where he presented his supplication with 
such success, that God not only pardoned the survivors, 
but also renewed his former promise of leading them 
to Canaan under the immediate guidance of an angel. 
iThe pardon and promise, hbwever, were both so far 
conditional, that they should behave with due reverence 
in future, for in case of any relapse into sin, they were 
assured that this crime also would be remembered 
against them. " In the day that I visit," said God, " I 
will visit their sins upon them." They also felt some 
immediate plague in consequence of their idolatry ; but 
in what it consisted we are not informed. 

Q. Was Moses satisfied to lead the people to Canaan 
under the conduct of an angel> without the visible to- 
kens of God's presence ? 

wf . No : his heart was filled with sorrow ; the people 
also had come to a sense of their dreadful situation ; the 
^hole camp was filled with mourning. Moses, by divine 
command, removed the tabernacle without the camp) 
and a few, who still sought the Lord, went out after it. 
The cloudy pillar, which during the period of riot, se- 
dition and revolt, seems to have departed, returned to 
its destined residence^ the tabernacle ; and when the 
people saw this symbol of the divine glory, every man 
rose up, and worshipped in his tent dooi* ; but while 
guilt kept the multitude at a distance, Moses fearlessly 
entered the tabernacle, and conversed with God as a 
man converses with his friend. Here his prayers were 
fully answered, and God promised that his presence 
should go with his people. 

Q. What request did Moses make for himself? 

ji. Encouraged by the divine condescension, Moses 
ventured to request that he would shew him his glory. 
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lie seema here to mean som-ething of a more spiritual 
nature than the external glories he had witnessed : accor- 
dingly the Lord promised to make all his goodness pass 
before him — that is, to give him a clear discovery of the 
perfections of his character, which, though transient in 
itself, would leave a permanent impression on 4i is mind. 
At the same time the Lord promised to proclaim his 
name, adding, " I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and shew mercy to whom I will shew mercy." 
This is the glory of God to man, his pardoning love to 
the chief of sinners. 

Q, Did not Moses also desire to see God ? 

A, Yes ; such was his request. But God, while he 
granted what was proper in his petition, pointed out 
what was ignorant and presumptuous. *' No man,** 
sai<l God, " can see my face and live ;" but he promi- 
sed to put him in the cleft of a rock, and discover such 
tokens of his presence, as mortal man could bear. 

Q. What is then meant l>y God's talklr^ with Moses 
face to face I 

A. It is evident that all appearances of God spokeit 
of in scripture, were far different from a visible display 
of his essence, or essential glory, which in its own na- 
ture, is invisible. For he dwells in light, which no maa 
can approach, so that no eye hath seen or can see him. 
A full discovery of the divine glory to our souls, <x sucH 
an external splendour as might be rendered visible, 
%vould overwhelm and dissolve the feeble frame of man 
in his present state. Thus so much of the divine glory 
was shewn to Moses, as if a man should see, not the 
countenance, but the back of some august personage. 

Q, Where was Moses when this dispfciy of God'* 
perfections was made ? 

A, On Mount Sinia, where he remained forty days* 
more, and received from God two new tables, similar to 
those which he had destroyed, and some farther instruc- 
tions respecting the government of Israel. When he 
came down from the mountain, the people beheld his 
face, which had acquired such- a peculiar lustre, that 
they could not look stedfastly upon-him^ till he covered 
it with a veil. 
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Q. What occasioned this luminous appearance in tfie 
Oexe of Moses ? 

ji. It is supposed that the long contemplation of the 
divine glory, which Moses, during the twice forty days, 
had enjoyed on the mount, irradiated his souI> and was 
miraculoiisly represented to the people^ by the external 
brightness of his countenance. Thus did the Lord put 
honour upon him before the whole nation, and filled 
them with such awe, that even Aaron durst not approacb 
till Moses had covered his face. This veil was em- 
blematical of the obscurity of the Jewish dispensation 
compared to the New Testament, and also of that ve3 
with which pride and carnal mindeddess have covered 
the hearts of men respecting spiritual things, particular- 
ly the Jewish nation. 

Q. What was the first work Moses was engaged in 
after the law was given ? 

ji. He set about erecdng the Tabernacle. The one 
mentioned before seemed to have been merely a tent, 
where Moses administered justice and taught the peo- 
ple, and over which the pillar of cloud and fire tested, 
till the one appointed by Qod was erected. 

Q. What was the tabernacle? 

ji. It was a moveable building, consisting of three 
several apartments, one within another : the court, the^ 
holy place, and the most holy. 

Q, Of what materials was it built I 

A, Of pillars and boards made of shittim or incor- 
ruptible wood, set in sockets of silver, and covered with 
curtains of fine linen, embroidered with cherubs, and 
coupled with loops and tacks of gold,^ that the whole 
might be taken to pieces, and removed at pleasure. 

Q. What was the court of the tabernacle I 

Jf. An open space of one hundred cubits by fifty, en- 
closed by a row of pillars on each side, with curtains 
reaching from pillar to pillar, in the centre of which, 
before the door of the tabernacle, stood the altar of burnt 
offering, and the laver for the priests to wash in. The 
tribes of Israel pitched their tents around this court. 

Q. How was the tabernacle covered ? 
^ A, With four veils or curtains. The first of fine 
Unen, the second of goats hwr, the third of ram-skins, 
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dyed red, and the fourth or outer, of badger skins, to 
defend it from the weather. 

^. How was the holy place divided from the most 
holy ? 

A, By a curtain or veil of fine linen, of various co- 
lours, embroidered with cherubs, and hung on four 
pillars, overlaid with gold. 

Q. Who was allowed to enter the most holy place ? 

A, The high priest, and that but once a year, to make 
atonement for the sins of the people. 

Q. What did the most holy place contain ? 

A^ The ark and the mercy seat. 

Q. What was the ark ? 

A. A chest made of wood, and overlaid with gold, 
iwherein were deposited the two tables of the law. The 
pot of manna, and Aaron's rod which blossomed, were 
also kept within, or placed before the ark, beneath 
the mercy seat, as a perpetual memorial of the miracu* 
ious events of the wilderness. 

Q, What wa»the mercy seati 

A It was the covering of the ark, formed of pure 
gold, with a cherub of gold at each end of it ; their 
wings covered the mercy seat, and their faces looked 
toward each other. 

Q. What is a cherub ? 

A. In scripture a cherub is used to denote some an- 
gelic power, under the figure of a strange animal, ha- 
ving wings, and prol)ably cloven feet. X''rom between 
the cherubimsthe divine oracles were delivered, at first 
to Moses by a voice, for God conversed with him as a 
man with his friend, and afterwards to the High Priestf 
who consulted by Urim and Thummim, 

Q. What was the Urim and Thuramim ? 

A. It is supposed to have been a supernatural decla- 
ration of the divine will, by means of rays of glory, 
darted from the most holy place upon the breast plate of 
the priest, which was studded with 12 gems. The na- 
ture aud manner of this consultation and response, now 
are, and are likely to remain a secret to mankind. 

Q. What was the use of the ark ? 

A, Its chief use was to point out the way in the path* 
less, wilderness for Israel to march in. . It was als<> 
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made the litstrument by which God discovered his 
power to save or destroy. By it the waters of Jordan 
-were divided^ and a passage opened to the promised 
land ; before it the proud walls of Jericho were levelled 
to the ground ; its presence confounded Dagon, and 
plagued the Philistines. Treated with respect, or ap- 
proached carelessly and presumptuously, it became a 
protection and blessing to one family^ a terror and curse 
to another. David considered it as the glory of his 
house, and the protection of his kingdom. It com-. 
pleted the splendour and magnificence of the sacred 
edifice on Mount Zion, the joy and wonder of tlie 
whole earth, 

Q. Why was the covering of the ark called the mer* 
cy seat ? 

wf. Because God dwelt on it as the God of Israel^ 
between the cherubs in a body of light, or a bright 
cloud, and appeared there as the God of mercy, accept- 
ing the sacrifices and prayers of the people. This light 
was called by the Jews the Shechinah, or habitation of 
the Lord. 

Q. What was the altar of incense ? 

^, An altar made of wood, and covered with gold. 
It stood within the holy place. On this the priests 
burnt incense, which was a compound of sweet spices, 
made by them, and burnt morning and evening upon 
the golden altar : it was unlawful to use it on any other 
occasion. The smoke which arose morning and eve- 
ning from the altar of incense, was intended to repre- 
sent prayer or intercession. "Let my prayer," says 
the Psalmist, " be set forth as incense, and the lifting 
up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.** 

Q, Was the incense offered in sight of lite people? 

ji. No : it was offered within the veil, as we learn 
from the history of Zachariah, father to John the Bap- 
tist. While the priests, invisible to every eye, were 
employed in burning incense in the holy place, the peo- 
ple were praying without. This leads us to contem- 
plate our great high Priest, who though veiled from 
mortal eyes, is described by St. John as offering the pray- 
ers of the saints,, with much incense, before the throne 
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-(^ God. Tbus the prafrers of christianSf whether of- 
fered in public, in the family, or in private, though 
weak and defective, derive force and elevation from the 
merit of the Redeemer. 

Q. What other furniture did the holy place <:ontain^ 

J* The table of shew-bread, and the golden candle- 
isticks, containing the seven lamps, made of pure goldf 
which were kept continually burning. None but the 
priests were permitted to enter the holy place, and part 
of their employment was to keep these lamps in order ; 
perhaps to signify that the meanest offices in the ser- 
vice of God, are honorable and fit employments for men 
of the first stations. The lamps stood opposite the ta- 
ble of shew-bread. 

Q. What was the table of shew-bread ? 

^. A table made of wood, and covered with gold, on 
which were set twelve cakes of fresh bread every Sab- 
bath ; and that which was removed was to be eaten by 
the priests, the sons of Levi, who ministered at the al- 
tar, and by them only on some very extraordinary occa- 
sions, as in the case of David's fleeing from Saul. 
. Q. What was the symbolical meaning of the shew- 
bread? 

A, Jt seemed to be designed as a perpetual acknowl- 
■edgment on the part of man, of the gracious kindness 
of God, who gives him not only bread, the chief sup- 
port of life, but every other blessing. It might also be 
a pledge on God's part, that he would give his pec^le 
tlieir daily bread as long as they observed his covenant 
and obeyed his laws. This table perpetually furnished, 
was also a symbol of'that bread which came down from 
heaven to give life to the world. 

Q, What vvas meant by the cherubims ? 

vf . The most generally received opinion is, that they 
were emblematical representations of the angeUc hostSy 
and the attitudes assigned them in the tabernacle, cor- 
respond to the idea the scripture conveys of the em- 
ployments of the heavenly inhabitants. The ark may 
be considered as the throne of God ; the cherubims 
encompassed that throne as the attendants in. earthly 
courts surround the throne of their prince. "The 
chariots of God/' says the Psalmisty " are twenty thou* 
■M _„ - 
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:8£md) even thotisairds of kngelfe : the Loix! is aitwn^ 
them dd in Sinai, Hve holy place." And in several o€h- 
i^ passages he addresses the Deitf, as silting and dwel-> 
ling among the cherubims. In tsaiah, Dnnielj amTMi** 
4;ah, we find similaT descriptions. 

Q. Were not these representations of chenabim^ a 
temptation to idohitnr ^ 

Ji. Had there been btf one cherub placed oret ifhe 
ttierby seftt, the Israelites might have nttagmed, uritk 
Idofatrotrs nations, thxitit ^tsa the image of Gt>d, t^hkk 
they wete required to worship under that form ; or thef 
might h^te been led tt> believe that there was but one 
Ahgel. fiut the command to make two cherufoimsr 
joined to this declaration^ ^< Oh Israel, the Lcvrd yblir 
God| is one Jehovah,** impressed upon the hunrati mind 
the existence of one God, who created the cherubims^ 
and created more than one. 

Q. For what purpose were Aartm*sr rod, the pot of 
ihanna, and the tables of the covenant, reserved ia the 
\sacred repository^ the ark? 

ji. As memorials of mercies past, &nd pledges of 
^Ood things to come. They signify to all future gene- 
rations the permanency and immutability of the divine 
law ; the unremitting care of Providence, the dignity 
and stability of the Levitical priesthood. 

Q. But how can this be, when the whole economy 
and every instrument of it, have passed away ? 

J^, All that was formal and instrumental in the an- 
cient dispensations seems to have been destroyed by the 
special Appointment of God, that the spirit of it might 
4ldne remain. The tabernacle and temple exist only 
in name. Neither the costly materials, of which they 
were composed, the sacred purposes to which they 
were applied, nor the awful glory which once presided 
over and resided in them, could preserve them from 
ruin. The pompous ceremonies of the Jewish dispen- 
fictions have given place to the simpler, and more spir- 
itual ordinances of the gospel. The institutions whith 
jiow remain are only preparing the way fer a more 
splendid and more durable manifestation of the divine 
j;lory : "when that which is perfect is comoj then that 
which is in part shall be dtmc away.** > 
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Q. How was the altar of burnt aiacrifice made ? 

^ Qf woodf overlaid with brassj lii^ith vessels proper 
for offering sacrifices ; and Gad ligoified liis approbar 
jdon of this mode of vorshipy by consuming; the first sa- 
cridcfi by fire fi'om heaven. 

Q. What was the laver ? 

^. A vessel of brass, contaijniog a large quantity of 
water, in which the priests waskea before they went Uy 
perfi>rm any service m the tabernacle. 

Q. What did the akar of burnt-offerinjg, and^the layer 
.)agnify ? 

^. By dMB ofieringa made by fire, the gr^at atone- 
laent) the means of psMrdonand acceptance wjltb God» 
iase shadowed iortb ; and by the layer and its uscf Is 
repi^sented the purity which becomes all whoapproach- 
> piure^aod hol^ God, 

Q. WJi^re did the Hebrew^, who were an i^orant 
juid depressed na|ti^l)V ae^i^ iioowledge to erect, anil 
H^mXI to iexecut(s the curious worKs .of <he tabernacle ? 

w^. They had doubtless acquired some knowledge of 
Mchitecture in Egypt, but in erectAOg the taU&rnacle) 
they were directed by God himself in the most minutp 
paruoulars ; and by:thb,man is taught to co^isider noth- 
ing as health bis notice, wJiich .can aSect liis own cred* 
it, usefidness and comfort, or the fame, vjLrtue and hap* 
.piness of Ins neighbor. Be it the ^lory of a fabulous 
inciter, thatit iskuconsistentvritjh his dignity to .attend 
to small mattersr It is the glory of the living God> 
that while unnumbered worlds rqll on in regular motion, 
by the exercise of his power, iiot.a sparrow falls to the 
ground) through .all his vast daminious, unnoticed ; atid 
that the very hairs of qui- bead.ai:e idl .numbered. 

jQ. Who provided thc-c9Stly inat;ei:iaia o( which th^ 
tabernacle was composed ? 

J. The people offered willingly of their own sub- 
stance. These offerings consisted, partly of the spoils 
of Egypt, and partly of their own manufactures, for the 
Lord inspired certain persons with skill to design and 
art to execute, all manner of work for the tabernacle. 

Q. Who were the principal persons employed in 
this work ? 

J* Beauileeli of the tribe of Judahy and Aholiab, o^ 
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the tribe of Dan, were expressly named by God, ay 
qualified for the work. Several women were also men- 
tioned, as being whe-heartcd, to prepare materials for 
the curtains. By this honourable mention we are 
taught, that the meanest services performed for the 
sanctuary, are remembered before God. 

Q. How long was the tabernacle building ? 

A^ It was begun and finished in al^tletnore than six 
months. Every part was executed according to the 
^pattern shewed to Moses on the mount. Some learned 
men have supposed that the Grecians borrowed their 
noble' and beautiful style of architecture, from the per- 
£ect Hebrew models described in' the sacred volume ; 
that it was transmitted by them to the Romans, and 
continues to this day, through the lapse of so many 
ages, so many revolutions of empires, so many changes 
of taste and opinion, theVandard of taste. The slight- 
est deviation from the principles of this noble art, of- 
fends the eye. Thus it appears, that he who formed 
that organ, designed amodelthat would fill and please it.. 

Q. What ceremonies took place at the consecradondf 
the Tabernacle ? 

A, They were very solemn and august $ and were 
performed by Moses in the most public manner. Aa- 
ron and his sons were conducted to the door of the Ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, and in presence of a 
public assembly^ called for the purpose, stripped^ of 
their usual garments, and washed wit4i water. Moses 
then arrayed them in the several parts of their sacer- 
dotal habits, in order. All the vessels of the sanctuary, 
with its sacred utentils, were then, one after another, an- 
nointed, with the holy oil of consecration. Aaron and his 
sons were also anointed, and Aaron solemnly set apart to 
the high priesthood. When Moses had finished all the ce- 
remonies of dedication, the Lord manifested his accept- 
ance of the institution, by a cloud of glory, which filled tho 
Tabernacle, so that Moses himself could not enter. 
This cloud continued over the Tabernacle, and directed 
them in all their journeyings through the wilderness. 

Q. What was there peculi;u*in the garments of the 
priests ? 
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A. The most oompicuoas part of the high priest'a 
dveas) was a golden plate« f^Mtened with a blue lace to 
the front of the raitre) having this remarkaUe inscrip- 
' donengraxed upon it, '< Holiness to the iiord ;*' there* 
.b7 tlie wearer .was constandy vemindod of the saoctily 
wfaiqh became his character. The next most signifi- 
cant part of Aaron's dress, was the breast-plate, con- 
aiAtingof twelve .precious stones ^t in gold, inscribed 
with the names of the twelve tribes^ placed externally 
• upon, the seat of the heart, a constant monitor of the 
tender concern which it became him, as high priest, to> 
feel for the whole Israel of God. It likewise presented 
before God a memorial dT the covenant between him and 
the seed of Jaqob. It also shewed the endearing bond 
of union, which. constituted the glory and strength of 
Israd. Twelve gems of various cmnplexion, compo- 
sed nevertheless, but one breast-plate ;. so the twelve 
tribes constituted but one church, one Imel. 

The loss of any one must have marred the beauty of 

this superb ornament; so any disunion in the church,. 

.or nation^ must mar and destroy its beauty and strength. 

Q. Was there any thing else peculiar inAaron- a dress ? 

A. From* the^ change which different times and. man- 
ners have made, .and the. general disuse of the ^cred 
language, we cannot. now form a disunct idea of the 
whdle doess of Asmn and the other priests ; but this. 
we can discern at this, distant period, that a strict atten- 
tion to external decorum was particuU^ly observed in. 
every part of it ; which teaches, that both man aod% 
women* professing godtiness, should p$^ peculiar at- 
.tention to.th&Jfules ofdecenQy, 

Q. What ceremonies, were performed at the um^u- 
sation of the priests ? 

A, After Aaron and his , sons were invested witlv 
their proper habits, a sacrifice of. consecradpn was of- 
fered ; and Moses took of the blood,, and touched th& 
.ear, the hand;andihe foot, of Aaron and his sons, with. 
k ; intimating, by thia.signtficant rite, that their wb<4& 
faculties were xlaimed by their great author, and were, 
thus devoteditobim. Moses took also of the anoint-v 
ing oil, and of the blood which was upon thealUFi m^ 
McSl 
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sprinkled it upon Aaron and bis sonS) as a symbol of 
the atonement, and the seal of their dedtcatioiv to Grod* 

Q, What was this anointing oil ? 

A, An odorous compound of sweet spices mixed 
with fragrant oil : it must have been extremely grateful 
t6 the sense, from the^loftf terms in which David speaks 
of it, where he compares the delights of brotherly- 
unity and affection, to this precious ointment which 
was poured upon the head of Aaron. 

Q. What were the first offerings made to Aaron and 
his sons ? 

jf. The first was a sin offering, which seems to have 
been intended as an acknowledgn^nt of guilt, and the 
expiation of it. The second was a burnt offering, which 
was the token of divine favour towards them, and of 
his gracious acceptance of their persons and services. 
Thethild was a ram of consecration, part of which was 
eaten by the priest sin the holy place, and was the ratifica* 
tion of God's covenant of peace with them» and the 
emblem of perfect rieconciliation and friendship. 

Q, What proof did God give of his acceptance -of 
their sacrifices ? 

A, When every thing was.arranged according to the 
form prescribed on the mount, fire from the Lord 
seized and consumed the burnt offering on the altar. 
The sin offering Moses burnt with matenal fire with- 
out the camp ; but the sacred fiame from heaven laid 
hold of the sacrifice of pardon and acceptance. This 
fire was preserved for a length of time upon the altar^ 
and the sacrifices and the lamps were lighted with it. 

Q. Did the Israelites expect this manifestation of 
divhfe acceptance I 

A. We find nothing in the scriptures that elucidates 
this point. Bui whether it had been previously an« 
nounced to the assembly, or whetherit was unexpected, 
the impression made on the minds of the beholders 
must have been striking and solemn; for when all 
the people saw it, they shouted and feli on their faces. .. 

Q, What comparison does the formation of the gov« 
crnment and religion of Israel> bear to that of other 
■ations? .... 

A, The first introduction of religion and government^ 
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in everjr olhecnadon under hearty lies barted in dark- 
ness and' GontfadkdoQ.; but the origin of. the Jewish 
natioa can be traced up. to its source. They were 
raised out of an ancient pair, and them as good as dead; 
repeatedly threatened with utter extinetion ; miracu* 
lousiy preserved from destruction ; formed for con- 
quest^ eminence, and empire^ in a desert ; raised^ 
after mrany struggles and revolutions! to a pitch ^of af- 
fluence and grandeuf? unparalleled in history ^ and de- 
clined as fast into content^ and obscurity. They were 
preserved even in captivi(y> upheld amid the wreck of 
that empire which, had been the instrument oftheir.de- 

'Struction) > and again restored with honour to their 
capital and country. At length, we have seen them 
invc^ved in one mighty ruin ; driven once more from 
their capital and kingdom ; their temple) the great 
bond of . union, razed from th^ foundation y andthepeo- 

.pie scattered amoligithe nations during a period of near 
two thousand years. , But yet, according to the pi*om« 
ise of- God by his propbets> though he has made a full 
end of the nations which destroyed Israel cuid Judah, 
he has not made a. full end of that chosen people. 
While the empires of Assyris^ and Rome exist only in 
name, and.their proud citizens are mingled with, and 
lost among the nation^ they despised^ the seed of Is- 
irael is presei'ved unttontamijiated, as much a distinct 
people as when, they were in the zeuith of tJieir glory> 
under the reigrirof David and Solomon. 
. Q. Did- the- sons- of Aaron support their newly ac- 

' cpsired dignity^ with suitable humility ? 

jt No ;? Nadab: and Abihu, the two eldest) caused 

< an awful interruption in the service of the Tabernacle, 
l^ext to Moses and Aaron, none bore a higher rank in. 
Israel, or were more disiinguished, than these two 
young men. They had been permitted, with Moses and 
Aaren^ ami the selected elders, to view the God. of 

• glory? »od livew .They had been fully consecrated, and 
set apart to the prtesthood ; ^nd, .as that honorabje office 
was entailed on Aaron's sons, they, being the eldest, 
had every pnwpeot of succeeding to that high station. 
Ikipg filated with pji'ide> aod probably heated, irith. 
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^macy and ^oniidedng the bamiiig^ of incense its tke, 
mo9t honorable part of their ofice, rtlMf wese impa- 
tient to enter upon It : and at .iihe«eaaon when the.peo^ 
^le were proatrale, in adoration of the manifoaled pi^ 
-senoe and^gloiyof God, tkttf raahlf >eiit0red the Tal]|e«« 
«acle, though itwaenotthehoiir of saonfioOf mdwith 
(Vnhallowed fire, attempted to buin incense .upon the 
golden altar. «< And' there went out fise fvom ibefcffe 
-the I«ord, and devoured theiPf and they diedbefiiiie.the 
Lofd." 

iQ. In what did their ^eat guilt consist f 

wf. Their oonduct evinced great irveveisenQe. and con- 
"lenirpt of 'God-s command. The high and aacred offioe 
^ they bore, the distiijguiahed regard of ^heaven which 
4iad' been expressed- towards tfaemy with the;notonetyof 
>tbeir |^uilt, greaUy enhanced its enormity, i^ called 
-fer csignal 'Vengeance. Tlie Lord was theiefore.pleaaed 
^O'make them an-exampletotheOld^estameotiClinedit 
at its first forming, as 'he did •of Anamas and-Sapphira> 
'to the 'New Testament Chnroh ; ond by the sudden 
:death-of the ofiendeffs, to teaoh this people that he will 
besanc^ed in fhem that come near Ifim, and that be- 
ff>«e all the- people >he wittrjbe f[lodfied. 

-Q. What^ere'moaies were^obaerv^d atthe funenalof 
these unhappy men i 

A, Moses 'calM Mishael and Elaapiian, who wese 
rcouttn^ to Aavon, to bear the dead bodies from tl|e 
sanctuary, in <ihe «i|^t of «the ^peoplisi, without' the 
camp. Aaron and. his remainlRg sons weveifovbidi oa 
pain of death, to.mounrfor them ;4Mit the wthole hoiaise 
'of Israel be^des, were permitted to bewail the bum« 
ing 'Which'the Lord had4dndled. A^yMnmand was also 
'given at thb 'time, that neither Aaron ^ner his descen- 
dants should drink atrong drink during their mjiusti'a* 
tions at the sanctuary. 

Q. W hy-was this<eommand giveato AMon at thiatime ? 

./^. -Probably to enceurs^e him ^ and his remaimog 
^■ens, and to point out to them the chic^f cause ^f Nadab 
rand Abihu's fkll. 

Q. Did Aaron and^hiS'SOfts-obey in every pavtiodlar?' 

A. They appear to have been very submisaive. i and 
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offered the remainkig facrifices for the people as* Mose» 
commanded, ivithoiit discovering any external marks of 
aorroMT) except that Aaron's sons burnt the sin-ofiering 
Instead of eating it> in the holy place, which was the 
manner Qod h^ appointed. Moses was angry with 
Kleazer and Ithimar, and enquired of them why they 
had disobeyed this command. > 

Q, What did they offer in excuse ? 

*/i. Though Eleazer and Ithunar were addressed^ 
Aaron alone replied, bemg conscious that the sin-of- 
fering had been burnt by his direction. He acknowl- 
edged that in this respect, the rale had not been ob- 
served ; but in other things his surviving sons had been 
Tory attentive to their duty, and had offered the sin-of- 
fering and bDrnt offering for the .people, with much 
' circumspectioii. This deviation, which had been made, 
was not the effect of insittemion or presumption ; but 
such- thi^figs had befallen' him, that he could not have 
eaten the sacred f^east, with calmness and cheerfulnessy 
though he submitted to the will of God in this awfbt 
'dispensation. And as his mind was agitated by varbus 
conflicting passions^ and depressed by a sense of his 
unworthiness, he could not suppose that • his service 
would have been acceptable to God, if he had attempted it. 

Q. Was Moses satisfied with this reason I 

A, Yes s he was sensible that Aaron had borne his 
affliction in a proper manner, and that he could not pos- 
sibly have held a cheerful feast to the Lord after his 
late heavy loss. 

Q. What circumstances were united^ to make this 
stroke of Divine vengeance peculiarly heavy upon 
Aaron ? 

A, His affliction was heightened, by the contrast of 
the most delightful sensations with extreme agony. 
He had lately been raised to an office of the highest 
dignity, not by cabal or intrigue ; but by the appoint- 
- mcnt of Himi. who is the source of all honour. This 
sacred office was entailed on him and his family for- 
ever ; and that family built up by four hopeful sons. 
The fire from heaven had mai ked the divine approba- 
tion of his offering. How great the contrast I Celes-« 
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ikl fife had «cRredlypn>daim0d tbe Smwv^aimoe^ 

taace o£ God, whoD iJie fire ef wjcirtb de^i^ofe4 Jb^ 

tiro flacneligious toos. XJiey «v^re hU eldest »£«>», 

ftmt coiiBeorated to the service of God» 4:«ieamuic 

tfaem he had doubtless formed the n&ost pleasiaghc^s* 

jmd C4it offhjthe imoaedJitte JMdgmenlt lof hfsaveiii £00* 

presumptious disobedience* ee a pMiK wMm^hn Th^ 

punishment of these offenders must have jreciJled hts^ 

fMrninuMigfiesBionsi^ and with dMp^lwml^ and admi* 

9»timk of !theI«opd'e .fvUtenoe towande hinsi be ^roNfld 

• novsiieoDUect that the hadtgiven a sad^jcampile to ihia 

hmOff Avhen ]he MMedldbe gcdden cAlf» rand .ppadaisii- 

/4sdA fttistrto the Lend. S&venjr vefle£tii9Q must hM^ 

plcmted^dsc;^^ hi Ihb^ean ; imt ODCb namelyt <he 

fHstice»'ms<kni«iKllove of Godi his aoirereisn right 

.so dispeoe of (bios and his» as he saw f^md^; iMkd this 

.^SboQg^t aeeana to haise hushed 9ff0rf iiiMinyiuiMi^ 

wofd, and bowed bis wiU in re¥eneiat ai^ybmiftsipn. 

Q. "Witat dajrs wcae eooudeiMid as Mf^mm^ 'thr 
iHefarejws ? 

•tf. Beside the sabbath^ tlief ofered a sacrifice ^«orf 
new moonf wlitdi tbi^ oonsidened .as the beg;!)^^^^- 
die month. They aiao keftt the feaat uf the pi^soverr 
in tte first month Abib, which aoswora pariljr lo our 
March, and which thef oonsideiWid the first month 
in neUgaousairsltrs, while Tisri, whioh is piui't of Sep* 
temfeeav was the first soooth «aeh^ll roaooems.. 
. Q. HoFw.did the laraebtes reg^ulsKe tbeif feas^ ? 

^•. The priests gave notice by blowiAg the siker 
stinimEpet* ^f the iime of AI17 ieaalU .coavocatioa, IUq, It 
mm their busioesa also, Hit calculate the seasons 0f the 
annual feasts, in order that the computation by IA0P|W» 
snight agreoy as ooady aa fios^ible iviih the DeTolutibna^ 
«iftlieaun. 

Q. Was there any pec«iliar ii^«shj^}perfQi^edjdfu»ng^ 
the feast «if the Passover ? 

ji. Yes : the Paschal I^amb was to be eaten 09 .the 

civ^ing of the 1 4th day ; they ate unleavened bread dur* 

. jog the seven days of the Passover ; and after the Israel- 

ates were aottled in Cana^aoy ithejr offered m omer or 
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^Treaf of' fh« firM Hrp« grftiii, (trhidi wa« barl«j,) m 
token^ of gratkude to him for all bis b*nagis» 

Q. WHat was* the feast of Pemetost f 

\4. It w» kept as a cbanksgimg^ ibv tfatt bd^^iiiniiif^ of 
ivheat hanretty attd was heM jusc fifcf (foy^ aflvr the 
Passover, It it sifppuacd to h»r» been ob9«rf«d oiv » 
particular day in remembrance of the written laW) wliich 
va^ given jtMt fiftjp dayt alter the departure fnm^ Bgfpt. 

^. What woraiiip wm perfiDmed on thi» 4sf ? 

•^. An holy tanymsen^n was held *s o»€>tb€r feafitsy 
and two hMnves of the finest wheat flo«r wore offered t» 
Gk»^ accompamed with burnt oflfieringt) aftlnofferiia;v 
and pea<te offerings \ aA denoting their unwonhlneselii 
themselves, their acceptance thorough Christ, devoted^ 
ness to God, and acknowledgment of iho good things 
they possessed. 

Q. Can you give me an account of the feast of Train* 
pets ; 

A. This feast was hehl on the first ^ of >the 
seventh month, both because the civil year began at 
that ttmc) and on account of the other solemnities bb^ 
served in that month. This feast was s»ineiif»eed 1|y 
the blowing of trumpets, whkh represented the preach* 
ing of tbe Gospel, by which men are called to nepef»t 
and believ^e in Christ. An holy assembly was also held 
with peculiar sacrifices. Some think that the feas( 
of Trumpets was appointed as a memorial of the crea- 
tion, which, they suppose to have been completed at 
this season of the year. 

Q. What was the great day of atonement? 

J. The tenth day of the seventh month was appoint*^ 
ed as a day of public fasting, humiliation, repentance 
and atonement for all the people. This day of atone- 
ment was only five days before the feast of Taberna- 
cles ; and though the Israelites were not required toati 
tend at the tabernacle as on the great feasts, yctit might 
be expected that many would be there in lime for this 
solemnity. But whether at home or at the tabernacle, 
every Israelite was commanded, on pain of death, to 
keep this day strictly. 

Q. What ceremonies were observed on this day? 

A. The high priest) drestedio the richest garment^ 
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entered the most holy place 'with the blood of a peculiar 
sacrifice, which he sprinkled on the mercy seat, to 
make atonement for the sins of the whole nation, and 
to offer incense on the golden altar. In the year of Ja* 
bilee, on this great day of atonement, the trumpet of Ju« 
bilee was to be sounded through the land, to proclaim 
liberty to all the inhabitants. 

Q. At what time was the feast of Tabernacles kept ? 

ji. On the fifteenth of the seventh month, at the con« 
elusion of harvest. All the people dwelt in booths 
made of the boughs of trees,' seven days, in memory of 
ih&ir dwelling in booths in the wilderness. X hey also 
offered peculiar sacrifices every day, and on tlie first and 
leighth day they held a holy assembly. 

Q. At what hour did their Sabbaths begin ? 

jf. They kept their sabbaths from evening to 
evening. 

Q. What was the use of so many feasts ? 

jf. To keep alive the remembrance of God's judg- 
ments and mercies9,to remind them of the thenecesity of 
Christ's atonement, and<:ontinual intercession. These 
frequent meetings tended to increase their acquaintance 
with, and afiection for each other. They were also types 
joxid emblems of the glories and blessings of the gospel* 

Q. How do we know that these ancient rites were 
types of the gospel cMspensaiion^ 

ji. This appears plainly from many places in the 
New Testament ; particularly in Paul's Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

Q. Did the Israelites understand the spiritual mean- 
ing of these ceremonies ? 

jil A few of them, who were most enlightened, prob- 
ably understood the meaning of the most considerable 
types ; but the bulk of the people can hardly be sup- 
posed to have understood the spiritual meaning : Uie 
fiible gives no information that they did. 

Q. How could they be appointedAS types of spiritual 
,things» if the people who were required to use them 
in their worship, did not understand their spiritual 
meaning ? 

.rf. The Jewish dispensation was tlie infant state of 
tfie church of God| as ii is descHbed by the apostle ia 
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the lb«[rth chapter of Galatians. Parents frequently 
employ their children in things above their coniprehen* 
. sion, to exercise their faculties and to prepare theni for 
the business of riper years. Thu4 these ceremoniesy 
though perhaps not fully understood by any of the an* 
t:ient Israelites^ explained their typical meaning, by con* 
£rming the truth of Chiist's mission when it was com* 
^eted on earth. 

Q. How do you make this appear? 

^. By comparing the Old and New Testament to^ 
^ther. St. Paul confirms thb truth of the Christian 
dispensation, b^ explaining these ancient types, m se*. 
¥eral of his Bustles ; and though some are not yet ful« 
ly understood, we can have no doubt but that all the, 
typeS) as well as prophecies, are, or will be accom- 
|)lished in Christ. This knowledge is perhaps reserved 
to complete the glory of that happy day, when the veil 
shall be taken from the heart of the Jews, and their eyes 
«hall be opened to know him whom they have crucified. 

Q. Where did the Israelites hold their three chief 
leasts ? 

j1' At the place where God chose to fix the Tab- 
ernacle ; which was first at Shxloh, afterwards at Jeru- 
salem. At these three feasts, the Passover, Pentecost 
«nd Tabernacles, all the males were to appear before 
Ood in one place, with an offering. 

Q. What offering were they commanded to bring at 
these feasts? 

^4. It coD^sted of the tenth part of their corny wine 
Jind oil, and the first-bom of their cattle ; they weft 
to partake of it themselves while at the feasts ; but 
the greater part was given for a maintainance to the 
Priests andLevites : a portion also to the poor Was taken 
from these tithes. 

Q. Was it not dangerous to leave their towns and 
villages without defence, particularly those which bor- 
dered on an enemy's country ? 

^, God promised them, that when they should go up 

to celebrate these festivals thrice in a year, no man 

should desire their land ; this was a standing miraele 

during that dispensation, and a proof of the divine 

N 
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^original of their reUgion. No false prophet would 
haye dared to insert such an engagement in his wri- 
Ongs. 

Q. Tou say the first born of cattle were devoted to 
God ; what was done with the first bom of men ? 

* A. The first-bom of men were redeemed by the 
X«Tites ; the first->boro of beasts were to be sacrificed, 
or some way put to death) if not redeemed. The 
first fruits of trees and fields were also offered to 
God. 

• Q. Was there any form of religion to be observed, 
except on these holy days ? 

A, A young lamb was offered every morning and 
^evening, with a meat*offering and drink-offerin|^, to 
remind the people of their daily sins, their contiDual 
Deed of atonement, and that God required an acknowl- 
edgment of his mercies. 

Q, What peculiar laws did God give his people con- 
cerning war and peace ? 

A. That they should make no peace with- the seven 
nations of Canaan, but that they should utterly destroy 
them ; and that when they went to war, every soldier 
who had lately built a house, planted a vineyard, mar- 
lied a \tife, or was faint hearted, might return home, 
lest their impatience to returnj or their fearfulness 
should infect the rest of the army.- 

Q. Why were the Israelites to destroy without mer- 
cy the seven nations of Canaan ? 

A, Because those nations were abominable in the 
sight of God. They had filled up the measure of 
their iniquity. The Israelites were used only as the 
instruments of God's vengeance, and were therefore 
justified in slaying men, women and children. This 
by no means authorises bloody wars among n^ons, or 
excuses those ambitious men, who, to immortalize their 
names, fill the earth with slaughter and desolation. 
The Lord was pleased in tliis solemn transaction, not 
only to shew his abhorrence of sin, but by thus exter- 
minating those guilty nations, to teach mankind the 
real cause of desolating judgments, whether inflicted 
j»y the sword or pestilence. 
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Q. What x»«culiarlawa were given respectiog mar*^ 

riage? 

. Q. That a man should marry his brother's widow^ if 
hi& brother died- childless ; and the eldest son of this 
marriage inherited the estate of the deceased : this 
was done ta preserve the genealogies distinct till th# 
coming bf Christw 

If the deceased had no brother^ the nearest kinsman 
siarriedthe widow ; and if any one refused to comply 
with this la W) he was publicly disgraced. Men were aU 
lowed to put aWay their wives by giving them a writing 
of divorcement ;• and adultery was punished with death. 

Q. Why were the Israelites allowed the liberty of put- 
ting away their wiv^s ? * 

ji» Our Savfour informs us it was because of the 
hardpess of their hearts; but that from the beginning 
it was not so. God w^s pleased, in the anpient estabr 
Ushmenty to allow of many things- which thf purity of 
the gos[)el forbids, probably in condescension to the ig^ 
norance of his people, as well as the hardness of their 
l^earts. 

Q. What peculiar laws subsisted between parents and 
children ? . . 

^. The firstborn was to inherit a double portion. A 
child who smote or cursed his father or his mother wa» 
^eni^nced to death. One also who was a drunkard ^r 
a. glutton, and being often reproved and chastised, conr 
tinned obstinate and rebellious, was to b& put to deatli,> 
his parents bearing witness against him. Such a case 
would rarely occur from parental love and partiality. 
Yet this law served to strengthen the parents authority, 
and could not fail of producing the most salutary ef* 
fects. 

Q. What were the most considerable laws respectin|^ 
mastery and servants I 

ji. Any servant might go free, if his master maimed 
him. An Israelitish servant, though he wa^ jx>ught 
with moneyj must go but free without ransom in the 
seventh year ; but if he chose to remain with his mas** 
ter^ then be was to have his ear bored as a mark of ser-^ 
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▼itudei ami to contifme « slave tHI the jt»r ef jubBee.^ 

Q. How often did the year of jubilee occur ? 

jf* Every seventh year was called a sabatical year ; 
the land was noft to be ploughed, and God promised to 
give them food enough on the sixth for three years. 
After seven sabatical years, which is forty nine, the year 
of jubilee commenced ; some think this year was thir 
50th, others the 49th, else two sabatical years would 
come together. AH lands and houses that had been 
%old> on the year of jubilee, returned to their original 
possessors, except in walled towns. 

Q. What laws had they to regulate their food ? 

^. They were not allowed to eat blood, which is the 
life of animals, but it must be poured out before tlie 
Lord to make atonement for the soul. Even the blood 
of animals killed in hunting, was to be poured out, and 
Tl^overed with dust. They were also Ibrbidto eat of any 
^ing that died of itself, or was torn by wild beasts, 
^veral softs of beasts, birds and fishes, were pronotm*- 
ced unclean, vati forbidden to the Israelites, which pre^ 
vented their eating with other nations, and tended to 
Iteep them a distinct people. 

Q. What were their laws respecting dress ? 

^. Men and women were forbid to wear each other's 
raiment ; neither might they wear garments made of a 
mixture of woollen and linen. They had fringes upon 
the bottom of their robes, and upon the fringe a blue 
tibbon, which was placed there to to remind them of 
the commandAients of God. In our SanouPs time they 
wrote sentences of the law upon parchment, and put 
them on their foreheads and their garments. These 
were odled phylacteriec. 

Q, What were the most important laws respecting^ 
the livesr and property of men ? 

j1. Whosoever killed, stole, or sold a man, forfeited 
his life ; and in all cases of real injury, life waste pay 
for life, an eye for an eye. Ice. A felse witness was to 
sufier the punishment he intended to have brought on 
the accused. A thief must restore double t>f all stolen 
goods ; ten cattle and oxen for one, and 30 of sheep. 
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Q. Wftft there no par4oa for murder ? 

ji. For wilful murder there waa none ; but if |i znaot 
kill^ ^ttothjBr by accident, there were six cities of re 
fuge appointed in the land of Canaan^ to either of 
wmch the man-slayer might fly and be safe. But he 
was bound to dwell there till the death of the higti« 
priest. 

Q. How were the priests and their families supported ? 

w^. By the first born of all cattle ^ the first fruits of 
corn, oil» and. wine ;. and by a share which belonged, to* 
them of every sacrifice. 

Q. How were the Levites supported I 

A^ By the tentli of fruit and corn, which Gpdap*^ 
pointed for their portion, together with several ^cities 
and their suburbs, given thetn out of every tribe. 

Q. What was the design of God in giving Israel so* 
many civil laws?. 

vf. To let them know he was their king as well as 
their God ;. to keep them separate from the surround- 
ing nations, and to teach them hun^uuEiity. 

Q.What instances, can you give of moral lessons^^ 
taught in these civil institutions \ 

A. « Thou Shalt not take the dam with the young,,*^ 
teaches mildness and ^compassion*. " Thou shah not 
muzzle ^he ox that treads out the corn," is to shew that 
ministers who provide us spiritual, food, ought to be 
maintained themselves ; for thus St. Paul expresses it. 
Thou shalt not see thy brother's or neip;hbour's ox or 
sheep going astray, and neglect to bring at back to hiny^ 
even if he be thine enemy or a stranger. This com- 
mand extended to all lost property, l^either shalt thoa 
see his ox or his ass fall down by the .way, and. refuse \o 
help it up. Thou shalt not wholly gleaa thy hanrest or 
thy vineyards, but thou shalt leave fpr the poor and the 
stranger. They were also forbid to cut down the fruit 
trees in an enemy's city which they were lee^eging. 
They might lend money upon usury, to. a stranger, but 
not to an Israelite. Theses and numerous other laws^ 
and restrictions, tended not only to promote morality,. 
* but to polish and refine the barbarous nation of laraek 
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Q. Were thelsnefites bmotglic tfttmoe toiiAindk to 
^good niovei'iiiiieiit i 

A, No; they often rebelled egiBfinst lihe tew%» and ^B»- 
Iftrtti^tent of Gkxli mid were as often chaidsed ^rir ttmr 

Q, What was thdr first transgremon after Hyey re« 
ceived the written law I 

A. In the first stage wbidi they made t^er 'Aiey left 
'Sinid, they toothed manna, whicli God had given them 
for food, and nrarnrared for want of flesh. These tntu^ 
murings appear the more wonderfirf» when we consider 
that their daily bread was rained from heaven, that tli^ 
camp "was Mratered by the miracnlons stream fi«m Ho- 
reb| and that they were guided and gcmrded by Crod's 
visible presence. 

Q.- How was this mtn*mtirmgpmttshed'r 

ji. The Lord consumed many of them by the fire •of 
his indignatit>n. Though t^ey had several limes mur- 
mttred before, they had not been tfius pfomshed ^ fiirnet 
having known so mrtich«f the liord's will, neraeea «a 
much of 'his gtory, nor tracperienced ao rnoch of *his 
^kindness, they were not ao inexcusable aa newt Y^ 
even at this thnt, the fire seems to have destroyed iwne 
but those who resorted to the uttermost part^f ^le 
camp, to associate wi^ the mixed nmltihide, whovrere 
'id ways bent on misdrief. 

©. How ^as this -fire quencbed ! 

A* The people cried unto Moses, and when -he pray* 
ed far the people tiie bmiimg ceased. The'pkce was 
called Taberah, from this judgment. 

Q. Did this pumshment quell their murmurs ? 

Jf, '!^^o ; they fell a lusting again for animal 'food. 
Tins be^H among the mixed multitude, but ^aoon 
spread through the whole camp. They were not on 
this occasion iberely guilty of an inordinate desire o^ 
flesh Jbutlhfcy Kmited tJie powerof the Almighty, as if iie 
werfe unable to'provide for them in the wilderness. The 
manna was not only palatable, but strengthening food t 
and Vc do not find that any of their num^r were fe^le 
or siekfy. ifad that been the case, their ntmierbua 
fibcks and herds were sufficient to have supplied sucik 
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iMith«|iroper«iipp0n, Umif^ tkef vroafiiMH have fiavi^ 
nMied the wlic^le eftrnp, to tatnfy their ta^tki^ : tat la 
t^eir'diaMitkfiodl vmis «veiy tlitB|^ appesred wsoitliLest, 
kioo8npftnBMiwltli£(gyp<tktidi0t. Tiie fi»«iBercoinpluii« 
itig«ee{B8 to little been 4»nty4i secret discontent, tat 
tkts was an open and •general litssatisfactuMih evetf waxm 
murmuring in his teait door, wth Ins iunHf . 

Q, How did Moses ocNiduct on tihis occasion ? 

ji. He iH^as greatly Aspdeased, and partook tai part of 
the general dbcoaient. He complained to 'God of the 
lionottrs and faiwvrs bestowed upon him ; ht aaagniied 
iwB-oim se«*vkes,«nd«pake«isM' lie were required to'sup^ 
ply tiH the people wkih fiesh, and begged (or iuamediaite 
death as a i«lief irom the fatigoe of gavvmnieait. 

^. Dkl not God putiish tlHS oomplamig 4n hn setu 
vant Moses ? 

A. God, ^ho knows 4iie heart, and pkies Iftie weak"- 
nesses while he punishes the guilt of his people, saw 
^edMPsrentmodYes which «Bcited the oompUats of a. 
tmrn womdown with care and s(M>rowyand the cetaliioiia 
mnrmurs ef an ungrateful peqple. Vo Mooes, tbere» 
^fere, he assigned 70 elders as ^assistants in the aSidrs of 
govennneiyt, on whom he bestowed ih& spirit of >prop6» 
«cy, to conyinoe all the peofde that<lk^ wove appotnled 
t>y'God. Bot to those who *kisied, lie fpave €esh km 
abundance, bf amiracalcms fii^t^ quails, whioh resu 
^ dbout<the damp as they -had done the tpveceding yeacv 
%«t in ^mieh gmter abundance. Wihile ^y wore 
•notously devouring the so«nich wished for feasts, the 
plagiiieirom the Lord destroyed gveat numbers atonoe^ 
and they called the place KHnH>th'^attaarah| because 
-there they taried the people that lusted. 

'Q. What was the next memorable event 'recorded 
by Moses ? ^ 

ji» At the next stage which t^hey made, Muiam and 
Aaron, moved with envy at the pre-eminence their 
youngerbrother, had guned over themsn every particu^ 
lar, endeavoured to lessen his authority and cre^t, l^ 
-speaking against hkn, on^ecoontof his marriage witdk 
nn Ethi^ean iroman ; an: event which had taken phwe 
40 years boibrey which ttaosgroased iu> law^ ftv Ihe laar 
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was not then giyeny and againet which Grod had not eic- 
pressed any displeasure^but had crowneii with it the bles- 
sing of children—- who were justly admitted to rank in 
IsraeL This attack upon his fame and comfort gave 
Moses occauon to make his own eulogiiKai which he did 
with that truth and simplicity which characterize all 
that he relates of himself or of others., 

Q, What was this eidogium ? 

^. Moses, notwithstan£ng all the honors which had 
beeiv confered upon himy was exceedingly humble, mo* 
dest, unassuming, patient and forgiving. And as he 
wrote as he was moved by the Holy Spiriti he impart 
tially records his own &ultS| and speaks unreservedly of 
the grace of God bestowed on himself.-—^* Now the man 
Moses was very meek, above all the men which were 
upon the face of the earth." 

Q. Did Moses reprove Aaron and Miriam for their 
scandalous reports ? 

ji. He either had not heard of their injurious reports, 
or disregarded them. But the Lord heard, and appear- 
ed as the protector of injured innocence. The two broth- 
ers and their sister were summoned before the Lord, at 
the door of the tabernacle, and the glopy of the liord 
appearedi and a voice from that glory pronounced the 
praise of him they had so wickedly maligned, and who 
had spoken so modestly of himself. ^' And he said, if 
there be a prophet among you^ I the Lord will midte 
myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto 
him in a dream. My servant Moses is not so, who is 
faithful in all mine ho\ise. With him will I ^>eak mouth 
to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; 
and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold ; wherer 
fore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant 
Moses.'* 

Q. What punishment was inflicted on these defomerst 

wtf. Though Miriam and Aaron were b(^ guilty, M- 
riam only was punished^ perhaps as being the most cul- 
pable*^ The cloud departed from off the tabernacle, Jin 
token.of God's displeasure, md Miriam became lep* 
fotis, white as snow. Though Aaron was spared, pe^> 
haps in honour oftbei Priesthood; he folthiasuielfrebuk- 
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tA in Miriam'fl leprosj, and he subi&Uted ldiiis«lf to 
God and to Moses^ and iatreated for Miriam^ that she 
might be healed. 

Q. Was Miriam pardoned inconsequence of ^is in- 
tercession I 

A^ She was pardoned and healed. But she was sen- 
tenced to remain without the camp seven days, in token 
of humility, and that the legal sacrifices might be offer- 
ed for her purification. In the mean time the people 
w«ted for her, both m a rebuke to them who were <us- 
posed to listen to scandalous reports agidnst their kader 
and judge, and as a decent mark of respect lor Miriam. 

Q, What was the next remove of the Israelites after 
Miriam's leprosy waa cured ? 

A^ From Hazeroth they marehed to the wildeme«« cf 
Paran, which lay on the southern borders of Canaan. 
They might mow have gone op and taken immediMO 
possession of the promised land, had it not b^en fer 
their unbelief. 

Q. What was the particular act of unbelief which 
precluded them from Canaan ? 

A. When Moses informed the pe<^e that they hatl 
now come to the mountain of the Ammorites, which 
the Lord had given them for a possession, and which 
was the entrance into that good land promised to their^ 
itetthers, and bid them not fear, but go Up and possess It, 
they proposed to send men to search out the land, and 
bring a geographical descripticm of th^ country, that 
they might know how to direct their march. Moses» 
not suspecdng that this proposal arose fnom unbelief^ 
asked counsel of the Lord, who b^ing justly displeased 
^th their distrust, permitted them to follow their own 
device. This was done, not only to punish their re- 
peated rebellions and unbelief, but to instruct thiCr 
church in all ages, that when men substitute their own 
wisdom tmd policy in place of huii>ble reliance onGod'Si 
promises, he will leave th^n to their delusions. 

Q. But why was it wrong in the Israelites to wish to. 
he acqusonted with the country they were about to con- 
i^uer? 

A^ There was nothing wrong in the thing itself^ hftd 
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it not been for the disposition whieh prompted the wish ; 
although there was no occasion to search a Hind which 
God had pronounced goody and to which he himself 
had promised to lead them^ yet this distrust would not 
have precluded them from Canaan, had they not joined 
with the 8{Mes (who were sent to search out the land} 
in fresh murmurs. 

Q. Who wore these spies ? 

Jl. They were twelve, men ; one man for each tribey 
of the principU family in the tribe. Moses encouraged 
them to the work, and directed them to enter the south- 
em border^ and go through the whole .land. They per- 
formed the task appointed them» and returned by the 
way of H*jbron, which the scripture informs us wa» 
built seven years before Zoar in £gypt. The explicit 
manner in which Moses dates the foundation of these 
two ancient xities, is a proof that he foared no cavils at 
the audienticity of his history, even from the Egyptians^ 
who were so tenacious of their antiquity. 

Q. What report did the spies bring back to Moses ? 

J. They acknowledged that the land was rich and 
fruitful ; but they discouraged the people by magnifying 
the strength of the cities, and the warlike stature of its 
inhabitants. Two only were not discouraged^— Caleb, 
of the tribe of Judah, and Joshua, of the \ribe of 
Ephraim. They encouraged the people to go up at 
once, and possess the land: and it is surprising that, 
after all the mighty works which they had witnessed in 
Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness, any heart 
should faint; yet such was the cowardice and unbelief 
of Israel, that they murmured against God, and Moses, 
and were upon the point of stoning Caleb and Joshua. 

Q, What prevented ^hem from executing their de.* 
sign? 

•^. They were awed by the visible glory of God from 
the tabernacle, and probably they also heard the voice 
which spake to Mosea? and proposed to cut them all off, 
and make of him a grea^ nation. - 

Q. Did not Moses intercede for them at this time I 

Ji. Yes ; he entreated the Lord for the sake of hia 
^wn glory, to ^pare his chosen people, and not give oc- 
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•asion for the heathen to blaspheme his holy nanie-^^aa 
if he were not able to put them in possession of the 
land of promise : and the Lord granted his prayer^ by 
not immediately destroying the whole nation. But at 
the same time he pronounced the irrevocable decree^ 
that not one of them should enter the land of Canaan 
save Caleb and JoaAiua ; but^ that their children^ whom 
they feared should be a prey to the enemy, should pos* 
seas it. 

Q. Did not the Israelites lament their misbehaviour ? 

^. Yes ; like Esauy they lamented that they had ex* 
eluded themselves from the promised land, and sought 
with tears to have the sentence reversed t but their sub- 
sequent conduct proved that they had not been truly 
humbled for their sins. 

Q. What became of the spies who went to search 
the iand ? 

.i. They all died by the plague before the Lor^ ; and 
the people by this judgment being convinced that they 
had sinned, hoped by a change of conduct, to mitigate 
the sentence pronounced against them. They prepa- 
red on the morrow to attack the enemy ; but Moses in- 
formed them that it was now too late, for God would 
not prosper them : notwithstanding this warning, they 
hearkened not unto him, but went on against the Ama* 
lekites, and were discomfited, and many of them slain. 

Q.^Did not this defeat bring contempt upon the 
cause of God ? 

^, No ; God had expressly commanded the people 
not go up against the enemy, but to turn again towards 
the wilderness. Neither Moses, nor any^f the priests 
accompanied them, and the honour of God was as much 
concerned to punish their presumption on this occasion, 
as their cowardice and murmurings atthe report of the 
spies. 

Q. How long were the children of Israel sentenced 
to wander in the wilderness ? 

^. Forty years, after the number of days that tiie 
spies employed in searching tlie land. 

Q. How were they clothed during these forty years f 

ft. Their clothes were miracolouiiy preserved dorii^p 
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that time* <^ Their mfnent waxed not pldy aor did 
dieir shoes we«r out*'* And ootwithstanding their un» 
grateful conduct and repeated rebellions, God continued 
to di&^lay his protecting providence in thus providing 
ibrtheni« The maoma stUl descended ^ and tbef were 
adraculousfy provided with water. God guided them bf 
his piHar, and prevented all attacks from their enemies. 
Bf the laws and precepts which he gave them) the new 
generation were polished and prepared to possesa the 
laad of promise. 

~ Q. What was the first rebellion after they were con- 
demned to wander in the wildemess ?. 

wf, A conspiracy was formed against Moses and 
Aaron) by Korah> a descendant of Levi, and Dathan and 
Abiram, two descendants of Reuben, who chivied the 
superiority of Aaron*s &inily. Korah aimed at the 
priesthood ; Dathan and Abiram aspired to the supreme 
authority, as rivals to Moses. Korah is supposed to 
have been the first mover of this insurrection ; but ha- 
ving engaged Di^an and Abiram in the ccmsptracy, he 
soon seduced many others, who were men of reputation 
and conseq«:eDce among the people. They upbraided 
Moses and Aaron, with usoirping all authority, both ci- 
'vil and ecclesiastical, without any command from Gody 
wluie they debarred the congregation from their proper 
share of govermnent, notwithstanding they were all ho* 
fy, and the Lord was among them. 

Q, What method did Moses take to quell this re* 
betiion ? 

A, After severely rebukmg Korah for despising the 
office of the tonctuary, which God had conferred on his 
tribe, and charging him with aiming at the priesthood^ 
he desked them to take each bis censer and appear 
with Aaron before the I^rd, on the morrow, and the 
Lord would decide whom he had chosen. Moses theo 
sei^ for Dathan and Abiram to appear before btm» as 
the ruler of Israel, and inform him of the cause of this 
insurrectina. But they refused to appear^ and insolent- 
ly accused Moses of deceiving the people b^ the pro- 
mise of a valuable inheritance in CanaaiH while he had 
tiroitg^t thett forth out of the pLeasatit land of. Egypt 
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to ipeiish in the wMenie'ss, to gratify his ambition in 
making himself a king over them. 

Q. How did Moses sn:rp|)ort this false and cruel 
charge ? 

A. For a moment it afibqted him so much that he 
lost his u^ual serenity of temper, and exclaimed, ^ Re- 
iq>ect not thou theu* offering, for I have not taken even 
an ass from them, neither have I hurt one of them ?" 

Q. H6w were diese rebels punished f 

A, Early thie next morning, Moses and Aaron repair- 
ed to the tabernacle, whither Korah and his two hun- 
dred and fifty followers came, each bearing a censer ill 
his hand ; and they were accompanied by a multitude 
of the Hebrews, who had assembled to be spectators on 
so interesting an occasion. Korah, without directly 
joining the company, seems to have been employed 
with astonishing Success in stirring up the whole con- 
gregation to rebellion ; and he gathei*ed them together 
against Moses and Aaron to the door of ^he tabernacle, 
probably intending to seize the contested prize by force, 
had not the terrific appearance of the divine glory ovcr- 
a>ved, and intimidated him and his party ; and a voice 
proceeding from that glory, commanded Moses and 
Aaron to withdraw themselves from among the rebel- 
lious congregati(Xi, lest they should be involved in the 
general ruin, which was ready to overwhelm them: but 
Moses again interceded for his people,and in answer to his 
prayer they were permitted to testify their repentance, 
and to elude the threatened vengeance by retiring to a 
cVtstance from ihe congi^egation. When the crowd had 
lieparated themselves from the leaders of the party^ ac- 
cording to divine command, Moses publicly declared, 
hat if the ring*leaders of the rebellion died a common 
>ath, he would suffer his divine mission to be dispu- 
. ^d ; but if the earth immediately opened and swal- 
' 'Wed them up, then they might be convinced that tho 
, 4ord was incensed against them for despising his gov- 
mment. Moses had scarcely pronounced this awful 
i*edtction, when the earth clave asunder, and the con* 
nrators, with all that belonged to them, were buried 
' ive ; and the two hundred and fifty mieny who stood 
O 
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with their censers before the tabernacle, were consu- 
med by fire, which came forth from the Lord. 

Q. Did not this proof of divine vengeance silence 
every murmur ? 

ji. No ; though the consternation was so great at 
first, that the astonished tribes exclaimed, " let us 
flee lest the earth swallow us up also ;** yet the congre- 
gation soon renewed their murmurs, and basely accu- 
sed Moses and Aaroii of murdering the people of the 
Lord. They both immediately repaired to the taber- 
nacle, not only for security from personal violence, but 
to intercede for the people. Notwithstanding the in- 
tercession of his faithful servants, the vengeance of 
the Lord was displayed in a most awful manner. Mo- 
ses, perceiving that the plague was begun, desired his 
brother to go immediately into the midst of the con- 
gregation, and make atonement ior the people. Aaron, 
notwithstanding his age, advanced into the midst of 
the enraged multitude, and with his censer, stood be- 
tween the dead and the living, and the plague was 
stayed. The Lord was pleased to honor bis own insti- 
tution, and give a decisive proof that Aaron's priest- 
hood was of his own appointment. 

Q. What number died, at this time ? 

ji* The number was fourteen thousand and seven 
hundred, beside those who perished in Korah's re- 
bellion. 

Q. What was done to perpetuate the memoty of this 
insurrection ? 

. J, Eleazar, the son of Aaron, was commanded to 
gather from tlie remains of the dreadful conflagration^ 
the brazen censers of Korah and his companions, and 
to make of them broad plates for a covering to the 
altar. God also vouchsafed to appoint a lasting memo* • 
rial of the preference which he had bestowed on Aaron 
and his family. Moses was commanded to take 12 
rods, with the head of each tribe written on them, and 
deposit them in the tabernacle, and inform the peo- 
ple, that he would cause his rod to blossom^ whom he 
had chosen. The rods of the eleven tribes remained 
as they were deposited ; and sepwrated from the parent 
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Stocky became sapless and withered ; but the rod of Leviy 
which had Aaron's name inscribed on it, made by the 
divine power, more vigorous than when united to its 
living root, in the course of one night blossomed and 
yielded almonds. 

Q, Was this miracle convincing to the unbelieidng 
Hebrews ? ( 

j1» Yes ; they were at last convinced, and the rod of 
Aaron was preserved in the tabernacle as a sign to fu* 
lure generations. From this day likewise, all the peo- 
ple of Israel, except the descendants of Aaron, .were 
prohibited from entering the tabernacle, under pain of 
death, 

Q, What instruction is to be drawn from these events, 
whi^h are so particularly recorded ? . 

^, We have inthis history an unflattering picture'of 
human nature. Were the history of any other nation 
of men, circumstanced and proved as the Isi^elitea 
were, written with as impartial a pen, they would ap» 
pear as black as Israel. The secret history of every in- 
dividual, who lives and dies in «in, when made knowft 
at the day of judgment, will be found a similar com- 
pound of infidelity, ingratitude, rebellion and absurdi- 
ty. The true believer sees in his former conduct, and 
feels in h|s daily experience, that his heart is of the same 
kind as that of Israel. This history was therefore given 
lis by God, that we might see, as in a mirror, the re- 
flectioa-ofmir pwacharactersj and. be l^d to ^x^min<^ 
our thoughts, desires and motives, that, by being ac- 
quainted with the depths of wickedness and deceit, we 
might become sensible of our need of pardoning mer- 
cy and renewing grace. 

Q. What other particulars can jou give me of the Is- 
raelites during their abode in the wilderness ? 

ji» For more than 30 years they wandered .abo^jt 
the desart of Arabia Petrea, during which time we 
know very little of them, except that the old genera- 
tion weie almost all dead, and a new one had arisen to 
supply their place.. But in the first month, in the 40th 
year, Moses resumes his history. The first event ref- 
lated is the death of Mirianiy who must have been up* 
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>Tards of 1 30 yean of age. She was bmied at Kadeali, 
in the >vildernes8 of Zin. 

Q. What other memorable events took place at 
Kadesh? 

j1. An insurrection ttras excited by a temporary want 
of water. When the stream from Horeb had ceased 
to furnish the camp we are not informed. Moses was 
commanded to bring them a seasonableaupply, by smi- 
ting an adjacent rode ; but either out of Inipatience at 
seeing this new generation imitate the murmuring tem- 
per of their fathet:S) or from an en^otion of pride and 
unbeli^fi be sipote the rock t^dce with hb rcriy and 
exclaimed <' Hear now, ye rebels, must me fetch you 
water out of this xx^k V* For this intemperate depart- 
ment, which discovered an angry spirit, and (or thu» 
aasumiag to himself and Aaron the < glory wiiich be- 
longed to God, he was excluded from eoterio^ the 
land of promUe, and condemned to die in the wiUer? 
ness. 

Q. Did Moses continue, after this sentence, to exftt 
cute the government as before I 

jf. Yes ; be guided Israel to the d»y of his death. 
They were now at Kadesh, ythi^ M'as a difierent {dacfi 
from Kadesh Bamea, and &rther from the south ^ 
Canaan. They could not, from this p)ace, enter the 
proniisedland without passing through a part of Edam. 
Moses sent a deputation to the king of that Gouotvy, 
jvmiadinfr Iiim of the aiEnitir h^^*.^**'*^ ♦!.-:., ^..:--v 

and desiring to pass through Hs country, pit)fiii»ng 
that the strictest discipline should be curved, v\d 
tbat no injury should be done to any of his subjects. 
But the Edomites, either suspecting their sincerity, or 
Yetahfiing the ancient enmity of their father, obstinately 
refused to let them pass, and even took up arms against 
them. 

Q. Did t!ie Israelites defend themselves } 

^. By God*s express commai>d, they refused to en* 

gage with the Edomites, and shewed their forbearance 

by taking a long circuit around their country. Hence it 

is evident that they did xM wage war from resentment 
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orrap^fiitfysp long aatbeyjf ere undexTthe €<mm9&d 
of Mpses and Joshua.. - •. « 

. Q. Wbat.were the circumstances of Aaron's death ? 

w^.. Fronni:- K^deahthe Israelites journeyed to Mount 
Hof. • IJere. Moses was com manded to conduct Aaron 
ai^d {Header lus son to the summit of the iiiili and to in- 
vest the latter with the sacerdotal rohes. This cere- 
mony was no .sooner performed, than Aaron resigned 
his soul into the hands of his Creator, in the hundred 
and. twenty third year of his^ge, and his remains Ti^ere 
in^r^^ed .on: the spot : but. the exact j^ace was never 
lc;nawn^) lest divine honors should b« l^id to hi-i mem- 
pr/ ; and; the. whple house -of Israel mourned for Aaron 
sevettty daysis . k / 

Q, Can you, give me a biief sketch of Aaron's chai> 
acte^ ? . . 

w^. Aaron, the first high priest of the Hebrew na- 
tion, was born A. M. 2370. B. C; 16^4. He did not 
appear on the great theatre of action till he was past 
80. HerVais n^nurod in the school of affliction, for 
station and ^ominmc^ and. his life had many dark 
shades, which obsc^iared the lus]tre of his manly virtues. 
His iirst introduction to our notice .presents an amiable 
picture of fraternal affection, and faith in God. He 
hesitated not at the oom^tnand of Heaven, 'but hasted to 
meet hisi>iother, and engaged with alacrity in the ar-^ 
duous.task of deliverin.'^ his people : yet in the very era 
pf his apppintment to the high priesthood, he became 
the abettor of idolatry ; and after his instalment in office, 
he meanly and wickedly envied the rdistinctipn put 
upon his ynei^k and gentie brother, and with his: sister 
Miriaimjiheaded «i revolt against .his just ^ulh^rity. It 
is renaArkaliU' that theertormity of Aaron'^icrimies'vvas 
^«o$ed:by the judgments .wherewith God visited si- 
xnilar crimes in others. By the sudden :deatl* of hi* 
tWQT eldest($Qifd', by the^ lejpjfosj? of Miriai», by the de- 
st'ructi;on; of Korah and his follo\yei:s, by the pl^gru^ 
which consumed more tJian fourteen thousand, 
while he stood in the.fear.ful g§ip between the living an<I 
tbft:d^4f!jB3R;a.U these everttfi, Aaron • wa» taught the 
just punjsh«iwivd1a^ fgn.hi&pfifenc«9ij And bgppy^U h^» 
02 
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mhom Hie ftiod of odnecticMi Msgs to unfeignod rt^ 
pentance. We know verj tittle of (Im last do fears of 
Aaron's life ; but vre have re^iion to believe that it was 
apent with credit to fatmBelf, an4 <o the aatisiacdon and 
advantage of his people ; aiid that dea^ which he net 
with so much cheerfulness, opened to him the %m» 
bernacle of heaven ? 

Q. What success attended the first attempt to enter 
Canasfi? 

yi. The Hebrews wens attacked whUe in the wilder* 
ness, and defeated bf a Canaanitish princei called 
Arad : yet they were not dishearteneciy but humblf 
•ubmitted th w cause to Oodt and vowed that if hm 
would crown their arms with success, thef would de« 
ifiote all those cities lo destruetfon. Soon after, they re* 
newed the attack upon the Canaanites, and were victo» 
nous. The pkoe oi battle was called Homah, or ut- 
ter destruction^*-The reduction of tfie country did not 
uke place till some time after* | 

Q. DkA the Israd^tes enter Capaari at thistime ? 

w^. Ko ; they timrDed thefrr ceurei towards the Rod 
Sea, to encompass the land of £dom ; but the mdted 
inconTenienoes of ^ fat^uing march and scarify of 
water, wkh the desire ol dianging mamia lor moro 
tobstantial food, induced them to murmur so kmdly 
against their conductor, that God sent fiery serpeam 
among them, which destroyed many ^ the people, and 
alarmed the survivors, who acknowledged tbw fuik, 
and entreated Moses to intercede for them. 

Q. How were the peot^e^aled I 

wdf. By looking on a bsaiten serpent, which God oom-> 
manded Moses to fix on a pc^ This serpent was % 
type of Christ, as he hioiscilf informed Nioodemus. . 

Q. Where did the Israelites marck efter Ibis plaguo 
was removed I 

A. They encompassed the land of Moab and Am* 
men. God foibade them to attack either of these na« 
tions ; after a long march, they arrived at the foot of 
. Motmt Ptsgah, where they encamped. 

Q. Who were the first kings that afttacked the Isradr 
ites after they reaQhed the confines of X^^amen I > : 
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•^. Kteii) king of HeshiKHH «id Og, king of fiashaii^ 
^v4k> were boHi endrelf defeated, and their land became 
a pOMeaeion to Israel. 

Q» Wliere 4^ the iraiidenngQ of larael tenmiiate ? 

^* Their hist oncampraont was made on the hanks of 
Jordan, opposite to Jericho. The pHdnson which thejr 
encamped formedy belonged to the Moahites, but had 
heen oenquered by Sihon previous to the war wkh the 
laraelitesi and thus came into Uieir possession. 

Q« What passed while they were encamped at this: 
placed 

•^. Balak, king of Moab, not knowing, or not faeHev^ 
hig tlM they had no inteetfton of conquering h«s domin- 
iens, began to regard them with a jealous eye, and 
fbnned asi ailianee with tho MIdiamtes and Amonitea^ 
in order to retard their progress ; hut previous to de<^ 
ekuing hosdtitles, he resolved to try how fiir the power 
of enchaiitvient might prevail against ^e (4)Jeet of M& 
dread and hatred. He sent for Balaam, « renowned 
8oothsa3rer, who dwelt In Mesopotamia, by the river Eu* 
phrates, whom he supposed oqual to centend with Mo* 
sea, tile prophet of Israel. 

Q. What »iswer did Balaam return to Bakk'ii mea- 
Migerse 

^. He desired them to remain at Ins house that nighty 
and he would enquire of God whetSier he might com- 
ply with their master's request, to eurse the Israelites. 

Q. Whftt advantage ^ Balak expect to reap bp 
cursing the people of God I 

A, He bad some general notion of the overrulffbg in<» 
fiuente of an invisible power, and prdbably thought that 
8^1 the miracles wrought l^ Moses were owing to hia 
skill In divination^ and helieving Balaam^s interest with 
that power equal if not superior to that of Moses, he ex- 
pected that by the seothsayer*ii cursing the people, end 
devo^g them to destruction, hk success against them 
would be insured. It was the geneml belief of the gen- 
^e nations, that prophets or dWiners, by means of their 
incantations, could remove public calamities, and 
decoy, from among their enemies, the tutelar deitiea' 
Who presided over them), and} by 4hat means, insure 
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their fall- Homftr makes the caf^ure of Troy depend 
on the removal pf the sacred image of Minerva. An 
ancient author has transmitted the form of. execration^ 
used on such occasions. < The priest, destined to this 
awful employment, after presenting the usual sacrifices, 
advanced to the head of the army, and in the name of 
the Almighty father of gods, and men, devoted them 
to destruction. And it was for this purpose that Ba- 
laam was sent for by the confederate powers of.Moab 
ai)d Midian. • ^ 

Q. What are we to understand hy the character of 
Balaam? 

ji. That he was a man, who had great knowledge of 
divine tilings ; but whose heart was given to covetous* 
ness. But why God should make use of wicked men 
to disclose the secrets of futurity, and to work mira* 
cles, we are not able to unden^and ; yet that he doea 
make use of them in his wise and gracious providencet 
we learn frgm every, part of Scripture. Thus Caiphas^ 
the avowed enemy of our blessed Lord, uttered an im- 
portant prophecy concerning him, no^ knowing what 
he said. Judas, we have every reason to believe, work- 
ed. miracles as extraordinary as the other apostles ; 
and our Lord informs us, that at the day of judgment, 
many will bring as a plea for. their admission into 
Heaven, << Have we not in jtby name done many mar-- 
vellous works:" and our Lprd informs us that he 
makes a great distinction^ between extraordinary s^Hsj 
and the graces of God's spirit ; between an enlightened 
bead and an obedient heart. But let us rejoice, that 
though God lias sometimes bestowed .the gift of proph- 
ecy upon; the unworthy^ the predi^iqnj though uttered 
by unholy lips, was the trutlr ojf; God, which no, weak- 
ness or perverseness of the prophet: w^ able 4$ither to 
alter, or suppress ; i «« for the jw'ophecy canje not'in ol^ 
t^me by the will of man ; but holy men. of (pod spake ass 
they were moved by the Hojy Ghost.'*. , ,.. . 

Q. \Vhat ^swer did God give to Balaam ?. .^ 
; .t4. He: war^fd him not to undertake the journey, nor 
to ti^ir^e t^ie^ople whom he had blessed*,. Bala£(n\,,wl>p- 
a^r«tlyjiivisit,ed to; .accompany the mes&eng^T8,/npi;e|3f 
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mentioned that be wa» not permittfd to attend theiOt 
but concealed the reason. Had he faithfully reported 
thi^t he might not curse th^m, for they were blessed of 
God, Balak would l)$ive ceased to importune him ; but| 
concluding that Bala^^m only waxUed a larger bribe, he 
sent a fresh deputatic»)9 consisting of persons of the first 
rank, who were commissioned to present him with 
moje valuable presj^ntQ than were first offered. 

Q. What ^ns^Y^er did Balaam give tp this second dc* 
putation? 

^. He replied to the splendid c^er they made him, 
th^t if tl)e king would g^e him his house full of silver 
and gold) he durst not transgress the command of the 
<^l91iig|;i|y, Being anxious to posses the reward offered 
|i.iiiP) Ij^ (jofisviUed the Deity once morie* and obtained 
p^rmiasiQH t^ gQ) q» .condition he sajj^ nothing iqcQUs 
f l^t^nt lyUh the deGree9 of PiiovidenGfi. 

Q' Wbiit VGc\krr^ thsKt w^s cemarkahli^ on kis 
ioii«Ri^y ? 

^. U H^ema that| although he professed uiiboiunded 
submission to God) his professions wefe i^t sincere $ 
ua4 thM hi& either intendei^ to Yiolate th^ divine ma 
juQG/^oo, or p^sed himself with the hope of eluding 
iXj 9fif\ thus obtainiog the favor of Balak. His progress 
was soon impeded by an angel, who* with a drawn sword, 
^ri£ed the ass on which the dtvioer rode, and caused 
her to turn thfee times out of the way. Balaam, not 

lK^rccimgVsci^tiS^^;?^^;t:^ 
by the supposed stubbornness of hi« beaat, and struck 
her repeatedly with his staff; but the Lord miracu- 
lously opened the animal's mouth, and caused her to 
expostulate with her master on his lanmerited $e- 
verity. 

Q. What effect ^ this mirade produce on the 
prophet's mind ? 

^, He did not regard the prodi|^, till, perceiving the 
angel, he wasx^onvinced of his error, and prostrated hi«i- 
self on tlie ground, exclaiming, " I have sinned ; for I 
Hnew not that thou stoodest in the way agaiiwt me ;. now 
thet^fore if it displease thee, I will return back again/* 
Bi^lapm^ however, was permitted to proceed, alter re« 



158 UNIVERSAL 

ceiving a fi^esh injuaction to say nothing more thSfi 
God should dictate. 

Q. But. why did God suiTer Balaam to pix>ceed on a 
journey of which lie did not approve ? - 

Ji, 6od permits an infinity of actions, which he does 
Hot approve, artd overrules the corrupt propensities of 
roan to forward his wise and gracious designs. Thus 
the intention of Balaam to curse Israel was made a 
mean of teaching the Gentiles the purposes of God to* 
wards that chosen x>eopIe, and left those nations with« 
out excuse who endeavored to crush them* * 

Q. What was the blessing Balaam pronounced upon 
Israel ? 

ji. After building seven altars on Mount Abarim^ 
which commanded an entire prospect of the Israelitish 
camp^ and offering the proper sacrifices, whichVere af- 
terward repeated in two other places ; after seeking in 
rain for permission to gratify Balak's wishes, Balaam 
pronounced a prophetic blessing on the twelve tribes—* 
foretelling the future conquest and gloiy of that nation ; 
acknowledging that no enchantnient could prevail a- 
gainst Jacob^er divination against Israel, and concluding 
with, " Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the num* 
ber of the fourth part of Israel I Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my last end be like his/* 

Q. Was not Balak greatly incensed at Balaam for 
blessing instead of cursing his enemies t 

A, B^J^k was .at length cnragi^d \b the ^catc:t de- 
gree, and expressed his indignation in the most furious 
manner, commanding the prophet to retire immedi- 
ately from his dominions, which he did-soon after. ' Jo- 
sephus informs us that he made an apology to the king, 
for not cursing Israel in nearly these words : " Can you 
im.agine,^ that when prompted, by the spirit of God to 
disclose futurity, it depends on us to be silent, or to 
speak what he commands ? He makes our voices the 
vehicle of his will, without permitting us a choice. I 
well know for what purpose the joint enti^eaties of you 
and the Mtdianitcs have brought me here. I undertook 
the journey with a fixed determination to favour your 
ei^rnest wishes ; but God is more powerful than my ia- 
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clinaiioii) which^aimed at the gratifieadon of four de- 
sires. It was not my intention to sound the praises of 
this mighty host, or to display the blessings which God 
has in reserve for this favoured race. But God, who 
has determined to exalt them to the highest pitch of 
glory and felicity, suggested to me the predictions 
vrhich I could not forbear to pronounce." 

Q. What advice did Balaam give to the Midianites 
before his departure ? 

vi. It appears that he counselled Bakk to entice the 
Hebrews to idolatry, for we read that, shortly alter, the 
tribes of Jacob were invited to the idolatrous sacrifices, 
and allured to the most unpardonable practices by the 
Moabitish women ; for which God sent a pestilence 
among them, which swept off about twenty-four thou- 
sand individuals ; and Moses that was commanded to 
bring to trial all who had been ring-leaders in this com- 
plicated provocation. By comparing the number of 
those who died by the plague, with that mentioned by 
St. Paul, rCorinthians 10th, and 8th, it appears that the 
most atrocious criminals, amounting to no less than one 
thousand pci^ons, were executed in a summary manner, 
and. hung up as public examples. 
' Q. What was the next public act of Moses? 

yJ. That of numbering the people previous to their 
entering Canaan- The division of the promised land 
was ;o be made according to the register now formed. 
Thus the decrease of any tribe in the wilderness lessen- 
ed their political importance in ail succeeding ages. 
. Q, Which of the tribes had decreased ? 

^. That of Simeon was greatly diminished. They 
appear to have been highly criminal in the late shame- 
ful defection, and probably multitudes of them had died 
by the plague. 

Q. What was the number of the Israelites at this 
time ? 

ji. Those who were able to bear arms, from twenty 
years old and upward, amounted to six hundred and 
one thousand, seven hundred and thirty, exclusive of 
the Lcvites, who being numbered from onc'month apd 
upward, amounted to twenty-three thousand. TWs ac- 
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count was taken in the plsoos of Moab, and it appecfs 
that the recent pestilence had made an entire end of 
that rebellious generation, which had been excluded 
From the land of promise ; for, upon strict examination » 
not one man was found aged sixty^ except Moses, Calebs 
and Joshua, and some of the Priests and l^evites, iirho 
were not concerned in the rebellion. It is not known 
whether the women were included in the sentence or 
not. Thus the word of the Lord was magnified upon 
those murmuring rebels, whom he had sworn in his 
wrath to destroy in the wilderness ; and an intimation 
was given that a speedy entrance into Canaan might 
be expected. 

Q. Wliat request was made by the daughters of 
Zclophehad ? 

ji. In the late order for the division of the land, no 
provision had been made for females in failure of male 
heirs. The five daughters of Zelophehad considered 
themselves as left destitute, having neither father nor 
brother ; they therefore presented their petition, with 
great modesty, before Moses, and Eleazer the high 
priest, and the piinces of Israel, stating that their father 
had died in the wilderness, and had not been involved 
in any rebelliix), except the general discontent, %vhich 
brought a curse upon the whole nation ; and solicited 
their father's portion, as he had no son. 

Q. Was their request granted f 

<ji. Moses, having received no commandment con- 

cerning females inheriting in defect of male heii*s, 

consulted the I^oi*d ; and he not only allowed the jus- 

^ tice of the claim made by the daughters of Zelo- 

"^ phchad, but also gave a statute of judgment^ by which 

the magistrates might determine such causes, both in 

the division of Canaan, and in after ages. • 

4 Q. What command did Moses receive about this 

time? ' . ' 

ji, God commanded him to ascend Mount Abarim, 
and take a view of the promised land, after which he 
informed him he should be gathered to his people, for 
the sin committed at the waters of Meribah. 

Q, How did Moses behave on hearingthis sentence ? 
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' wf« He eariiestly requested that he might enter C^* 
naan. This desire arose from the high value he enter- 
tained for God's promised reward to the seed of Abra- 
ham 9 not from a de^re of long life : yet God did not 
see fit to grant his request. He had prevailed in behalf 
of Israel in appareiHly similar circumstances ; but could 
not prevail for himself, in this he was a type of 
Christ) *^ who saved others, himself he could not save ;'* 
that isi consistently with his plan of Redemption. 

Q. Did not this intimation of speedy dissolution pal- 
sy the exertions of the great law-^iver ? 

w#^<No: In him we behold an instructive example 
of that happy firmness and equanimity of souJi remo- 
ved alike from stoical indifference and contempt of 
death» and unreasonable aJ:tacihmeaat to life. This se- 
cond summons abated nothing of his ardour for the 
glory of God, and the good <^ Israel : it broke in upon 
no duty of his station,- it disturbed not the gentle sereni* 
ty of his temper. And when he found his own sen- 
tence was irrevocable, his only anxiety was to have a 
leader appointed to guide his much loved people to the 
land of promise. For this he entreated the Lord to ap- 
point a commander over Israel I 

Q, Did the Lord grant this petition ? 

^. Yes \ he commanded Moses to take Joshua, the 
son of Nun, who was endowed with the spirit of wisdom) 
courage, faith and piety, and to set him apart for the ar- 
duous station of his successor, by the laying on of 
hands, and giving him a solemn charge ; that is, to set 
before him the duties of his station, and warn him of 
the temptations to which his high rank would expose 
him. This was done before the chief priest and all 
the congregation. 

Q^ Did not Moses express a wish that his sons might 
succeed to his office, 9& Aaron's had done in the priest- 
hood ? 

ji. He appears not to have intimated a desire of the 

kind, nor do ihey seem to have had any expectations of 

succeeding him; but submitted to the Lord's will 

without a murmur ; and being fi^e from the hateful 

P • 
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passion of envy, honoured and obeyed Joshua, with as 
much cheerfulness as they had done their father. 

Q, Did Moses continue to take an active part in the 
government, after Joshua's appointment ? 

^. Moses continued the active commander, though 
Joshua assisted him in the government. After in« 
structing the people in several ceremonial institutions 
and regulations, he received a command from the Al* 
mighty to avenge the Israelites on the people of Midian, 
MTho l:ad by the advice of Balaam, introduced so much 
sin and misery into Israel. Accordingly, a detachment 
of 1200 men was sent against the enemy, which was 
a very small number, compared to the host of Midian* 
But as they fought by God's express command, to pun- 
ish a nation whose iniquity had become hateful, tliey 
soon reduced the enemy, slew the five princes of Midi* 
an, and all the male inhabitants with the sword, among 
whom was the prophet Balaam', who now received the 
just recom pence of his iniquity. The women and chil- 
ilrenwere taken captives. 

Q^ Did Moses approve of their sparing the women 
alive ? 

./^. He shai*ply rebuked the commanders for spaftng 
them, as they had been most criminal in seducing the 
Israelites to idolatry. The sword of war should spare 
women and children, as incapable of resisting ; but 
the sword of justice knows no distinction, but that 
which exists between guilt and innocense. As this war. 
had been prosecuted to execute a /ighteous sentence 
upon a guilty nation, and as the women had been as ac- 
tive in wickedness as the men, Moses ordered them all 
to be put to death, with all the male children. 

Q, Why were the infant Medianites slain, who could 
not have been perscMially guilty ? 

^, Had they lived, they mighty when come to year? 
of maturity, have conspired to revenge the deathjof 
their parents. This was the political reason, but could 
not in any manner have authorised Moses to have slain 
tl\em, had he not received a special command for their 
execution. In reading an account of these wars, we 
should bear in mind, that they Were prosecuted under 
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the immediate direction of heaven? and that the judgdr 
of all the earth cannot commit injustice ; and whether 
he destroys his enemieS) by the sword, the pestilence » 
or a fiood, it is only dealing out the just reward of sin. 
And we have every reason to believe, that the temporal 
sufferings of children, when cutoff for- the iniquity of 
their fathers, is to them an infinite blessing ; for, were 
they permitted to live, no hope could be entertained of 
their being better than their parents, in such a corrupt 
state of society. And we may reasonably hojyc that 
those who are cut off by death, before they have, by 
personal iniquity, made Adam's guilt their own, are 
saved, without their personal ment, through the atone- 
ment of the Saviour. But this forms no excuse for 
parents, who, by their vices, bring misery and death 
upon their offspring. 

Q. What was done with< the spoil taken from thd' 
Midianites? 

A. It Avas divided to all those who remained at 
liome, as well as those who went lathe war> except a 
fiftieth part, which was given as a portion to the Levites, ^ 
in grateful acknowledgement for the remarkable pro?- 
•scrvation of this small detachment, not one of which 
.wasklHed. The people devoted all the oranments of 
vGokJ, whlcli tl^ey had taken from the enemy, as an 
oflDa ring to the- Lord, to be employed in the service of 
,the labernacle. The whole amount was 14,750 
.sheckels* 

- Q, What farther ^rvice did Moses perform ? 
. A, He marked out the inheritance which each tribe 
was to receive. He alloted forty-eight cities to the 
Levites, with this stipulation that six of them should 
be cities of refuge for the man slayer. He desired the 
people to mary in their own tribes, to avoid the incon- 
venience of the inheritance of daughters, and to pre- 
serve their families more distinct. 

©. What request was made by the tribes of Reuben 
and.Gad? . . 

A, They requested to haye their inheritance on that 
side Jordan, as they had nuraeix)U3 herds of cattle, and 
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the latid they had alrbady in possession was pectiliarty 
circulated for feeding their flocks and herds. 
Q, Hov was Moses pleased with this request ? 
yJ. Moses suspected that sloth and cowanUce, the ef- 
fects of unbelieft suggested their petition ; he there* 
tore reproved them sharply » and expressed his fear, 
that they had risen up a g^ieration of sinful men, Uke 
their Others whom God condemned to perish in the 
wilderness, and that they would bring a similar judg- 
ment upon their nation. 

Q. What reply did they make to tliis severe rebuke I 
A, They answered, with grest modesty and submis* 
lion, thst they themselves would go up armed, whli 
their brethren^ md would not return to their families 
till the whole nktion had received their inheritance. 
Moses, on this condition, consented to their request. 
The land being too large for the tribes of Reuben and 
Gad, the half tribe of Manasseh inherited with them. 
Q. What command did God give Moses respecting 
the nations of Canaan ? ^ 

A. That he ahould speak to the Israelites, and com** 
tnand tbem to utterly extirpate tho^e natlQns, destroy idl 
monuiikents of their abominable idolatries, however 
precious the materials, or curious the workffianshlpr 
and annexed a Curse to the command, if thro«gh 
rioth, or a false nodon of clemency, they spared any (if 
these devoted nati<ms ; vis. that they should be ^ pricks 
in their eyes, and thorns in their sides :" and the vah» 
sequent history shews thftt these denunciations were 
real prophecies, 'which hiive been w<mderfulty accom- 
plished. 

Q. What instructions did Moses give the people 
when he was about to take leave of them forever \ 

./f. At the ck>Be of the fortieth year, when he knew thtit 
the set time for his death and the possession of Canaan 
by the 13 tribes, was arrived, he collected all Israel, 
and in an affectionate and solemn manner, set before them 
a brief history of their past rebellions, and the great 
works God had wrought for them ; reminded them of 
the duty of obedience, and submission to the will of 
God ; and explained^hy he was not permitted to see 
that good land. 
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Q, What law did Moses enforce with more peculiar 
eai*nestness than the rest ? 

-^. That which prohibited and proscribed idolatry, 
the sin he knew the Israelites were prone to commit- 
No expressions can be more energetic than those he 
employed to express the quilt and danger of this of- 
fence against God ; nothing more dreadful than the 
judgments he denounced against those, who should be 
guilty of it themselves, or decoy others into that odious 
practice. He solemnly enjoined, that the tenderest and 
most respectable ties of nature should be disregarded ; 
that if a brother, a child, a wife, or a friend, dear as 
their own soul, should entice them to serve sti*ange 
Gods, their eye should not pity, their hand should not 
conceal, but should be the first to bring him to a public 
trial ; and that such an offender should surely be put to 
death. 

Q. What was the next important lesson he endeav- 
oured to enforce ? 

^» The necessity of fully understanding the divine 
law ; and for that end, of making it the subject of 
continual study and meditation. He commanded pa- 
rents to teach the precepts of the law diligently to their 
children; to make them the subject of conversation at 
all times, whether they were enjoying the domestic 
circle at home, or walking abroad; and the last, 
thoughts which occupied their mi|ids when retiring 
to rest, and the first that filled them when rising.. 
<,|j[e commanded them to write those laws on their dooi^ 
•and gates, that they might be always reminded of their 
^uty. No exemption was allowed on accoi^t of fee- 
ble age, or sprightly youth. Eminence of rank and 
pressure of business formed no plea to dispense with 
the superior obligations of study iug the law of the 
most highv It was made the peculiar duty of a 
•king to copy the law in- a book for himself, and 
to study it during his whole life, that he might 
prolong his days in his kingdom. And if it was the 
duty of every Israelite to know the law givej) by Moses^. 
how much n()ore that of every christian to be fully ac- 
quainted with theJaw and the gospel, especis^ly Sisi. tha: 
P2. 
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art of printfaig luuiput k into tSic hancb of ovtry per- 
son. 

Q. What motkes did Motes place before the He- 
brews to make Uie law of God tbe object of tbeir Tene* 
ration^ and the rule of their conduct I 

jf, Thtj were drawn from the greatness and good- 
ness of God ; and from the tendency of these pmect- 
tions to procure and preserve both public andpiivate 
felicity. ^< Behcrfd the heaveOt snd the beayen of 
heavens are the Lords, the earth also, with M thift is 
therein. Only the Lord had a delight in thy Cithers, to 
love them and he -chose' their seed ai'ter them, even yeuy. 
above all nations, as it is this day." He also foretold^ 
that if they did not obey the laws of their God,^ they 
ahould be cast out of the knd of Canaan, ev«n as the 
nations, which they wisre about to encounter should be 
destroyed. He bade them bear in continual remem- 
brance> that it was not for ttiy merit as a people, that, 
the Canaanites were driven out before thenn Ibr tfaey^ 
had been from the beginning a stiff necked, and re- 
bellious race, whom God had proved by hunger and 
.thirst in the wildemeas $ butibr the extreme wickedness, 
of those nations, God would utterly destroy them« 

Q. Where were the blessings and the curses to be: 
placed for a warning to all future generations ^ 

^, The blesnngs were set up on mount £bal, and' 
the curses upon^motmt G^BKztem. These blessings and: 
curses contained a prophetic history of the Jewish nit-- 
tion down to this day. ^ 

Q. Will you relate tko mo^ considerable prophecies-, 
therein contained I 

.^. In a variety of expressions, every kind, of pros- 
perity, personal, relative and public, was engaged to- 
the Israelites, while they continued obedient ; and their 
succeding history fully demonstrates, that thus it was 
uniformly with them, as a nation, while they adhered to- 
the worship and and service of God. Their remarksK 
ble prosperity convinced the surrounding nations, that 
they were immediately protected by heaven. On the 
contary, when they provoked God, and obeyed nothis- 
laws, they were ^certainly and speediJy punished.. 

. — i^^ 
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^; What particular tvtnts dbew: this to haipt been the: 
case ? 

ji. Si The heavens sIkiU be brass, and the earth Iron, 
and the rain po^er and dust.^' This was fulfilled in 
tite day's o€ Ahafa^ wh«a tlnere was no ram for three 
y^ars.. Jerefoaah also laments a atmilarrdrought. And 
this prophecy is remarkably exemplified at tliis time t- 
for the emce £ertiie coimtry of Judea, we are told by 
tnodem travellers, is now as remarkable for its sterili- 
t^, though there are- indicationsr of its former fniiitfuU 
ness- The second remarkable predictiony ^' Ihou 
ahatt be smitten -before tlnne eoemies, and removed 
into all the kingdoms of the earth/' was Verified when 
^he As^^rians carried away the ten tribes, and when Je-* 
rusalem was taken by the Chaldeans ; but more parti- 
eularly when de&tcDfed by the Rocnans^ l^e .thirdt^ 
that their property should be tak^i from them, their 
cattle, houses and lands should be possessed by their 
enemies, and even their wives and their children should 
be for others, not for themselves ; that they should 
become an astonishment, proverb and a by«word to 
all nations, is verified in tins tmjust and cruel extortions 
and oppressions, accompained by every token bf con-* 
tetnpt and abhorrence, wl^h which the Jews have b^en 
treated in almo^ every nation, Mahometan, Pagan and 
Christian, during every age since the time of Christ. 
The prophets prediction, that, ^^Hiecfe of the tender 
and delicate woman, shalLbecTil towards the husband 
of her bosom and the remnant of her children, andt6« 
ward her tender iniftnt,. whom she shall eat secretly in 
the siege, and strictness wherewith thy enemies shall 
^fettress thee,'^ was awfully fulfilled in the siege of Je- 
rusalem at two different times* ' Women snatched 
the food out of their husbands mouths, and sons out of 
their fathers ; in every house where there was any 
semblance of food, a: battle ensued : the nearest and 
dearest relations fought with one another, snatching 
away tlie miserable provisions of life. A woman of 
distinguished rank and fortune, having been plundered 
by the nM»t^ of ail her other provisions^ boiled her 
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own sucking cbiid, ate half of him, and concealing the 
othfcr half, reserved it for another repast. 

Q, What itas the next remarkable prediction ? 

^, That they should be sold for bondmen and bond- 
women> and no man should buy them, which seems 
especisdly to point out an event which took place after 
the destruction of Jeinisalem by Titus, and afterwards 
by Adrian. Numbers of captives were then sent into 
Egypt, (as well as other countries) and sold for slaves 
at a low price, and for the meanest offices ; and many 
thousands were Itft to peiish for want, for their multi- 
tude was so great that purchasers could not be found, 
who would take them all at the lowest piice^ 

Q. Why did God punish his favoured people with 
such heavy calamities ? , 

A. As they had been exalted above all nations, by 
having the oracles of God committed to them, so their 
sin was more heinous and required severer judgments. 
This their great Lawgiver knew, and by every motive, 
addressed to their fears and their hopes, exhorted them 
to obedience. He also commanded, that the whole of 
the covenant, with its annexed blessings and curses, 
should be publicly read every seventh year; not only to 
the men,bttt to the women and children, and the stranger 
who sojourned among them, that no one shouldhave oc- 
casion to say, that he trangressed through ignorance of 
the Divine command. He also ratified the covenant be- 
tween God and. his people, not only with men in office, 
but with the women, children, and the meanest ser« 
yants. He concluded by solemnly calling heaven and 
earth'to witness, that he had set life and death before 
tbtm, and affectionately entreating them to chooie 
life, that both they and their posterity might be blessed. 

Q. What was the last public. act that Moses per- 
formed ?' I 

^. He recommended Joshua to the people as their 
leader, reminding them, that he was that day an hua- 
dred and twenty years old, that he sliould conduct theni 
no longer, but that God would crown their arms with 
success, under their new commander. Havidg given a 
duplicate of the law to be preserved in the ark ; havin^^ 
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composed a song ^hich Qontaioed an abridgement of 
his whole preceeding address ; and having pronounced a 
prophetical ble&sing upon each of the tHbes ; having 
encouraged Jo»bua,he ascended Mount Nebo^accordiog to 
the direction of his Creator^ where he had a view of the 
promised land, and ended his long and useful life in the 
12()th year of his agey upon the top of the mountain. 
Q. At what place were his remains interred I 
A, The spot has never been discovered ; the Scrip- 
ture informs us that he was buried by God, in a valley 
in the land of Moab; probably the ceremony was per- 
Ibrmed by the ministration of Angels. And tfaough bis 
sepulchre was concealed from human observa^tioB^ lest 
the Israelites might idolatroualy worship his remains ; 
yet his death and burial are recorded^ that we may rest 
assured that he was fiot translated as Enoch and Elijah 
were. 

Q. What observatioiis can you m Ae on the charac* 
ter of Moses I 

ji. Every period of his life presents incidents wor- 
thy the pen of the ablest historian. When a helpieaa 
infant we behold him almost miraculottaly preserved, 
from sanguinary power, by those who were iolerested 
in his destruefion. In the next stages of life we see 
him, by tlie md of these same persons^ cultivating his 
wonderful talciHs, which, in process of time, qualified 
him to be the deliverer of a nation, which it was their 
intention utterly to extirpate. Whether we view hia\ 
the favourite of the mighty Pharaoh, and Jbe Egyptian 
court, << g>reat in word and in deed ;*- or disdaining to 
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing to 
suifer with the people of God, rather than enjcHr the 
pleasures of the world for a season ; or on the plamsof 
Midian, cheerfully tending the flock of his father-in«r 
law, renouncing all the cherished hopes of his youth, 
0^d leaving the ransom of his brethren to him whon\ 
God should appoint ; or whether we behold him the 
sacri^ historian, drawing aside the veil of nature, in-> 
structing us how the ^ heavens and the earth rose out 
of chaos," describing the morning of existence^ and 
giving the charactera of those yeuereble Others of m99- 
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kind, whose names, but for liim, had been buried io the 
mighty waters which overwhelmed their guilty de- 
scendants ; or recording, with impartial sincerityj his 
own imperfections and those of his nearest friends ; or 
whether we view him as the friend-of God, the great 
prophet and lawgiver of Israel, providing not only for 
that generation^ but warning and instructing the re- 
motest posterity ; or presenting to our astonished eyes, 
the vast, complicated, and beautiful plan of divine piH)v- 
idence ; Moses in all that he is, in all that he does, and 
in all that he writes, illustriously displays the character 
of the true child of God. His meekness under provo- 
cation, his forgiveness of injuries, his patriotism, setting 
aside his own family, and choosing rather tb be blotted 
out of God'^s book than to have his beloved people de- 
stroyed, are characteristics of the highest ornament 
and dignity. Yet he too had need of a Saviour ; pride 
and unbelief stained his character. For one offence he 
was denied the pleasure of putting Israel in possession 
•of the promised land. The tranquility of his last 
hours was interrupted by the melancholy persuasion, 
that the people on whom he had bestowed so much la- 
bor to. lead them in the paths of virtue and happiness,, 
would, after his death, swerve from their duty,and pro- 
voke God to become their enemy. « For I know,'* sMd 
be, "that a^r my death ye will utterly corrupt ybur- 
- selves, and evil will befal you in the latter days, because 
'ye will do evil in tlie «ight of the Lord, to pi*ovoke him. 
to anger by. the work of your liand.** In this, as in nu- 
merous other instances^ he prefigured the- great prophet, 
whom he foretold God would raise up to Israel, whom 
they should hear.in all thibgs> and who, when clothed 
'm human nature, wept over Jerusalem ^ .and in the 
garden of Gethsemane, sweat great drops of blood for 
his sinful people. - .1 

Q. What e vents occur in prophane history, during tl>e 
wanderings of ^her Israelites in the desart? . 

A. Notwithstanding the vast decrease of population 
which the Egyptians experienced from»the i>lagues in- 
flicted by the hand of Moses^ they still continued to set- 
tle their colonies- in different parts of the world ; pac- 
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tlcalat ly in Greece, where Danaus, an Egyptian, made 
hitnself master of Argos, and dispossessed the ancient 
kings of Inaclius'line. Fabulous history relates that 
Danaus had fifty dai^hters, who were married to their 
cousins, the sons of Egyptus, who was then king of E- 
gypt. By the command of their father they all mur- 
dered their husbands, except one- Hy permnestra spar- 
ed the life of her husband Lynceus. Danaus first per- 
secuted his son-in-law, but was afterwards reconciled, and 
acknowledged him as his successor. He died about 
1425 years B, C. A splendid monument was erected 
to his memory in the town of Argos. The ship in 
•which Danaus came to Greece, was called Armais, and 
-was the first that ever appeared there. It is said that 
the use of pumps" was first introduced into Greece by 
Danaus. According to the fables cf the times the daugh- 
tersof Danaus, who murdered their husbands, were con- 
demned in the infernal regions to the employment of 
endeavouring to fill a vessel (full of holes) with water 
which ran out as fast as it was poured in : thus their la- 
bour was infinite, and their punishment eternal. 

Q. Did no other remarkable event occur during this 
period I 

J, The deluge of Ogyges, in Attica, and that of 
Deucalion, in Thessaly, are supposed to have taken 
place not far from this period. 

Q, Which flood was the earliest? 

A* That of Ogyges, which happened in the reign of 
a celebrated monarch of that name. He reigned in 
Beotia, which from him is sometimes called Ogygia. 
It was supposed he was of Egyptian or Phoenician ex- 
traction ; but his origin, as well as the age in Which 
he lived, is veiled in obscurity. In his* reign there was 
e deluge which so inundated the territories of Attica 
that they remained waste for near 200 years. 

Q. What is known of the Deucalion flood ? 

ji. It happened in Thessaly during the reign of Deu- 
calion. The Greeks have confounded it with the gen- 
eral deluge: they suppose that all mankind were 
destroyed except Deucalion and his wife ; that they 
were saved in a vessel or on the top Mount Parnassu-> ) 
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and that tbejr peofHed the earth bf thMwkig atones be* 
hind thenif which became men and women. Some au- 
thors affirm that man^ persons were saved in Tessels, 
and on the tops of mountains. 

Q. How much are we to believe of these accounts? 

jt. That the events are tmei as to simple &ct^ and 
the rest ftUe. 
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l*agc 1, line 8thj for are read loere. 
10| 1. 20, for v^fdch r. vfko, 
15, 1. 12, after curse insert the earth /on 
— 1. 7 from bottom, for case r. ea«e, 
19, 1. 4, after qffsfiring insert <» numerottt^ 

33, 1. 3, after /Aaf insert ca^^f. 
15, L 13, for absolutely r also. 
36, 1. 15, for rfe«arr r. desert. 

34, !. 4 ftt>m bottom, for ^o r. a. 
43, 1. 26, for a r. M^. 

75, 1. 14, for Eliud r. JSAwrf. 

7r, 1. 4 from bottom, for E^n r. -B^f<wik 

78, 1. 16, for abused r. obscured. 

79, 1. 16, for Parna/ius r. Parnassus. 
SO, 1. 3, for ^tven r. ^tVtff. 

83, 1. 12, for MocUs p. Mocris, 

25j 1. 10 from bottom, for ca/dtols r. ta/iitalsl 

fi9, 1. 1 1 from bottom, for in av ona piece of. 

90, the first Question and Answer should foUoT| 
the first Ans. in p. 89. 

02, L 20, for Vedan r. Vedam. 

i^-i 1. 27, for devutas r. deoutas. 

93, 1. 14, for 50 V. 40. 

95, 1. 6 from bottom, for miricles t, tnirattesl 
loo, 1. 3 from bottotn, for produced v. produces^ and} 

for occupied r. corrupted. 
102, 1. 3 from bottom, for proved r. proving. 

124, 1. 6 from bottom, for priests r. priest y and for. 

125, I. 20, after wily insert excepts [were v. was., 

126, 1. 2, after Sinai insert m, [«a«ce. 
137, I. 10 from bottom, for maintainance r. mainte*^ 

140, 1. 3, for sabatical r. sabbatical. 

141, 1. 14 from bottom, for expresses v. explains. 
143, 1. 1 1 from bottom, for hattaarah v. hattaavah^ 

' 146, 1. 15, for Zoar r. Zoan. 

151, 1. 6 from bottom, for desart r. desert. -* 

159, L 16, dele. that. 

162, 1. 14 from bottom, for innocense v. innocence* - 

168, 1. 7 from bottom, for nutry r. marry. 

J 65, 1. 6, for guilt r. guilt. 

*66, 1. 15 from bottom) for Qerezzem r. G^rizit^. ] 
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do. 
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do. 
New- York. 

do. 

do. 
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do. 
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do. 
Beeknian. 
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New- York. 
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